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The Na.tlon.

"~ open to him, and his three volumes, 1872-75,
contain ‘more than 500 new ones, or about
a thousand' fn all. -

The abundance of the supply seems the
less startling ‘'when one comes to know how
large & body of archives Willlam Paston,
second Earl of Yarmouth and the last of his
1ine, left behind him in 1782, Alt.hnugh he
nad sofd part of his ancestral papers, there

were stlll at Oxnead, the family seat, ‘“‘some-

thirty or forty chests of valuable letters and
" documents,” after his death. The Rev. Fran-
cis Blomefield, whose ‘History of Norfolk’

is comparable with Surtees’s ‘Durham’ and’

Ormerod’s ‘Cheshire,’ worked for a fort-
night among these stores In 1735. A passage
from 6ne of his letters shows how mneglected
they had been by recent owners and by
his*orlnns prior to his time. *‘“There are
innumerable letters of good consequence in
history stlll lying among the loose papers,
all which I'laid up in & corner of the room
on a heap which contalns several sacks
full.” Eventually, a part of X.ord Yar-
mouth’'s- {ll-cared-for treasures came into
the hands of Mr. John Fenn. By printing
them and glving some of the originals to
Geoi'ge“lll.. he secured the honor of knight-
hood. This, however, was not all thai he
did, for His volumes made a new thing of
Englﬁsh social life during the Wars of the
Roses. Tbe first editlon was sold in a
week, and, ever since, the Paston Letters
have been one of the classiogs of English
history. « We know that, In one university
at least, a long course of lectures upon
them bas counted for tne master's degree,
.We are-glad to.say that the present ‘edl-
tion is once wore the work of Mrs Galrdner.
He long ago laid claim to rpossession of
the subject by writing a fine series of in-
troductions to his three previous volumes,
Therein he no! only explained the relation
which the Paston Letters bear to the na-
tional history, but he sketched the latter
part of Henry VI’s reign with great force
and clearness. Henceforth it is Funitkely
that any one will arise to dispute his rule
of this historical province, for no need ex-
ists of having the letters in a better form.
Mr. Gairdner 18 modest enough to say-that
his results nre only approximately perfect,
but he anticipates that they wm satlsfy al]
practical demands. . s

“An almost perfect edltlon. no doubt,
might conceivably be preduced” with con-
siderable labor and expense if any one

could be ‘Induced to devote the mnecessary .
time and energy to the task of - -collating all -

the letters with the long-lost originals, now
that they have been so completely recov-
ered, and shply%:!gt all the missing pas-
sages. But so gri a work, even If the
editor -succeeded after all fn including all
the stray Paston Letters of the perlod,
would hardly justlty. even in a younger and

less occupled man than myself, the sacr!-.

fices that it would involve.”

~\The reterence to Iong-lost originals
brlngs Ina curious plece of literary gosslp.
~Feann pudblished four volumes during his
Iffetime and left a.nother volume ready for
the press, which, after some delay, was

likewise published. Then it was djscovered'

" that all the orlginals had been lost, includ-
ing the holographs preaented to George III
Suspiclons wore aroused by such a remark-
able dlsappearance of ‘all the . -documents

" upon. which Fenn had : based his five vol-
umes, and it was even sald In prlnt that
the Paston Letters were spurjous.’ Fortu-

k. nately, the orlcin;ll ot l?'onn‘i nm-q volumo

came to light in 1865, whlle the originals of
volumes iv. and v. appeared at Roydon Hall
in 1875, just as Mr. Galrdner was finishing
his former edition, At -last, in-1889, the
originals of volumes i. and ii. were found
at Orwell Park in Suffolk among the books
of thé late Col. Tomline. It will be remem-
bered that Pitt’s tutor and life-long friend
was Dr. ‘Pretymnn,v who changed his name

‘to Tomline and became Bishop of -Lincoln.

Whether through Pitt or not, Fenn’s pres-
ent to George III. drifted into his hands®
and lodged there. The authentlcity of the
Paston” Letters i now established beyond
chance of dispute.

The special feature of this new edition in
the Introduction, an entire volume. Mr.
Galrdner’'s edition of 1872-75,- published +by
Arber, comprised three ‘volumes, each with
its separate Introduction. In thelr stead a
single long Introduction of nearly 400 pages
has been placed at the head of a fourth
volume, and it -is followed by upwards of &
hundred unpublished letters. Regarding the
introduction, we may say that it remains
substantinlly the same as before, though
presented more compactly. It “contains the
three former introductions brought together
8o that they may be read consecutively, with
just one or two slight additions and amend-
ments, besides the correction of positive
errors wherever they have been ‘detected.”
Greater changes have been made with,the

_preface, though its gencral character re-

mains the same.

