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INTENTION — IN TERACTION

remark that the intent is the consciousness
of the general nature of the Exp-stats (q. v.)
of an inteRectual process before it ig reached ;
and in mental progress toward an IpEaw (q.v.)
we have successive stages of  intent;
- (6.F.5,~3.M.B.)
Intention [Lnt. n + tendere, to stretch]:
Ger. Absicht ; Br. dessein;  Ital, ntenzione,
The purpose” in view i any action, along
with all the consequences of the action, so
far ag foreseen to be certain or probable,
The distinetion in any. act of intentio, actio,
and finis is found in Gregory I (540~609
A.D.): of. Zicgler, Gesch. d. christ. Eth., 247,
The definition above given agrees with that
of Sidgwick (Meth. of Bith.). The intention
1s thus the action from the internal or agent's
Point of view; und the Internal character of
morality is brought out by laying emphasis
on the intention rather than on the external
results or consequences. Intentions have been
distinguished as immediate or remote, outer
or inner, direct or indirect, conseious or un-
conscious, formal or anSce J. S
Mackenzie, Manual of LiNzs (3rd ed.), 6o,
61. " i (W.r.s.)
The best German usage of Absicht seems
to be in agreement with this, the distinetion

between means and  ends (Zwecke) being
. marked.  Absicht is the end for which there

may be alternative means (Meinong, Psych.-
eth-Untersuch. zu Werttheorie, 94,95; Hofler,
Psychologie, 473, 518).  Where, according to
Meinong (loc. cit.), the end is directly'pursuedl
without smeans, -Absicht becomes Ziel —a
usage not general, however, Cf, DEsieN, and
sce TERMINOLOGY (German). Intention, in
the broader . ethical sense of entire monral
INtENT (4. V.), 8 determination of disposition
or character, is rendered by the German
Gesinnung (Hofler, loc. cit.). (3.M.B.)
- Intention (first and second, in philo-
sophy) [Schol. Lat. ntentio, prima et secunda).
Used in a series of scholastic distinctions
(both intentio and intentionalis), for which
sce LATIN AND Scronastic TrranoLogy,
'3, 14; revived in modern philosophy to
indicate the distinction of knowledge  ag
direct (first) and reflective (second) intention,
See INTENTION (in logic), and ¢f. REFLECTION,
Literature ; Honesown, Philos. of Reflee-
tion, Index; citations in E1srer, Wirterb. d.
philos. Begriffe, ‘Intentio’; Gocrexnius, Lex,
Philos., 253. (J.MLB.)
Intention (in law). The purpose of an
act; it is often. imputed, withoyt regard to
its actual existelice, 4

A man acts at his peril.  If loss to another
naturally ensues from his voluntary auct, he
is linble, although it s neither intended
by him nor due to his negligence (Holmes,
The Common Law, 82; Holland, Jurigpru-
dence, chap. viii. 93; Pollock, Jurisprudence,
chap. vi. 138). Crime rests on intention; but
he who-dues w eriminal act is held to have in-
tended the actual and natural result, although
in fact he may have intended only a much
less grave offence. Contracts rest on agree-
ment, presupposing an intent to assume an
obligation, but the law often implies the
intent. “Such an intent may be implied,
although it be certain that it never actually
existed, but not unless the parties are in such
relations that each ought to have had it’
(Beers ». Boston and Albany Railroad Coy 67
Coni. Law Reports, 425).  Cf. Responsr- -
BILITY (legal).

Literature: anthorities cited above; also
Bextiay, Mor. and Legisl,, i. chaps. vii,
xil. § 2. . -(S.E.B.)

Intention (in logic) [Lat. intentio, with
the ‘same meaning in Aquinas (Swmma Theol.,
L. 9. 53,is the principal passage); in classical
writers an act of attention (and so Aquinas,
ibid., L. ii. 9. 38, art. 2, and elsewhere); from
n + tendere, to stretel. Aquinas seems some-
times to use the term for mode of being
(ibid., I ii. g. 22) and sometimes for g yelq.
tion (ibid., I. 9-:29, art. 1; 9. 76, art, 3, and
esp. art. 4)]. A concept, ns the result of
attention. - )

First intentions ave those concepts which are
derived by comparing bercepts, such as ordinary
concepts of classes, relations, &c.  Second
tntentions are those which are formed by
observing and comparing first intentions.
Thus the concept “class” is formed by obsery-
ing and comparing class-concepts and other
objects. The special class-concept, ens, or
what is, in the sense of including figments as
well as realities, can only have originated in
that way.  Of relative second interitions, four
are prominent-,—identity, otherness, co-exis-
tence, and incompossibility. Aquinas defined
logic as the science of second intentions
applied to first. ‘ (C.s.p.)

Interaction [Lat. inter + actio, action]:
Ger. Ii'eclzselwz'rkung ; Fr, tnteraction; Ttal.
tnterazione. (1) The relation between  two
or more relatively independent things « or
systems of change. which advance, hinder,
limit, or-otherwise affect one another.,

- (2) The relation of mere uniform occurrence
of such systems together.

I 561 : 0o




