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Mr. Elder
points out many directions in which he
Lelieves our present copyright statutes
should be amended. The substitution of
a single term of protection for the pres-
ent double térm is recommended in or-
der to do away with the requirement of a
second registration of title and deposit
of copies, and with the opportunities
which the renewal term offers for un-
necessary and delicate complications be-
.tween the author and his assignee. A
longer period of protection, also, is fa-
vored, and it is pointed out that Mr. Ed-
ward Everett Hale has already outlived
the copyright of some of his earlier
works, and that James Russell Lowell's
ear]ieqt copyrights expired during his
lifetime. The English method, Mr, Elder
thinks, is preferable, namely, to grant
protection during the life of the author
and for seven years beyond, or for forty-
two years from first pubhcation——which-
ever is the longer term. .

A simplification of the procedure as
regards registration and deposit in the
case of newspapers ig advocated, and
the protection, which should be secured
by the fact of publication alone, “ought
to bo temporarily extended beyond the
mere language in which the news is
slated.” As great expense is incurred by
the Press Association and individual pa-
pers in procuring news, “the news it-
self, the'facts stated, should be protect-
ed, and not merely the literary vehicle
in which it is conveyed,” but only for a
brief period of time; the public should
‘be entitled shortly after publication to
the full use of all news matorial. Im-
proved legislation taking into account
the natural differontiation between

- books and plays is advocated; and the

penal clauses for unlawful representa-
tion, involving possible imprisonment,
are deprecated and ascribed to the influ-
ence of the “theatrical trust.”
eral lack of harmony in the provisions
of the statutes as to infringement and
the penalties imposed are dwelt upon,

- and it is insisted that “the whole sys-

tem, in the light of its interpretation by
the courts, calls for revision.” ‘
Mr. Elder has concerned himself main-
ly, however, with the statutory formali-
ties upon exact compliance with which,
under the provisions of our laws, copy-
right protection rests. He traces the
development of these from the English
act of Queen Anne (1709) through the
copyright legislation of the - original
States and the various Federal enact-
ments to date, showing how the formal-
itles of registration of title, deposit of
copies, and printing of copyright notice
‘have become conditions precedent to ob-
talning and maintaining the copyright;
and he inveighs against these provisions
as “so many tmps for the feet of the
unwary,” by which “the person entitled
to be secured may be deprived of all
protection by the most trifling slip for
which he may not be, and usually is not,

W
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in any degree responsible.” Notable ex-
amples are given of cases involving the
loss of copyright protection under the

.decisions of the courts, by reason of fal-

ure to comply exactly with the statutes
as to registration, deposit of coples, and
proper printing of the notice of copy-
right. Thus, in the case of the ‘Auto-
crat of the Breakfast Table,’ the copy-
right was lost because it could not be
proved that copies of the Atlantic
Monthly in which it first appeared were
duly deposited. The copies of Gottsberg-
er's expensive édition of “The Ebers Gal-
lery’ (sold at about sixty dollars) were
detained In the express office until the
express charges could be collected, and
hence not delivered at the Library of
Congress.within the statutory time, and

' this delay led to the loss of the copy-

right. The misprinting of the year date
by a single year in the notice of copy-
right has beén held to invalidate the
right. The printing of Mrs. Stowe's
‘The. Minister’s Wooing’ with a notice of
copyright in the author’s name before
the last chapters of the book appeared
in a number of the Atlantic Monthly
bearing notice of copyright in the name
of the publishers, was held to consti-
tute a variance which created a fatal de-
fect. On the other hand, ‘The Professor
at the Breakfast Table’ having been
brought toqcompletion in the Atlantic
Monthly which contained a notice of
copyright in the name of the publishers,
subsequent publication of the work with
a notice of copyright in the name of the
author was lield to be equally fatal, In
effect, an author may be entirely at the
mercy of a mailing cterk in. some pub-
lisher’s office, so that if the title is over-
‘looked and does not reach the copyright
office before publication, the work of
years may lose protection, while the fail-
ure of a shipping clerk to see that the

copies of the book go seasonably for-

ward to Washington may destroy a pub-
lishing right of great value. “It is ab-
surd and wicked,” Mr. Elder exclaims,
“that a slip of a clerk or binder, or a
mistake of the author, publisher, or
rrinter, should utterly. destroy all copy-
right protection!”

The additional prerequisite that books
copyrighted must be “printed from type
set within the limits of the United
States, or from plates made therefrom,”
Mr. Elder explains, was inserted in the
International Copyright bill because it
could not be passed without this pro-
viso.
cal unions throughout the country, which
feared that the proposed legislation
might transfer the setting up and print-
ing of many books.to foreign countrieg,
would have been fatal to the passage of
the act. The agltation for internation-
al copyright had continued fifty years
without success, and it was thought best
by nearly all friends of the cause to
yield the point rather than lose the mea-
sure,

The opposition of the typographi.