As for the newly published letters, they
number 105, and are to be found detached
from the rest at the end of the introduction.
Most of them were known to Mr. Gairdner
in 1876, and an appendix to.the edition of
that date gives a brief inventory of their
contents. They totm part of the originals
which were rediscovered by Mr. George
Frere at Roydon Hall.. After haviog been
bought at Christie’s by a dealer, they were
sold flve years ago to the British Muse
and are thus public property. They m'e
catalogued under the "Addltlonal".MSS
They are, of: ‘course, interesting, but we_
can see nothing in them which will have the’
effect- of changing our estimate of fhe
Paston family<or of the Paston lettera, Sir
John Fastnlf still seoms the hardfisted land-
lord, entrenched at Calster Castle. John Pas:’|

ton s still quarrelling with Tuddenham and

Heylon, 16 still havin. endless lawsuits, and
is still immersed-in troubles arising out of
Fastolf's will. Margaret Paston is still ths
faithful wife and skilful manager. Almost]

"g]l the new letters are records of business

transactions, and -the reader will hit upon
little which lies outside the hard work of.
the world. The story of the younger Pas-
ton's marriage negotiation with Margery

Brews, so entertainlng an eplsode of the

older volumes, has no parallel in this after-
math of correspondence. A'rhe fortunes of
the ‘Pastons, which had "improved under

‘Henry VI, recelyed -a'.setback under Ed-

ward IV, .After \the death of her husband
fn 1468, Margaret:Paston was sore pressed
by -family foes and by the follies of her
sons. - Living amid much chicanery and
sharp dealing, she is the mqat attractive
of the Pastons, and the beat letters of the
supplement relate’ to her care for the’ pres-
ervation -of her house atfer; its: evil days
have ' set ln. It- has now come to semng
the plate and. cutting . the tiinber.: Her sons’

" tific, semi-jnstinctive testing.

m thrmlm nna her’ toel are vlolent. Yet

she proves as loyal in her age as she had
been in’ her prime, and shows that even in
the Middle Ages the will of & determined
woman-wag not 'to be neglected.

Bibliotics; or the Study ot Documents, De-
termination of the Individual Character
of Handwriting, and Detection of Fraud

" and Forgery: New Methods of Research.
By Persifor Frazer. Third ed. Philadel-
phia: J. B. Lippincott Co. 1901. 8vo, pp.
266. )

Here we find burselves plunged Into a
corner of the fray that has so long been
raging all over the field of historical criti-
clsm between instinct and systematic loglc.
“Your Instinctive judgments are subjective,”
cry the logical party, “and your. preten-
slons to detecting what common men can-
not detect, or to applylng what you calf
the principles of common sense to history,
are proved to be charlatanry by your all com-
ing to different conclusions, without any
accord but that of fashion.” “Your wooden -
rules never penetrate the facts,” the lauders
of instinct retort, “and your notion that
one can form any just judgment concernlng
human conduct, in any depdrtment, without
the exercise of tact and of subtle feeling, is
worthy of the savans of Laputa.” Dr., Fra-
zer adds his welght to the loglclans’ side
in the discussion of that branch of the
sclence of diplomatics which seeks to fden-
tity individual handwritings. ;

' The:old- tashloned experts in throgrnphy,

the Chabots. and the lke, set out from the

fact that we all of us learn to recognize
at a glance, we scarce know how, yot with
entire confidence, almost as many hand-
writiigs as faces.' The real certainty of
our identifications, even of faces, falls short
of our ‘confidence in them. In the case ot

“writing, the expert .often meots with doubt,

either his own or on the part of others
whom he wishes to convince; and In such
a.case, the old practice is to observe close-
ly what appear to be salient features, such
as the ways of forming single letters. Jurles
mlght sometimes be convinced in that way,
but it is ‘2 somewhat dublous proceeding.
There is all the difference in the world be-
tween the trustworthiness.of an emphatio
Instinctive judgment, made unreflectively,
and an alloy of instinct with semi-aclen-
When it
comes to applying tests at all, the only se-
curity lies in making the testing. process
thoroughly scientific. Now the first rule of
sclentific induction is that it ought to be
planned and performed under the guidance
-of mathemntlcal considerations, and to that
end it ought to be rendered qunntltatlve
wherever. it can be so rendered. Now, as Dr,

. Frazer shows, quantitative tests can be

applied to handwriting in such profusion
that it ought -to be possible to develop a
method which should hopelessly distance
every attempt at imitation.

But to develop such a method wlll re-
quire an arduous sclentific investigation, It.
is by no means a thing which can be got
up for any case that may occurj : though
cases may happen to arise in which, owlng
to peculiar -clroumstances, mathematical

tests may readily be devised. Even after

the sclentific method shall have beén devel«
‘oped, another serious study must be made
of the art of presenting the proofs so-that
-&. jury can’ tairly weigh them, - Dr.: Merr
hu bmoken ground tor tho

road which. "
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