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~ hig ‘Choiscul et Voltaire’ (1900).

July 24, 1902]

The Natlon.

of two persons, the Abbé Barthélemy,
whose ncqtiaintance she had made in Rome,
and Madame du Deffand, whom she had
known first In the salon of Madame du
Chitel. Madame du Deffand is familiar to
all who are acquainted with the history

" of French society in the eighteenth cen-

tury; she is well known, also, to all who
have read the Letters of Horace Walpole,

In 1761 Choiseul bought, near Amboise,
the magnificent chiiteau of Chanteloup; in
1764 JLouis XV. united Chanteloup to Am-
boise,
peerage under the title of Choiscul-Am-
bolse. Cholscul entercd into correspon-
dence with. Voltaire at the time when,
after his quarrel with the great Frederiek,
the philosopher took refuge in the pays de
(lcx, a little territory situated between the
Jura mountains and Switzerland. Voltaire
obtained from Choiseul the renewal of some
immimllies which made the pays de¢ Ger
neutral ground. The letters of that pe-
riod, some of which are very amusing,
were published by M. Pierro Calmettes.in
In 1762
peace was signed at last; and if the l‘tiSU“S
of the Seven Yedrs' War were not very
brilliant, it was not the fault of Choiseul,
who had found everything going wrong
when he entered the Cabinet, and who had
succeeded in procuring men and money
in abundance for the continuation of hos-
tilities. In the midst of all his troub_les
Chojseul never ccased to extend his pro-
tection to Voltaire; he did so during the
famous Calas, affair, after the pubHcation
of the ‘Dictionnaire Philosophique.” -But
the time: twvas approaching when he was
going to lose his ally, Madame de Pompa-
dour, who was, like himself, Imbued with
philosophical Idcas and an encmy of the
Jesuits. The Marquise dled 'on‘_‘tho. 15th
of April, 1764, at the age of o y forty-lwo
years, worn out by the fatiguep of her Iife.
She left in her will to Madamg de Cholseul
a box of silver adorned with bfilliants, and
to Choiseul a remarkable diagiond. Choi-
seul's difficulties were now o Dbegin in
carnest.

A BRYGES RXHIBJT.
To THE EDITOR OF THE NATION: .

SIRr: At Bruges, Bélglum, an exhibition is
now open, until Scptember 15, of works of
old Flemish painters. In the Hotel du Gou-
vernement Provineial have been brought
together the Memlings from the Hopital de
Saint Jean, many Memlings and Van Eycks
from private collections in Euunnd and
France, and a numbm of other oarly Flem-
ish pictures. Ono of these latter, of the
beginning of the sixteenth century, shows
that the artist was striving for the effects
of lighting attained by Rembrandt a hun-
dred years later. ]

In the Gruuthuus is a collection of mis-
sals apd {lluminated manuscripts which
date from about the tenth to the fiftecnth
centuries. Examined in connection with the
oil paintings, these missals are an object-
lesson in the evolution of painting in north-
ern -Europe. Beginning about the tenth
eentury, the earliest drawings show an art
knowledge on a par with -that of a child
about cight years old; if they were not rep-
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and created out of them a ducal-

\

resentations of saints, they might be as-
cribed to a Sioux Indlan or a South Sca
Islander. As the centurles roll om, the il-
luminations {mprove: drawing creeps in, so
does color, gllmpses of landscape begln to
appear behind the figures, until at the end
of the fifteenth century some really flne
water colors are produced. Some of these
show a close kinship with the olls of the
Van Eycks and Memling. Indce'd, so close-
ly do some men-at-arms . represented in
one of the manuseripts resemble the men-
at-arms in the legend of Saint Ursula of
Memling, that it scems quite possible that
the water-color was painted by Memling
himself.

The conclusion to be drawn from the
Bruges exhibit Is, that tho earliest ofl
paintings were only enlarged prayer-book
illustrations garried out mofe‘thoroughly in
a  different medium. The aims and the
methods of the painters (and possibly the
painters themselves) were the same in
-both, and the only notauble difference is
that the oils are larger and more elaborate
than the water-colors. To uny one in-
terested in art, the Bruges exhibition is
\\'cll_;\'or(h a visit, for it may be doubted
wheller such an oppostunlty for studying
de visu the evolution, "of early European
painting has ever before been offered to the
public. EpwiIN S. BALCH.

ll}mxmrnu v, d, lli‘um, July 8, 1002,
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The late John G. Nicolay had completed o |

condensation of the ten-volume Lite of Lin-
coln produced by him in conjunction with
the present Secretary of State. 1t will 'soon
De jssued by-the publishers of that work,
the Century Co. -

In keeping with the revival of interest
In Northwestern exploration and fur-trade
is the promised reprint of Alexander Mac-
kenzie's century-old and classic ‘Voyages'
across this continent, by the New Amster-
dam Book Company. They announce fur-
ther a translation of the ‘Mabinogion’ by
Lady Charlotte Guest.

