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will have value; but to .those who content
themselves with a more temperate admira-
tion of Stevenson the writer, it will have
little. So much of it is either speculation
as to what the boy, Lewis, might have seen
or heard or read, or description of his baby
tea-set and his poplin dress—tr!mmed,"was
it, with red or green velvet?—that It is nel-
ther good biography nor good fiction. The
author has been unfortunately influenced, too,
by Stevenson's love of apt words, to imitate
bhim where he most baflled imitation; and
this leads her to vary her text by alluding
to him by first one and then another nick-
name, from the Lew, Smount, and Smoutie of
bis Edinburgh days, to the . T'usitala be-
stowed on him by the Samoards. As a re-
sult, we have the simple statement, *Ste-
venson wrote much ‘of boats,” dressed in
this affected fashion: “Ships bulk largely
in Tusitala’s tales.”” The book surfeits with
such fine writing.

In spite of all this, it glves a pleasant no-
tion of Stevenson’s parents, his nurse, to
whom his life-long devotlion was most cred-
itable, and himself. Many people will learn
here for the first time that he was bred a
Jawyer, and doubtless with equal surprise
that his family pronounced his name ‘‘Lew-
is,”" and that its Gallicized spelling arose
from this odd clrcumstance: . '

“Robert Lewis Balfour, our hero was bap-
tized. Perhaps he thought there was a su-
perabundance of letters in R. L. B. S. The
Balfour soon dropped out of his name, and
early he hecame R. L. S. . . ., He also,
like bis grandsire [Lewis Balfour], started

in lifc with his name spelt Lewis. The
story of tho change to Louis is remarkable.

" Mr. Stevenson was a strong Conservative.

Now in Robert Louis Stevenson’s youthful

years there was a Radical Town Councillor.

yelept Lewis. So strong was Mr. Steven-
son’s aversion to the man that he ordered
that in future his son’s name.should be spelt
differently, even with a Frenchified turn in
it, for fear the two familles should be
thought in any way connected.”

Intimate China; The Chinese as 1 Have
Seen Them. By Mrs. Archibald Little.
Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott* Co.

Mrs. Little’s handsome book {8 something
more than a parlor-table ornament. While
ber husband writes on the Yangtse gorges
and gives us philosophy and history, she
professes modestly to tell og]y of things on
the surface. In reality, by informing wus,
from long personal ,xperlénce, of the liqmo
life of the Chinese, she adds greatly to our
knowledge of this peoplg, showing espe-
clally how nature powerfully influences man,
both native and alien. For example, {n her
chapter on fung-shui, or the bellef inm cli-
matic influences controlled by spirits, she
shows, how this belief in the agenoy of evil
spirits gains upon the foreigners living
among the Chinese. She cites the case_of

“Dr.”Nevius, one of the most high-minded

_ and noblest missionaries” in her circle of

ncqunlnmnge, whose book on ‘Demon Pos-
session’ is as full of Chinese influence as of

second-rate testimony. On the other hand,

she shows that the Chinaman, by looking
well to wind, water, sunshine, and other

.-details. that affect Jbodily  health, is, at

least, no more of a f ] than the average
rea}-estatq agent -or houdg-renter In other
lands, who oftengignores these things.

In . very delightful st)&e, the author
“vowds her readable pages\ with pleasant
anecdotes and oplsodes. In ‘‘the romantic
East™ she, found unromantic refuge in the

cellar when the thermometer was at 120

degrees. She discusses without prejudices
consuls, missionaries, and public funétion-
arles, native and foreign. As a rule, while
at the hong, tea-table, and clubroom the mis-
slonary fraternity is despised, the general
praise of the individual healer or converter
I8 warm and long. In her chapter on foot-
binding, she makes it clear that this pecu-
liarly Chinese custom does not connote
rank, and, that the idea of its being done
to prevent females from gadding about is
a purely foreign notion. She never ceases
to praise the Chinese women for their mo-

desty, dignity, business ability, and help-

fulness to thelr husbands. Her testimony is
but one of hundreds that in personal deli-
cacy and ‘-esitancy to expose the persoa)
the Chinese man, as well as woman, is im-
measurably supcrior to the Japanese.

Mrs. Little's travels in the empire took
her into many provinces and enabled her
to enjoy a wide range of observation. She is
a hearty believer in the doctrine that the
best interests of China and of mankind at
large will be subserved by maintaining the
political integrity of the emplire. She is not
blind to the, shadows 12 the picture, frankly
acknowledging that corruption is wide-
spread. The most honest men {n high office
seem to be those who have least to do with
Peking. Her remarks about the recent fail-
ure of the reform movement are sugges-
tive and illuminating, Not much is to be
hoped for China while the “ring,” of which
the Einpress-Dowager is the centre, con-
trols the destinies of the land. OQur author’s
clear and wise arguments against the jim-
possibility of making over the Chinese by
any new or ‘external means, and in favor of
renewing country and people by the slow
but sure methods of morality and religion,
seem unanswerable.

