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hints which they furnish of his literary am-
bitlons and those of his contemporaries.
Moreover, ag one gets better acquainted
with Petrarch, it becomes apparent that
his conduct belicd the semi-monastic con-
ception of life to which he pays so much
respect.

Among the really genuine expressions of
feeling whioh -have been included in the
present collection, none is nobler than the
old scholar’s reply to his friend Boccaccio,
who was urging him to spare his declining

. strength: ‘““Constant work and application

are .the life of my soul, When you see
me less, ongel‘ad longing for rest, you
may be sure that I am soon to die.
You would like me to .glve up ‘reading and
writing; but, far from trying me, they are
a pleasant recrcation, and delight me after
greater hardships—nay, they even make
me forget these.” *“‘Nulla culamo,"he con-
cludes, ‘“‘agilior est sarcipa, nulla jucun-
dior; voluptates alie fugiunt et mulcendo
leedunt, calamus et in manus - sumptus
mulcet et deposttus delectat, ac prodest non
domino suo tantum sed aliis multis sepe
etlam absentibus, nonnunqimm et posteris
post annorum millorum.”

The Theory of Optics. By Padl Drude. Trans-
lated from the German by C. Riborg Mann

" and Robert A. Millikan. Longmans, Green
& Co. 1902. 8vo, pp. xxi, 546.

This Is a thoroughly modern text-book,
not W¥ndbook, of its subject. The fact that
it carries a preface’ by Professor Michelson
is a sufficlent assurance of Its sclentific
character. As any really to-day's treatise
on any branch of general physics must do,
it supposes an elementary acquaintance
with the calculus; and its pages bristle
with equations which signify hard work for
the reader and full compensation therefor.
Descriptions of instruments and statements
of experimental results are summary, not to
say skeletal.

ter ot course, optlcs is here treated as a
branch of the theory of electricity. The
work consists ot four parts (which nobody
can suspect a German professor of simply
numbering c¢onsecutively) — the first, on
geometrical optics; - the second, on the
phenomena of light treated in the general
manner of Fresnel; the third, on the elec-
trical theory and the optical characters of
crystals, metals, etc.; the fourth, on radia-
tion. The assignment of one principal part
to radiation.is 4 mark of modernity; and
the distribution of space a!%fng the four
parts is significant. Taking the second part,
_which is a trific under 160 pages, as a stan-
dard of comparison, the geometrical part
is threc-fourths as long, the electrical part
is half as long again as the second, the dis-
cussion of radiation one-third of the same
unit, The book is not at all overloaded,
‘like s0 many German books; nor is there
any undue partiality to any particular top-
fe. The matter is judiciously selected, and
contains nothing more than ought to be fa-
millar to everybody whose business or
amusement it Is to be acquainted with the
theory of optics. The fault, if there be any,
is rather in the omission of interesting top-
fcs. The student will derive from it all the
pleasure that there is in the sénse that
one's thoughts are. gulded by a master-
mind, 3
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As Scen from the Ranks.
Benton. Putnams.

By Charles E.

Sober narratives of our civil war con-
fined to personal experfence. are “always
welcome. Such a one s that named
above, The author, a minor, enlisted Oc-
tober, 1862, in Company A, One Hundred
and Fiftieth New York Volunteers, and
was assigned to the regimental band. In
that humble capacity he served until the
close of the war, nearly three years later.
The regiment guarded Baltimore, took part
In Gettysburg, camped-on * the
marched and fought from Chattanooga to
Atlanta, Savannah, and Bentonville, and
participated in the Grand Review. It was a
wide expericnce for a home-keeping youth,
As usual with bandsmen then, he was de-
tailed for duty in the fleld hospitals when
battles were in progress, and he became |
most humanly interested in the care of
The little sketch-book re-
cords without gasconade the particulars of
a soldler’s life. It notes without exag-
geration the appearance of a fought-over
fleld, the details of an extemporized hos-
pital maintained without premeditation for
months, the incidents of life In camp and
on the march, the scnsation of being un-
der umaccustomed fire, and the indifference
to it that is bred of familiarity, the as-
pects of foraging in Georgia and of build-
ing corduroy roads in the Carolinas. The
author rarely goes beyond what he has
scen; and, with reserve unusual in the ir-
responsible, expresses few opinions upon
generalship, although it is true that he
does not approve of McClellan’s ‘course
after Antletam nor of Meade's at Falling
Waters, The only recital not familiar to
survivors of the war is, within our read-
ing, so exceptional that; while suspecting
it based on mislntormatxon, we quote it en-
tire for authoritative denial or confirma-
tion. On’ the march from Savannah to
Raleigh, Mr. Benton found, among ‘“oases
of 'pla‘ntations” in the cypress swamps, one

told us—to raising slave children for mar-
ket. There were nearly 300 slave 'women_
and a dozen or two slave men about the
place” (p. 256). A few minor errors catch
the eye: A corporal of the guard, not the
color sergeant, lowers the flag at retreat
(p. 6); Littletown, Pa., should be Littles-
town (p. 61); ‘“Jeb” Stuart of cavalry re-
nown was not a member of the Steuart
famlly of Baltimore, whose estate shel-
tered the hospital first- known as the Steu-
art's Mq%,» but, later as the Jarvis (p.
12); and the/Bouth did not have more West
Pointers than the Government (p. 41), but
it made better use of those it had. Mr.
Benton's reminiscences revive in a most
amiable way what the war meant to the
rank and fife, and teach later generations
glories had shadows as well as
lights, but that those who sustained the
Government by arms did so cheerfully .and
with intelligence, regardless of the hard-
ships of the way.
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