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it would be indispensable to inquire how
far i?lementary metric geometry reasons
correctly, and whether or not, in rendering
its reasoning sound (without which it must
be positively mischievous), it would not
necessarily become far too difficult for- the
average boy. There is a way ‘Ezin .which, by
easy  exerclses, geometry al\ly
develop great logical strength in almost any

boy; but it supposes such a revolution in the

methods of presentation and of instruction
as would be practicable only in a country
where teachers were more genuinely edu-
cated and had more lelsure and stimulus
to study than thoy have in ours.. In default
of that, the very inferior, but much easier,
subject of the theory of numbers affords a
far sounder discipline of the logical pow-
ers,

Handbook of Birds of the Western Uniled
Rtates. By Florence Merriam ' Bailey,
Houghton, Miffiin & Co. 1902.

Bird students have long wanted & com-
prchensive manual of Western birds that
should correspond to. Mr, Frank M. Chap-
man’s authoritative and attractive manual
of Eastern birds. - The book just published
by Mrs. Bailey meets the need in a highly
satisfactory way. The author records orig-
inal observations on nearly every page, and
she has thoroughly explored the literature
of Western birds even down to publications
of which the fnk is hardly dry. Though the
book is in the main a, systematic work, it
begins with ghort essays on the migration,
the distribution, the economic value, and
the protection of birds, and methods of
studylng them and of proparin@xgpecimens,
Several local lists and a bibliography -com-
plete the introductory matter. The main
body of the work takes up systematically
every specles and subspecles of bird in the
United States west of thé hundredth mer!-
dian. An jmportant feature is the system
of keys similar to that employed by Chap-
man and Ridgway. Illustrations are glven
for nearly all the birds, many of them from
drawings by the best of our bird artists,
Mr. Louis Agassiz Fuertes.. Some of the
other illustrations, particularly those made
from photographs of skins, do not quite
reach the nicety of execution otherwise uni-
form in the book, - i

The keys and the numerous illustrations
make the work of identifying birds com-
paratively easy. Suppose that the student
has in his hand & certaln bird closely as-
soclated “with the flelds of dry cornstalks
and the smoky, budding wood-lots” of early
spring, and with the frosty stubble and sere

thickets of autumn., The key shows hlm,‘

by the character of the bill and the
slze and position of the hind toe, that
the bird belongs to the order of gal-

linaceous birds, Turning .to the special:

key to that order, he finds that be-
cause his bird is without spurs, metallic
plumage, and naked héad or vaulted tail,
it 1s excluded from the family of. turkeys
and pheasants, and falls into that of grouse,
partridges, and quails, thq Tetraonidem. Thero
are a dozen genera in this family, but a
key supplemented by marginal drawings
of the diagnostic parts of birds of the dif-
ferent genera is a suficlent guide. Of the
two main divisions of the family, this bird
belongs, not to the group in which the
legs are feathered down to the base of the.
toes, but to that in which the contrary is
true; further, it belongs to the subdivision
that bas no ruff, thus being separated from
the rufted grouse; still further, it fits into
the minor division having the "tail mbre
than half as long as the wing, and the claws
moderate. Since its head is not crested,
however, it {8 excluded from ths group of
partridges. There remains for it, t'hsn,
only the genus Colinus, and because it has
a white throat and under parts lightly and
irregularly barred, it must be Colinus vir-
ginianus, the common bob-white. ‘For iden-
titying birds in the fleld, without specimens,
a ‘“fleld key' is appended to the book.

Under each species the author notes col-
or, measurements, and general structure,
distribution, food, and character of nest
and eggs, and generally adds an original
description of the bird’s appearance, habits,
and landscape setting. In this last work,
which is the most attractive part of the
text, Mr. Vernon Bailey has given consid-
erable assistance. The following extracts
show the interesting style of the descrip-
tions: -

“The magpie {s a feature of the land-
scape, whether seen {n flight as a black
air-ship, with white side-whetlers and long,
black rudder moving against a background
of red cliffs in the Garden of the Gods, or
geen standing as .a lay-figure on a stone
wall in a Mormon village. . There is always
a freedom and largeness about his proceed-
ings., Sometimes he will take wing so near
that you see the green gloss on his back,
flying with even water-level flight far and
away, till he becomes a black dot and dis-
appears’ beyond your fleld of vision. - His
masterful, positive character .is not Ilost
even when he goes squacking about his
daily business. Whatever he does or says,
he claims the attention of the neighborhood,

_except when he has a segret to hide. . .