~

Piclctt and his Men. By LaSalle Corbell
Pickett (Mrs. G. E. Pickett). Published
by Mrs. Plckett, Washington, D. C. Print-
ed and bound by The Foote & Davies Co.,
Atlanta, Ga. 8vo, pp. 439.

- In this handsome volume the widow of the

Confederate General who led his division in

the historic and desperate charge at Get-

tysburg, relates the facts of his military ca-

our hands, half destroyed by the fires set
by the retreating Confederates, and tho
perils of the great conflagration were min-
gled with the terrors of capture by an ene-
my. With dramatic'instinct the story is be-
gun here, and shg,lets us share the emotion
of a young mother with her babe in her
arms witnessing such scenes, and in the
mlidst of them hearing the .newsboys shout-
ing the battle of Five-Forks and the death
of her husband! Fortunately, the crowning
calamity proved untrue, and, after a week
of terrible suspense till the surrender at
Appomattox, Pickett himself returned to dis-
prove the harrowing story.

Before the full protection given by Grant's
Issue of paroles was understood, Pickett, on
advice from friends on the national side,
took refuge in Capada for some months. His
wife's journey to join him there was fllled
with adventures stranger than any fiction.
Their later return to build a cabin on .the
ruins of the old home on the James is told
with genuine feeling and power. A great
deal of faith#ul labor and skill has been ex-
pended upou the history of Pickett’s mili-
tary life from his West-Polnt graduatfon in
1846, in the Mexican war, on the Northwest
frontier, when the boundary at Puget's’
Sound was nearly the cause of strife, as
well as in the Confederacy; but we repeat
the judgment that the chapters of the life of
the young wife and mother ‘In that turmoll
of war will give the book g value to the his-
torian, as well as a charm to the sympathe-
tic reader, which will far exceed that of the
military narrative, carefully as it has been
prepared.

The Boy's Book of Inventions: Storles of the
Wonders of Modern Science. By Ray
Stannard Baker. Doubleday & McClure
Company., 1899. 8vo, pp. 354.

Here is a fairly good book for boys, telling
about nutomoblles,' tall buildings, Lake's
submarine boat, the new kites, the phono-
graph, Langley's aerodrome, wireless tele-
graphy, liquid air, and the Roentgen rays—
subjects ranging from those whose princi-
ples are obvious for every boy, to those
which must remain mysteries in his mind;
from those which solve practical problems

recr. She does more: she tells parts of the
romantic story of her own married life in
the closing year of the civil. war, and the
strange experiences of the interval between
the wreck of the Confederacy and the full
establishment of peace, wl;en the survivors
of the Southern army could settle them-
selves to Industrious bread-winning with as-
surance of unmolested safety. These pas-
sages have a value that no other chapters
of the book can possess. er outline of her
hero's life is authentic, and her praise of
him and his devoted folldwers is eloquent,
yet this deals with history that others could
write, 1f not in such glowing terms. But
her personal ekperience 8 unique and a¥l
her own. Here was & young thlng,‘hnrdly

more than a child, courted and won by a-

goldler already distinguished, just before he
marched with Lee to invade the North in
1863, and in the first weeks of. their be-
trothal came the great battle of Gettysburg
which made his division and himself known
to the whole world.. Their marriage fol-
lowed close on the end of the campaign, and
his duties in and about Petersburg permit-
ted her to share a good deal of his -camp
lite. She was in Richmond when it feil into

whose chief factors a boy can profitably -
consider, to those whose practical side is
not yet understood; from those which
depend upon no new knowledge, but only
upon new economic conditions, to those
which have-startled the sclentific world. Mr,
Baker has made his book entertaining. He
has not loaded it down with information. On
the contrary, it must be an inactive-minded
boy who is satisfied with what he finds here.

[ The question of dollars and cents 18, in most

of the chapters, brought to the focus of at-
tention. The purpose seems to be to turn

the boy's love of the marvellous to account . e
in order to lmpress him with conceptions ofh'
the great sclence of economy. Mechanical
confrivances, his natural delight, are kept
scrupulously out of view. Purely sclentific
matters are apparently not deemed impor-

tant enoﬁgh to ‘call for any great accuracy

of statement. Thus, to give one example out

of many, the boy is told that heat, light, and
electricity are all vibrations-of the ether

(p. 83); although, in fact, heat is the energy

of relative motion of the minute parts of or-
dinary matter, and {s-not necessarily vibra-
tory, while a charge of electricity, what-

oever it is, 18 certainly not a vibration. It
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would have been perfectly possible without
making' the book any the less entertaining,
to have given it a high value for the boy's
growing understanding of the scientific
polnts involved in the different inventions,
80 that he should treasure and cherish it
more and more with advancing years. Its
thick, glossy paper, almost llke Bristol
board, suggests that it was intended to be
read many times and pondered deeply; but
such an expectation will be disappointed.
A book after a boy’s own heart, therefore,
it is not quite, though a boy will be glad
enough to get and read it. The illustra-
tions are Interesting and not extravagant.
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