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ther the whole truth nor the whole of good is
revealed to any single observer.” But the
reason for non-interference is not a specula-‘
tive reagon, but thi deeper, practical reason,
that to attempt to make. another like one’s
sel is to destroy him. He cannot be like
anybody but himself; and it is eepeclally
absurd for him to try to become so, for,
wanton cruelty and violence apart, his own
ideal, certainly the best for him, is probably
as good as to a man of his power anybody
_else’s could be.
“In this solld and tridimensional sense,
" so to call it, those philosophers are right who
contend that the world is & standing thing, |
with no progress, no real history. The chang- !
"ing conditlons of history touch only t]:'m
surface of the show. The altered equili- -
briums and redistributions only diversify
our opportunities, and open chances to us
for new ideals. But, with each new ideal
that comes into life, the chance for a life
based on some old ideal will vanish; and
he would need be a presumptuous calculator,
who ffuld with confidence say that the to-
tal sum of significances is positively and
absolutely greater at one epoch than at any
other of the world.”

The vividness of many of Prof. James's
phrases—the ‘stolid cheek,” the ‘‘codfish
eye,” the "balky will,)’ the ‘bottled-light-
ping girl”’—has drawn attentfon away from
a quality in his style which in his last two
books has become especially max\'ked, the
quality of a communicable fervor, a clear,
grave passion of sincerity and conviction,
from which some vibration®detaches itself and
pasges into the reader, and forms him to the
writer’s mood. We have all of us made the
acquaintance of the st{ll-born counsel of per-
fection that mutely begs the life it is gent
to give; and have learned to value a commu-
nicable fervor, {n the rare cases in which it is
found, more highly than any degree of pic-
turesqueness. It would, of course, be ridicu-
lous to try to present the indwelling spirit
of a book gagged and bound within the limits
of an ‘“elegant extract,”” and we shnll not
make the attempt

With Kitchener to Khartum. By G. W.
" Steevens. With maps and plans. Dodd
. Mead & Co. 12mo, pp. 326.

The story of the reconquest of the Sudan
is wortby of a more qulet and business-like
history than Mr. Steevens has given, and in
time we shall get it. For the present we are
thunkful for any aufhentic detafls of
Kitchener's campaign, even if marred by a
verbosity and rhetoric often extrs.vagnnt
and tiresome. . In -his ‘Conquering ’I‘urk'
Mr. Steevens hcld himself better in hand,
and was, besides, in a position of much great-
er {mpartiality between the combatants. Here
we have not only torrents of words, but so
thick a covering of pralse for everybody
in the expedition, from Kitchener down-
ward, that confidence is shaken by wbat was
meant to make it undoubting. Through all
this, however, we get sallent points from

which a falrly satisfactory idea of means |

and ends may be gained when we slift what
our witness tells us, .
First, we can see that the policy of leav-
ing the Sudan to its own fermentation for a
dozen years was & wise one. Mahdism went
_through the period of fanatical faith which
made every dervish a hero, and the devotion
of his followers weakened when the Mahdi
was seen to be a selfish and sersual tyrant,
when triumphs and conqueste ceased, and
when the dullest had to ask twhother the ex-

benefit of the Kbalifa and his greedy. favor-
ites was the reign of the promised Mesasiah
of thelr fatth. The terrible hordes whlch,had
broken British squares, and which anuthl-
lated Hicks's army at Shekan, had_ degcne-
rated so that we are at & loss whether to’ call
their destruction at Atbara and Omdunmm
battles or mere massacres. .,

Second, thd work of systematic ‘educntion
of the fellaheen and the Nubian blacks dnto
trustworthy goldiers was a long but necessa.ry
task, They had time not only to aDQulra the
discipline and drill which are thehtmmdation

.of #ood tactical handling In the hem ‘but,

by contact with the enemy on the .(rontlers

.of Egypt proper, in the gkirmishes and small-

er battles of successive seasons, they lost the
fear of the dervishes, and galned conﬂdence
in themselves and their officers. -

Agaln, the time to resume the uggresslve
was well chosen. We must credit the Eng-
lish Government, as well as Lord Cromexj
and the Sirdar in Egypt, with keeping a
'watch!ul eye upon the schemes of France
in central Africa; for the Fashoda Incident,
aboftive when Klitchener was already at
Khartum, might well have bad much gra.ver
consequences if the Anglo- Egyptian army
bad still been below the second cataract of
the Nile. The sSingular conjuncturc was too
fortunate for mere luck. N

Fourth. Limiting the advapce by the
progressive construction of the Military
Rajlway from Wady Halfa across the
Nublan desert to Abu Hamed, and thvnce
along the east bank of the Nilo to Bqtber
and the Atbara River, was wisc piudince.
Former experience bhas shown- ihe uneer-
tainty of rellapce upon the Nile as & meaus
of communication and supply above the CHiR-
racts, and our civil wir had taught how ilung
lines of rallway could be made socurs for,
heavy columns dependent upon 'depota far
In the rear. The Khalifa and kig emirs
had sense enough to know that the loco-
motive whistle was a.more portentous-sound
than that of heavy guns, for it swept away
thelr visions of the hostile army starving
in the desert when checked and made timld

» | by the precarlous means of getting food and

ammunition. It meant also that BrlUsh
rule was comlng to stay.