“The road-runner 1&% one of the most
original and entertalning of Western birds.
The newcomer is amazed when the long-
tafled creature darts out of the brush and

,8hea, J. G. Early
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races the horses - down the road, easily
keeping ahead as they trot, and, when tired,
turns out into the brush and throws his
tafl over his back to stop himself. Even’
the oldest {nhabitant likes to talk about the
swift runner, whom it takes a ‘“right peart .
cur to catch,’” and who eats horned toads,.
comes to drink and feed with the hens in
the dooryard ome day, and the next may
be hunted vainly in the dense ‘chaparral or
cactus where it makes its home.” . . .
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Commission, no town has lost all its rec-
ords, and but two volumes for, which thare
Are no substitutes have been destroyed by
fire. The “State Standard Ink” formula has
been adopted by the United States Treasury
Department, and the authorized type-writer
ribbons have withstuod m very severe test
of exposure to sunlight. ! ,
Dr. Livingstone is accused by Kruger in
his Memoirs of having alded the Kaffirs in
their struggles with the Boers by having
in his house “a complete workshop for the
repairs of firearms and a .multitude of war
materials, which Liyingstone kept ‘stored
up for Secheli’s use.”” The falsity of thig
charge {5 convincingly proved by the Rev.
J. 8. Moffat, brother-in-law of the great
missionary, and for many years a South
African official, in an Interesting letter to
the London Times full of personal remin-
Iscences. Referring to tho.Sand River con-
vention of 1852, forbldding the supply of
A&rms or ammunition to the natives, which
Kruger says L!ylngstone violated, Moffat
asserts: “To my certaln knowledge, the
Boers have done a very large share In arm-
Ing- the natives themselves.” It surely {11
becomes Mr. Kruger “to try to asperse tho
memory of a man whose one object in lite
wag to do his duty to the sorrowful and
oppressed races of the dark continent.”
The death of the chiet Ultramontane
" politicus, Dr. H. J. A, M. Schaepman of Hol-
lan@, at Rome, January 21, removes from
the Lower House of the States-General the
most conspicuous member of the Catholic
wing of the anti-revolutionary (fusion)
party, which won a victory at the polls in
the. summer of 1901, overthrowing the old
Liberal party and installing Dr. Abraham
Kuyper, an ultra-Calvinist, as Dutch Pre-
‘mier. Apart from. Dr. Schaepman’s ac-
knowledged political ability, both as orator,
-campaign manager, and organizer of forces
in the House, he enjoyed a unique reputa-
tion in the Dutch-speaking world for his
exquisite prose style, his poems, and his
numerous literary productions, which were
remarkable alike for thelr -clearness,
strength, and finish, Born in 1844, he re-
ceived his doctorate at Rome in 1869, and
entered the Catholic Seminary at Rysen-
burg: as "professor In 1869, and the House
of Representatives In 1880. The.later yearsg
of hls life, as professor in the .seminary

~at Rysenburg-ami-as editor 61 Qs TWatch-"

man and Het Centrum (The Centre), were
marked by intense activity. He was one
of the prominent figures during the corona-
tion festivities of 1898, having already been
admitted into and decorated with the in-
signfa of most of the Dutch royal orders.
One volume of his poems {s in the fourth
edition. Since 1901, he had been house-
prelate and prothonotary in the papal
household.” The Dutch-Americans as well
as the Netherlands bemoan the fact that,
his. writings being in Dutch, his Iiterary
light is hidden under a ‘bushel; .

—The appeal of the March Century is pri-
marily to the man of affairs. Ray Stannard
Baker opens the number with the first paper
of a series on “The Great Northwest,” fol.
lowing the same general llnes as his serlqé
of last year on the Southwest, ‘w\
menschein replaces Maxfleld Parrish as ‘the
fllustrdtor. Jacob A. Rils writes .of the
“Gateway of Nations" (Ellis Island), while
Gustave Michaud and Prof. Franklin H,
Giddings dlscuss the question “What Shall
We Be?” in_view of the various elements

pers,

'Ernest Bl

constantly pouring thrpugh this gateway.
The English language and the traditions of
the English faw, we are told, will remain.
The thought and the soclal life of the people
nust be largely influenced by the admix-
ture. But the outlook is hopeful. *‘The pro-
portions- will be such as to make a people
strong and plastic—with possibilities of ac-
tion and expression, of grasp upon the gar-
nered experience of the race, and of daring
outreach fnto the things that as yet have
never been, such as no peuple has yet

shown.” Will Payne wrifes of the Chicago -

Board of Trade; describing. the exclting
operations of the grain market, and argu-
ing strongly for the general advantage to
be. gained from the speculative dealing {n
grain, which makes of wheat “a liquid asset
everywhere in the United States.” For this

reason, and this alone, we are told, the.

grain grower can borrow on his wheat from
75 to 85 per cent. of its current price, while
on tbe iand upon which It was grown he
cannot ottain more than 50 or 60 per: cent,
The *“so-called” Tobacco Trust is described
by George Buchanan Fife, and Herman Justi
makes a plea for the organization (as dis-
tinguished from consolidation) of capital as
the best means of dealing fairly and suc-
céastully with organized labor.