. He acknowledges that much se-

vere criticism has been made upon this

part of the act, and, by way of exempli-

fying the ground of suchcriticism, states

that a recent publication which ‘had

been set up and printed in England en-

tailed an expense of upwards of $40,000

for resetting and electrotyping in this .
country. “The American market, how-

ever, is s0 vast and so profitable,” ac-

cording to Mr. Elder, “that the expense

is not prohibitive,” and it is now, at all

cvents, he concludes, “too late to con-*
sider any change in that branch of the

statute.”

His conclusions may be thus sum-
marized: that there is need of revision
and simplification of the law of literary
and artistic property; that as it is the
securing of an existing right, and not
the creating of a new one, for which the
law makes provision, as a corollary the
law should liberally protect and not fet-
ter, hamper, or in Any case defeat the
right, “The basis on which our copy-
right provisions.rest is erroneous. It
being true that the author's right of
property results from his labor, genius,
and ingenuity, and that protection was
intended to be secured to him because of -
his dedication of his work to.the public,
there i3 no reason why the security it-
self ghould be imperilled by a variety of
technicalities, or why the value of the
work should be frittered away in litiga-
tion on questiong which have nothing to
do with the real work of ownership.”
Finally, Mr. Elder contends that “the
law requires adaptation to modern con-
ditiops, It Is no longer possible to sum- °
marize it in a few sectlons covering
every thing copyrightable, It should be
revised so that protection to the honest
literary worker, artist, or designer shnll
be sxmple and certain ”

&
THE NATIONAL ACADEMY MEET 'G.
L 2 WASHINGTON, April 23, 1903.

The session of the National Academy of
Sciences, which has just been brought to a
close, has been one of unusually varled
interest. From the point of view of utillty
to human life, "the most important paper
wis one by Dr. Weir Mitchell, in v ch
he announced the acquisition of an anti-
dote to the poison of the rattlesnake. It
was many years ago that Dr. Mitchell orig-
inated the theory, soon demonstrated hy
himself and Dr. Reuchert, that the venoms
of the cobra and of the rattlesnake, though
they appear at first gight to be as different
as possible in thelr effects, have the same’
qualitative composition. The bite of the

:cobra is almost always promptly fatal,

without much local soreness or swelling. -
The victim dles beforc. any such symptoms’
can manifest themselves. The blte of the
rattlesnake s not usually fatal; but frlght—
ful swelling ensucs, followed by a breaklng
down of the health, from which t_hc person
may not recover for yecars, or not at all—
phenomena only too well known in those
parts of our country where the Crotalus
abounds. Yet both venoms are mixtures of
the same two In different proportions. One
of these is a nerve poison, acting, roughly )
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speaking, like strychninme. If it does not
kill promptly, its effcets pass off, the m;
ter is eliminated from the s stem, and &t
s the end of it. "This constitutes nine-
tenths of the cobra venom. An antidote
for it has been known for some time. The
other constituent, whieh s predominant in
the poison of the rattlesnake, acts like n
zymotic poison,. dissolves some of the fine
tissues of the blood cells and its vossels,
and in particular destroys the resistance
of the blood to bacterial poisons generally.
It dves not kill at once,”but brings about
feartul lesions, and lays the system open
to wll sorts of malignant influcenees, It is
against this *poison that br. Fléxner of
I‘hil:\d].‘lphi:l, @ well-known student of Dr,
~ Welr. Mitchell, has suecceeded in finding a
protective serum  which bhas been L tested
upon guinea-pigs an\l other animals, and
whose practieal etMeacy has been demon-
strated.
T O a widely different ki
MGGt Wild A" paper by M,
bam Bell, describing an invention applica-
bln'pur(icu!ar,ly_t,ojh\.\_cunsu‘ucuunimlkit?»s,—

The idea ‘scems to have l:m'n_:\ corollary
from:a remark of Profes or 5,",,‘1‘1'5&"?)“9711‘ \}
TeIeCT that sined the woight_of. a dying ma-.
ching. 9f glven shape would be proportional
to the lubé of a linear, dimension, while
the area of the :-:nppoii(iug planes would
be proportional to the squuare only of that
dimension, the smaller a flying machine of
given shape, the greater would be its pro-
" Uportional lilting-power. From this it would
seem to rollow that a ll)'ll]glll]qCIIiII(' or i
kite ought to be built up of small “inde-
pendent clements.  In order o obtain the
greatest  three-dimensional stability, the
& eminent inventor gives to cach of the ¢le-
ments out of which the structure of 4 Kite
Is to be built up the form of a vegilar
iclmhvdron or triaugular pyramid, formed
of six cqual Ha calls attention (o
this tetrahcdral form or clementary frame.
, Work as recommending itsell Ly its extra-
ordinary stiffness and lightness, not mere.
Iyefor kites, but wherever 'xj:um-\\'nrl\' is to
be used. ’

Tt would certainly seem (o pyery.
the attention of enginecrs. Mro Bl forms

bars.