When at last it came to the ass'mlt ot
the Mahdist entrenched camp at tpe Atbara
and the fleld fight fn front of Omdurman,
we asked, Can these be the redoubtablo: war-
riors that destroyed Hicks, captured Gor-
don, besieged Suakim, and rolled back- the

At the Atbara it Is sald that nearly twenty
thousand dervishes, under the Emirs Osmnn
~Digna and Mahmugd, in trenches with ahattis
in front, were assaulted and exterminated
by some twelve thousand under. Kitchener,
with a total loss to the latter of 81 killed
and 452 wounded. Almost no’ prisoners,
wounded or whole, are reported. Steevens
says: “Mahmud’'s army was as it {t ‘had
never been. These two short hours of ghell
and bullet and bayonet had erased it Irom
the face of the earth.”

Some two hundred or two hundred a.nd
fifty miles of desert marching _followed,
and Kitchener's forces were at the Kerrerl
hills, a few miles only from Omdurman and
Khartum, and here the Khalifa. Abdullaht
fought for his capital, attacking the Sirdar's

thirty thousand strong; Kitchener, by reln-
forcements, has been brought up to twunty-

ploiting of the land' after jiis eath for the

two thousand. This time, four thousand

Anglo-Egyptian armieswy thousand: miles?.

lnes. The dervighes are sald to be over:

prisoners are accounted for, but they are
mainly a band which held together after
the rout, and were. allowed to surrender.
In the fighting, 11,000 of the dervishes are
gatd to have been killed and 16,000 wounded;
but as the prisoners are only the 4,000 al-
ready mentioned, we must conclude that
that - whole 27,000 perished, first and last.
“With all the deductions that moderation
can suggest,;' says Steevens, “it was a most
appalling slaughter. The dervish army was
killed out as hardly anearmy has been killed
out in the history of war.” Five hundred
casualties, killed and wounded, was all it
cost the Sirdar's army!

No more decisive proof could be given of
the total change in the character of the
dervishes as soldlers. None of the old des-
peration of fanatical courage appears in
such results. Instead of forming squares,
Kitchener's men advanced. in line. The

dervishes seem nowhere to have made a !

really vigorous charge. They advanced
again und ‘ngain. but are everywhere de-
scribed as melting away under the fire of

the Lee-Metford rifies and the Maxim guns, .

by the time they were within two hundred
yards of the Anglo-Egyptian lines. There
are some of the old assertions of the dan-
gerous enemy a wounded dervish is, but it
does not stand to'reason that the astonish-
ing change in the quality of their fighting
in ranks left them individually still de-
termined, one and all, to die.fighting and
to accept no quarter. It is not strange that
debate has arisen in England over the as-
sertions made that the wounded were massa-
cred without pity. If the flgures given by
Steevens are anywhere near correct, they
smount in themselves to an indictment.

Tho description Mr. Stee}.’ens glves of the
transformation of the little Egyptian village
of Wady Halfa, long the advanced post at
the second cataract, into a railway base
and depot on a large scale, is interesting
and instructive. We get also some realistic
views of the desert and its witheriog heats,
its smothering dust storms, and the parch-
ing thirst of the soldiers marching through
it. The characteristics of the men, white,
vellow, and black, are shrewdly noted. The
diminution of population in the districts
which have been under Mahdist rule is sal
to be appalling, and to indicate that the
.old-time trade of the country will have to
await 2 new goneration of inhabitants. T.ha
funeral services at the spot where Gordon
fell were solemn, and full of pathetic remi-
niscences, made deeper by contrast with the
inevitable but long deferred trlumph A
significant step in Egyptian and African
history has been taken.

Stars and Telescopes: A Hand-Book of Popu-
lar Astronomy, Founded on the ,N_lnth
Edition of Lynn's Celestial Motions. By
David P. Todd. Boston: Little, Brown &
Co. 1899. 8vo, pp. 419.