—Henry Augustus Rowland being a name
upon which attention will dnevitably be
arrested in any extensive future history of
the development of human. knowledge, the
fyture readar of that hiztory may ask, “How
came such a tree to grow to such propor-
tlons in such a soll?* Waell, it happenéd
that the duty of tending that tree fell upon
a'“unlveraity president of such singular dis-

cernment as not to take fright at meeting”

with a real llve man, a man obtrusively
and paively real and personal; and so the
tree’ was supplied with the desirable fer-
tilizer, and quite {ndispensable vacancy,
without which its growth might have been
vigorous, but never could have attained to
largeness- and symmetry Had Rowland
been a growth of French soil, the publica-
tion of his complete works would have been
undertaken by the Government, and would
have been executed {n such slyle as seemed
worthy of a nation in the van of civiliza-
tion. Let us hope that some complete pub-

-llcation-may somehow be-made yet. - Megi:

time we recelve from the Johns Hopkins
Unlversity & cheapish reprint (“The Physli-
cal Papers of Henry Augustus Rowland')
of his experlmental works, some of them
too much abridged to answer all the pur-
Poses of the critical student. The volume
contains, besides, some public addresses and
other writings which we are thankful to find
thus made avaflable. Those works by which
Rowland most stirred physical thought,
and upon which his place among those
Amerlcan physiclsts who, since Rumford,
have {nfluenced fundamental conceptions (it
any other such there be), must mostly de-
pend, are omitted. It is sald, in excuse for
this strange method, that Rowland himself
did not desire the republication of those pu.
Weéare not told why; but Rowland
certainly did not depart from the usual
type of genius in that blg Judgment was less
sure than that of ordinary men. Thoae
who knew him would not be surpriged to
hear that he had passed through a phase in
which, like Pascal, he.thought mathematics
an jdle amusement. But this should not
have influenced the editors, '

. they are ‘“‘not allen."

—'Tolstoy as Man and Artlst,’ by Dmitry
Merejkowskl (G. P. Putnam's Sons), em-
braces also an essay on Dostoyevskl. The
book fs critical as well as biographical,
and, {f It were more readable, would at-
tract a great deal of notice, for, to men-
tion only one point, the picture drawn ot
Tolstoy is quite different from that which
the ordinary' reader of ‘War and Peace’
and ‘The Kingdom. of God is within You’
bave formed. We will not go so far ag to
say that Merejkowski sceks to represent
Tolstoy as a humbug, but there are many
PAges in his book which will’be painful to
those to whom Tolstoy is seer and prophet,
¢ g.. when he is referred, to as “lying on
h‘ls back and walling in the high grass, as
you and I and all the resg of us.” W
are very much disinclined to be drawn Into
any "appreclallon" of Merejkowski, for we
arc mot at all surc 38 to what the Intention ~
of his volume is. It is obscure, -involved,
contradictory, and exaggerated, and at the
same time argumentative, It not contentious
—a bad assemblage of qualities for critical
writlig.  Dostoyevski is contrasted with
Tolstoy as ‘“the artist most contrary” to
the latter “in the literature of all ages and
Datures.” This Is a specimen of our au-.
thor's exaggeration. Certainly the tweo
writers do not belong to the same school,
but, as this critic very well knows, they
are akin; in tho next line he declares
On the whole, the
volume Is dlsappolnting, Tt arouses expec-
totions, but does ‘not satisfythem.

—jThe last Quarterly Statement of the Pal-
estine Exploration Fund containg the sec-
ond report of the excavation of Gezer. Mr.

- Macalister has uncovered an anclent mega-

lithic temple consisting “of a row of seven
monoliths, with an eighth standing apart,
and flanked by stumps of two others™; the -
first megalithic monumeént ever unearthed.
The large stones in thig monument vary in -
helght from seven to almost eleven teet,
The holy stone par czxcellence is not one of
these giants, but a stone about the height
ol a man, five feet five, the upper end some-
what pointed and rubbed smooth by the
kissing, anoluting, -or other haudllng of
the worshippers. The form of this stone
and that of sofhe of the Iarger stones which
support and, as it were, honor it, indicates -
“the ideas of nature worship connected with
this temple, and the abundant votive ob-
Jects found in and about these stones make
clear the character of that worship. Mr.

Macalister also found in connection |
with this temple what seemed to be
cvidences of child sacrifice. He traces .

the history of this temple, -if such a .
primitive, uncovered place of worship may ~
be called a temple, from a prehistoric pe-.
riod, 2000 n. ¢, or earlier, on to about 600
B. C. From present cvidence {t seems to
have been a sanctuary of the early Semitio
inhabitants, worship at which continued
after the Hebrew conquest, although the
size of the temple diminished—an evidence
of diminished importance. After the cap-
tivity, the site lost its aancuty—evldencq
again of the thoroughgoing monothelsm of
the post-exilic period. Among the othér
interesting discoverles reported are the re-
mains of a primitive population, troglody-
tic at the outset, which, from skull mea-
surements and other indications, would
seem not to have been Semitie. To them
{8 to 'be ascribed the commencement of
those remarkable caves, at somé places of
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