-0 solid anhydrons-bora

N
as a preliminary, a very accurate serles

of of experiments to be made, once for all, .in

order to' ascertain the- tensions of those
vapers at different temperatures. The
other study, by Mr. Arthur L. Day, who
was introduced by Dr. Beeker, and who ex-
plained the matier with admirable per-
spieuity and most agreeable delivery, relat-
ed to the phenomena of the hedting and
cooling of anhydrous horax, as the begin-
ning of an investigation into the melting-
points of rock-forming minerals, |

It appears that if a body with a sharply
.Iutinitq melting-point, such as silver, be
llowed to ecool, under consiant conditions,
from a temperature considergbly above the
nmelting-point, (he cooling procecds regu-
larly, thoigh at o s!i;:'hlly Jdiminishing
(omm-mtur{-,su«l‘lu'nly becomes fixed until
the entire mass is solidified: :H‘xrr\\\'hi«:h
the cooling begins again at somewhat the
~Analegots. phr-nn\m\
Baare observed when the boly is heated
from the solid condition.  But when borax
Sietted—ton T T TR A lrwed (o ool
to @ glass, the onty hitherto

me rate.as . belave.

Kknown form
e
contiduous: and Swithontdne pavriteMar irs
recalarity from beginning to end. the heat
ol solidification being - radually evoived as
the borax cools; and the same phenomenon
appears when the glass is nielted, If, how-
ever, the molten borax during the process
ol cooling, and while at any :n'mpvrntnm
between 7417 (. 4907 C he Jarred or
subjected 1o other -Influences whilch usual-
lly induee erysiallization, a voery marked re-
tardation of the vooling will at onee ensue,
o matter at o what temperature between
thaose limits the jarring or whatever ageney

and

it bhe takes place: ."m"_'l what resulis after
eand ro consist of a
wass of erystals, a hitherto noknown form

! this aalr,

the donling will B

I, now, anhydrous horax in
s new evyvaalline _1‘1:1*\1(\ be heated again,
1ol I..-.:'nnnvl ot behase like siiver, hav-
perfecithy defingte

(22108

e melting-point  at

ot [ thy eonled, it Wil he recon-

Yot b inio” he vitredas form, orleif suflt-

cleni v ket Pt HEToW The

Ty

.
rate. until solbdification <ois in, when its

Hog—is

“atymiy g

of gold, and pure silver approaching the
éolor of copper, are very suggestive sights
in view of the chemical relationship of
th-svt‘th’rce metals; silver belng Intermedi-
ate between the other two in chemistry ag
it is in trade. There was also a whole sun-
set of gradations betwed golden-color-
od silver and a solublo’sﬁlvcr of a pur-
Ple hue.  Another paper 1)y Prof. Barker
refufed last year's assertion of Hoffmann
and Zerbann that thorium: owes its radio-
activity (or unceasing emanation of pecu-
liar rays) to wdmixtures of uranium, thus
advancing our understanding of that sub-
jeet By one essential step. But the fp-
this particular point was quite
absorbed in that of Dr. Barker's clear ge-
Lcount of the whold history of research {uto
radioactivity, beginning with the discoyery
of the Becequarel Tays in 1896,

terest of

':‘x’rlioucti\'e elementgs
‘(whi highest
3 - clement), ra-
weight has been ascer-

It appears that the
are four: thorium
Nt o

. nowan
dium (whose atomic
-
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ings, for which we can only Tefer to the
magazines; they will doubtless do Justice
to it. We must limit ourselves to S.’l_\'l'llg“
that Dr. Hale has found means to .vhoto-
‘raph, all over the face of the sun, a par-
ticular stratum, or rather (]isxivnm
strata, .of the lower part of the chromeoe-
sphiere, which is that outer rind of the sun
whose  splashes  or eruptions,  whichevir
they  may produce  the
nenees visible 1o the naked eve in total

two

be, red promi-
eclipses, ,

A paper by Mr, Lewis Boss, a_ model of
sKiltul manipulation of a0 vast, mass . of
nitmerical data, showed ffecisely thes effeet
of differences of brichtness ar smr;'ilg_
celeriting or retarding, the observdd ,111111’5
of their ¢ vlaborirn and
meritorious study of the tides of the nopth-+4
ern Indian ocean, by Me. R, AL Harris of the
Coast and Geodetic Survey, who was intro-
d anek. Abhe, o oY
dence that the Survey, under present
nuinagenent,- is forgetting the obli

transits. A very

its

not

tiained 0 be abong -
nium’ ihoth of
Specintens of
WErGexhihii
ol the labor

found.