Mr. Lynn's original text, to judge of it as
well as we can from this volume, seems to
be a very popular treatise on astronomy, not
at all confined to the subject of ‘celestial

motions,” but characterized by a severe,

avoidance of two things, first, of all that re-
lates to research as research, which con-
stitutes the life cf science, as well as of
everything in the least degree mathematical,
as all celestial motions are; and, second,
not only of all that approaches the sepsa-
tional, but also of all that relates to phi-
losophy or to matters of general human in-
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terest. We can understand how such a book
should have gone through nine editions in
England, for it meets the popular English
delusion that what is “plain_and substan-
tial,” or, in other words, is stolid and posi-
‘tive, is all that is essentially valuable. But
the qualities which recommend a book to
English readers may not find equ’al success
here. It may . be doubted whether Ameri-
cans will see any particular appropriateness,
for Inmstance, in printing very prominently
before a book like this a sentence from .St.
Augustine’s chapter on the *Spiritual Crea-
tion of the Virtues,” set up in English black-
letter like a text on a wall of a church. Its
inconsistency with the purpose of the volume
makes it all the more charmingly English;
but that charm may escape the people of the
great West. This Latin paraphrase of the
opening of a great psalm {s put second to a
specimen of Wilhelm Herschel's English dic-
tion and German nebulosity, In place of Mr.
Lynn's “Et pulchra sunt omnia, fncientu te,
et ecce tu Inenerrabiliter pulchrior, qui fecistt
omnia,” St. Augustine would have supplied
many another quotation not wandering clear
away from astronomy, and mcre consonant
with the main virtue (such as it is) of Mr.
Lynn's book, ¢. g., “Interrogavi ceelum, so-
lem, lunam, et stellas; Neque nos sumus
Deus, quem queerls, inqulunt’ (Confessicns,
x. 6). .

The volume affords no precise indications
of what is Mr. Lynn's and what Prof. Todd’s;
but the work of the latter seems to have con-
sisted in adapting the text here and there
to American readers to adding half-a-dozen
important chapters, as well as long notes
throughout giving additional facts, to select
references to the lterature, especially of
the popular kind, at the end of every chap-
ter, to  list of asterolds, a full index, and

~a great many illustrations of celestial ob-

jects, insiruments, observatorles, and por-
traits of astronomers—all cf which is of a
rarely palnstaking quality. In this way the
book has been converted into a veritable
hand-book—not a mere digest of facts, but a
copious selection of those that are most im-
portant. It {8 hardly possible for a hand-
book to be what we generally mean by ‘‘po-
pular,” nor does this work, perlaps, pro-
fess exactly to be a popular hand-
-dook. It is a ‘“‘hand-book of popular
astronomy’’—that is, a compendium of facts
interesting to the astronomical amateur
—that extremely varlable specles which
ranges all the way from the idlers and semi-
idlers through the Ulugh’ Begs, the Dem-
bowekis, the Rutherfurds, through the Low-
ells, the Pickerings, the Lockyers, to the
glorfous company of Tycho Brah# and Wil-
liam Herachel, 3

To many persons; the most interesting part
of the book, which {8 well got up, will be the
illustrations, ot which there are nearly three
hundred. The author seems to have made it
a rule to give no portrait of a living man—a
practice which apparently tacitly reflects up-
on the susceptibllities of astronomers to a de-
gree that we hope {8 unwarranted. Some of
the likenesses are quite admirable, as those
of Alvan and George Clark. A few seem need-.
lessly blurred, as are some of the star-
clusters. Some of the figures of instruments,
etc., are confused .and dark. Only the pro-
{essional astronomer can at all appreciate or
understand a great part of the {llustrations,
which {llustrate nothing in the text.

The work will deservedly enjoy a high de-

owing to the good judgment and care which
have preslded over its compllation. Yet here
and there we come across statements and
reasonings which are not quite clear. For
instance, on p. 219 we read, ‘“Meteors, then,
belonged originally to comets,” and this con-
clusion 1s.extcnded to ‘“‘all meteoric bodies.”
But the only reason ihich is offered for this
belfef s thatFour comets have been known
to break up under the influence of tidal forces
into small fragments, forming meteors—
an inference hardly parodied by the follow-
ing: The 'Vls!blc World’ of Comenius, ‘Na-
ture Displayed,’ by Dufiet, Ollgndorf, and
Prendergast’s ‘Mastery® hooks, are all known
to bave produced many fluent speakers of
different languages; hence, wo may inter that
all speaking of languages had its origin in
phrase-books and the lke. Such reasoning
violates a logical rule of all induction, name-
ly, that the sample by which the whole
class is to be jndged ought to be, drawn at
random from the whole of that class. This

sample of meteors 18, on the contrary, drawn -

exclusively from a part of the whole class
which, owing to the mode of its limltation,
cannot but possess that character which is
inferentially, but unreasonably, extended to
all other individuals of the class. What is
a meteor? It is nothing but a cometary body
which enters the earth’'s atmosphere. Why
should all such bodles, without exception, be
supposed to be broken from larger cometary
bodles? In our present ignorance of the ori-

gin of things, it is not unlikely that of all |

the masses which wander through space a
large proportion are very small. In/such
small bodies tidal forces would Te very
feeble, while their cohesion would be rela-
tively powerful. It may be that Prof. Todd
{8 in possession of some good reasons for
thinking that no such bodies ever impinge
upon our atmosphere; but if he is, they
must be different from the premise he ad-
duces.