T. Y. Crowell & Co. have in press
‘Thoreau: His Home, Friends, and Books,"
by Mrs. Annie Russell Mnrblé; ‘Economics
of Forestry,” by B. E. Fernow; ‘'Word Coin-
age,’ a study of slang and provincialisms,
by Leon Mead; ‘Mind Power and Privi-
leges,” by Albert B. Olston; Poe's Works in
seventeen volumes, cdited by Prof. James
A. Harrison; Hawthorne's Romances In
fourteen, cdited by Prof. Katharine Lee
Bates; and Tennyson’s Poems in ten, edited
by Prof. Eugene Parsons.

‘Ghetto Silhouettes,’ to be publlshed by
James Pott & Co.,
sian-Jewlsh element in this country.

‘The Conquest of the Alr,” by John Alex-
ander, announced by A. Wessels Co., will
have a proface by one of the conquerors,
Sir Hiram Maxim. ‘

Taine's Correspondence in an IInglish
verslon will be brought out In this country
by E. P. Dutton & Co.

For an occasional lighthouse-builder like
¥. Hopkinson Smith, there {s obvious pro-
priety in naming ‘“‘Beacon Edition'’ the new
output of this versatile author’'s works in
ten duodecimo volumes by Charles Scrib-

. ner’s Sons, by arrangement with Houghton,
- Mifflin & Co. It is also highly appropriate

shadow forth the Rus=.]

that Mr. 8mith should be tho artist of the
colored. fllustrations, and this is the case
with volume one (‘Lagucrre's and Well-
Worn Roads’); in volume six (‘Caleb West,
Master-Diver’); on the other hand, the
drawings are by Reuterdahl. We can say
no more at present . of this attractive col-
lection, which Is handsomely printed, and
tastefully bound in crimson cloth. Several
volumes aro still to come, and the whole .is
a subscription pll_b'llcntlon.

_ The fourth volume of tho *Theory of Mif-
ferential Equations,’ by Prof. Thorpe (Mac-
millan Co.)—virtually the fifth, since his
‘Treatise’ ought to be regarded as an in-
troduction to the ‘Theory'—ls peorhaps the
last volume, though one more, at least,
ought to follow. It is the most practical
of the four, since it i‘elateg; to ordinary
linear cquations. Nothing quite equivalent
to this work exists fn any language; no-
thing at all in our language supplying the
same. need of all who use differential equa-
tions.

" Drude's ‘Theory of Optles,’ translated by

C. R. Mann and R. A. Millikan (Loogmans, '

Green & Co.), s the only work In-our lan-
guage, if not in any language, which pre-
sents the modern tHeory in the form of a
text-book. No one whose business it is ta
be acquainted with the modern thoory of
light can afford to leave this work ‘un-
studied.

"It Is a common misconcepuon that the
pulse is an expansion of an 'nrtery (pop-
ularly confined to the wrist) from an in-
creased volume of blood forced through it
by the heart beat. In fact, the artery docs
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not expand, and more blood does not pass -

any given point at a fixed tlme. 'i‘)go_ blood
flow is continuous, and the impulse folt on
pressure against a resisting background is
that of a wave running along the channel
Its-bedside lossons are traditionally of the
greatest value; but the common impres-
.slon that frequency and force are the only
essentials to be observed, and that the
nurse who makes a record of the pumber
of beats relieves the educated touch from
its delicato duty, is qulte erroneous.
blood wave has numerous features besides
mere force and f{requency, and each tells
its story to the instructed mind. Dr. James
Mackenzie’s ‘Study of the Pulse’ (Maecmils
lan) is & delightfully clear and caretul dis-
cusslon of the\‘ whole supject, with speclal
inquiry,.as to thie diagnostic value ot pulge
irregiilarity, and includes a survey of ihy
venous and.the liver pulse.

and reflecting upon- these 'tac&s ‘We espe-
cially commend secuan 10 1 tq ‘thosa fnsur-
ance companies whlc{h, rane " bradycardia
an unqualified caus(p for rejection. Iir.
Mackenzle has, in <our opinion, added a

_classic to.tbe. litemtum-ot-clmu:n] Jnedi-

The BquJc of the Mungch .ef,lldgumnw
Zeiluny, No. 130, contains, ifoin; thc pen’ of

Albert Mayr, an ‘Instructive rcporl. of tha

excavations nmde during the pnm. twenty-
five years by »P‘ather A. L. Delattre. on
the site of ancient Carthdge, which have
resulted practicnlly in restoring in outline
the old Punic_-city, ‘and (shed a flood of
light on the llte and. antiquities of that
mighty rival of Romc The whole work
has consisted virtually in unearthing one
vast necropolis; the number of tombs from
the oldest period alone, hetween the sixth
and elghth centurles, being more than
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For twcnty/
years the author has been. accumulatlm,*