unknown
the

atomic weights),
alts of the first three.
inium_has_never gone out -
where alone it hag been
The radiations or these bodies
of three  different kinds. The
known as the B-Tuys, consist of
ticles o thousand  of which
an atom of hy(lrogvn, ’i‘huy are
out with g velocity of the same order
as that.of the propagdtion ot light, and are:
charged with negative electricity. Others,
known as the aFUYS. consist of relatively
large and heavy particles, of slower motion
and pogitively vl'u_xr,uml.' The third Kind,
Kuown the yrays are remarkable  tor
thelr < penetrative power, tReir ilfu'nsity.
nm’ being reduced as much as one-hglg by
Passing  through three nches of metallic
aluminiom, * In some 3t the exhibits they
had so shone through' a brass stencil-plate
that the letgers
the phnumr:uvh.‘\.
mvisible, but therpe
nizing them, They
antd; by Jrndering

are
simplest,
those par-
! are said 1o
compose
shoi

could pot be madeé out on
The radiations are all
are two ways of recog-
can be photographed
the air a conductor of

). Dolonium, and-gefi-—i

T gis—oniailedsiapon Shi—by—

Noblesse oblige, The reading of a biographi-

cal memoir of T. 12, _Holbrook by Dr. Theo=| slling—coneern—iy

CUSiste, viator,” and drops a tear over the

dore Gill, the eminent .ichthyologist, closed
the proceedings very appropriately with a
handshake between seienge and haman life,
br, Holbrook was a South Carolinian, who
died at a good age during the war of the
Rebellion. He was an ichthyologist of the
finest seientific quality, well known to Louis
Agassiz, to Jeffries Wyman and a few more,
but known to very few even of the suignliﬁv
world. Forty after his death  the
Natiounal Academy reads, as it were, the

vears

monument that Dr. Gill sets up over him.
As unsual, in the hurry ol the meeting, a
number of good papers went unread. ;
The Academy midvd five regular members

to (hoi.r number:  Chamberlin of Chicago,
geologist; Jamdés of Harvard, psychologist;
Thurston of Cornell, engineer; Webster of
- Clark L‘ni\'vrsil;\;, mathematical physicist;
voand Mark of Harvard, biologist. It also
eleetid “the- following foreign
Picard of Paris. Marey of Paris. Backlund

0f Pulkova, J. J. Thomson of Cambridge,
’

assoeintes: 4

and the voice of the pleader that the So-

. H P
sedettlie-partge-pertnenT; Dy

week of festivities and general convoca-
tion, held together, and the se sions, five
in number, were well attended, A
agrecable fofiture \\"‘.‘ the ifmtrasion of an
informal sixth session (In the shape of
Juncheon and smoker at the house of Presi-
dent Gilman) between the formal morning
and aliernoon sessions df the second day.
The hospitality of the University itself, of
Johns Hopkins and University Clabs,
of private hosis, added to the comiort

very

-the
and
of the unusnally large number of iattending
members, while the weather, at first :\fl)‘~
thing but oriental, became almost
springlike, So persuasive were the sun

last

ciety ndulged for the Girst tme in (e
amusement of being photographed; though
SOIme poing wWis given to this perforniance
by 1he recolléetion that the piciure would
as a4 memorial ol

sthohicthdayy - Lo tire
the Slearned body™ in
try., Apropos_of  thesy

the Socviety's s
SRR
this coun-
s
the way, 10 bring to the -
tentioni ot the public the action of it book-

Serve

oldest

icts,

of \\-n‘u-r, may represent Ea, the god of wa-
ter and wisdqm. .

Of more esoterfe eharacter was an
hanstive paper by Irofessor Moore on the
liver In sacrifice. The ilmportance of the
capnl in divination was Sll:l\\'lL ad the re.