England in the Age of Wycliffe. By George
Macaulay Trevelyan. Longmans, Green &
Co. 1899. *

Mr. George Macaulay Trevelyan here of-
fers to the public an essay first presented in
competition for a fellowship at Trinity Col-
lege, Cambridge. It is an attempt to bring
together into one point of view the several
aspects of an age fertile beyond any other in
the great ideas which have made modern
England what it is. The several chapters are
almost {ndependent studies, but the impres--
sion of them taken together is a fairly con-
sistent one. Three interests have been made
especially prominent: politics, soclety, and
religion. The political fleld is limited to the
decade from the death of the Black Prince
in 1376 to the establishment of Richard IL’s
power in 1386—a perfod too short to serve
much purpose except, as the author puts {t,
that of a prologue to the “Tragedy of King
Richard the Second.” Socially, the central
position i8 given to the peasant uprlsing
of 1381, with its astoundlng revelation of the
passion and force of the English common
man, and its permanent lesson for the gov-
erning classes. From the side of religion
we are given a plcture ot the rise of Eng-
lish Lollardry, or, again to use the author's
word, of an ‘‘Indigenous Protestantism.’”

The narrative of political events is not
and could not be very interesting. Its detafl
is a dreary record of petty family quarrels,

gree of secondary authority among amateurs,

through whlch it is imposslble to discern

any real prindiple. The ignoble ending of
a glorious reign, the strife for the control of
an undisciplined youtk, who was to break
through restraint by an ‘unexpected display
of spasmodic sncrgy, and the failure of John
of Gaunt, the most oapable person in an un-
attractive group, to direct the policy of gov-
ernment, are not very enticing subjects for a
thoughtful hlstorlan They acquire interest
only as they are brought into relation with
the really :great wioving forces of the nation,
with {ts social unrest and its religlous as-
piration. This connectlon Mr, Trevelyan suc-
ceeds in mnklpg, not precisely in any formal
or systematic fashion, but in the final im-
pression of his book as a whole.

Where the author's sympathies le, 1t lu
not difficult to discover. He has no respect’
whatever for the spirit of Froissart, who,
writing of the social upheaval in England,
treats it as a disagreeable but unimportant
break in the natural course of things, Mr.
Trevelyan has abundant room in his thought
for the great meaning of this blind, pas-
slonate struggle {n the work of human pro-
gress. He does not regret it. ‘It was a sign
‘of national epergy, it was a sign of inde-
pendence and self-respect in the 'medimval
peasants, from whom three-quarters of our
race, of all classes and in every continent,
are descended " Yet he is equally far from
extravagant eulogy: “Though as a protest it
was perhaps useful, as a revolution it could
only have led to anarchy.”

So in the matter of religion. Mr. Tre-
velyan brings out very clearly the inevitable

_effect of Wycliffe's teaching in rousing men

to higher ideals of personal liberty and pub-
lic ‘justice. He shows us that Wyclifte him-
self, while deprecating disorder and sedi-
tion, had, especially in his earlier teach-
ing, supplied a religious basis for social
revolt, just. gs sgurely as Luther, four ge-
nerations later, was to do the same thing for
the restless peasants of Germany. His plc-
ture of the attempts at repression of Lol-
lardry is eminently falr to the persecuting
side. He gives to the individual leaders of .
persecution all due credit for purity of mo-
tive, and softens his judgment, even of re-
negades, with every consideration for the
pressure they had to bear. . Yet here, too,
one feels the note of true sympathy in his
description of the fate of the Oxford Univer-
sity in.this religlous and intellectual strug-
gle'“There at least was one place where the
honest thought of good men ought to have
beeu safe from any form of public violence;
yet nowhere was the ‘‘purification” of the
country more complete or more effective.
The University, as a bulwark of learning
and of the li{l{erty that ought to go- with it,
was ruined by the same state which had
broken the peasant revolt and striven to
make heavier yet the burden that had pro-
duced f{t. :

We owe Mr. Trevelyan especial thanks
for the concluding chapter on the later his-
tory of Lollardry. It carries him far be-
yond the Hmits of his title, but it helps to
answer a problem of vital interest to the
student of the English Reformation. It goes
far to establish the proposition that Pro-
testantism in England is indeed an Indi-
genous product—not o mere importation from
Germany, but a long-gathered and deeply
rooted sentiment. Mr. Trevelyan’s judgment
is summed up in the last sentence of his
book: ‘*But those who still believe that 1i-
berty of thought has proved not a curse

but a blessing to England and to the peo-

-