X~

lation of the parts of the liver wis sketehed
in diagrams.  Besides other more teehni-
cal Semitie papers—by Professor Hyvernar,
ou the intl-rpglznlnn of Genesis vi, 14 h,i'
Dr. Arnold, on a Hebrew phrase; by the Rev,
Mreo MePherson, on Is, xxviii, 25 (sirah and
mismdn as Kinds or graing, and by others -
Professor Price deseribed a peart eylinder of
2000 Rl Professor Tarrey exhibited some
Jewish jnseribed weights from Jerasatem;
Dir, Beirut,
spoke of =ix jar handles (e, 630 1 ) mark.
«d with royal stamps and disvn\‘«;’vd by him
in Palestine; Professor Prince gave a trans-
lation of tt i i

: . s opinion, “there is no bet-
ter example of henotheism merging into
‘monotheism”-and Professor. Haupt, in Q
paper on David's dirge.on the death of Saul
aumd Jonathan, maintained that there were no

Blixs, recently returned from

Noew Y ork, Wi valls
itsell “The Oriental Society.” and Somls out
advertising letters signed by *The Oriental
Saciety, I', Cooper, Secretary.” It also,gives
itselt the title ““Oriental Socicty of Lon-
don,” and may_be a bona-fide English so-
ciety, though it appears to be merely a
It has, ol ¢ourse, o con-
with the American Oriental So-

business fipm,
nection
('i(‘l_\fA 7

Uf‘;"f'h-.\ fifty-nine papers presented in one
wWay or another, those on Semitic subjeets
were -in L‘h%rznujoril)’, anld several of these
touched on topies more or less familiar to
the Taity. Hammurabi and Mosces, the for-
xuer recently introduced to the public by
the | German Emperor,  furnished the
.\:ub@’l;multcr of two independent pa-
pers by Professor  Jastrow and  Profes-
sor Johuston, respectively, The latter schol-
ur inslnn('ml the similar phrascology of the
lew talionis in the codes of hoth lawgivers,
amd from: this and similar D(H‘:ll]v('ls'(‘()ll-'
cluded—that—aa—turac YOS ITON T Tona -
dice state into the condition of a settled peoo

pre-exilic hymns _and no. real psalms of
David. - .

An important paper on religious develop-
ment was that of Professor Jastrow on the
national Assyrian god Ashur. Hammurahi's
code speaks only of protecting deities re-
stored to the eity of “A-usar, the gud not
being named, which indicates that this title
originally referred to the distriet. On the
other hand, ashwr (meaning ‘bencficent’ or
‘saviour’) was originally an epithet of the
god who was contributed to the Babylonian
pantheon by A ia, where, in contrast to
the Babylonian triad, Anu, Bel, Ea, this di-
vipe lord patamount made for monotheism.
Possibly in Babylon there was @ confusion
between the form of this name and that of
asari, Marduk. This was the pa-
pers readeat. the Friday afternoon 51':\‘silrll,
devoted to comparative religion. The-first
place on this wias given to the
maiden cffort of @ new member, Miss Mar-
saretta Morris of Philadelphia, who, in a
rapid survey, discussoid the delo'[u])nrnt. ot
religion from the point of view of socia! ey,

one of

oeeasion

138 1129 45 4y £ 0484 ¥ T} PR AP P TERREOY] ol strueture by
connecting four such tetrpahedrnl franies vy
that their bars shall bHe parallel leavigg
an octahedral vacancy bepwe no.them:
with numbers of such larger tetrahedra. he
builds various kinds of stractures for which |
lightness
are

and

and three-dimensional
nevied,

stiffness
In particular.” by stretching

11hag -

melting-point of the or
alovie J4 Ot eay

and
Bu-

vjilreous

stalline form
Be Fecpestailizod,
tow the elltpersiare

ter tie

ot beconies neapahie ol eryvstallization
chuld  he

These facts suggest o pijobable

by any means tha erployed,
explanation
Fved Wielt-

mincrals, - ol

o the diserepancies in e oh

TETTTRN TP R R A lu"}mﬂrl'l]xﬂ_x,

eleetrieity, they (lim-h.'u*,x:vlzmy mair  of
oppositely charged 3)0(]1’(‘5 between which
Cthey pass in oa suitahle way, ’f‘\\'n of the
radionctive bodics—to wit, radium and tho-
rime -seem  to emit etMuvia, which have
the property of renderirg any Lodjes they
reach radioactive; so that, after o
COITSt o exXperimentation—DPras

long

S80r——anad

ordenT Mendeldef of Petersburg, Zirkel, the

Brigezer of Christiania. Ray Lankester of
London, Vogel of Potsdam, Pleffer of Ley- .

petrographer, and Koch . of Berlin, The
next meceting will be held in Chicago, be-
ginning November 17,

THE AMERICAN ORIENTAL SOCIETY.

ple in a district under the influence of Ham-
murabi, thewe conld  be - as it doubt
whence the Hebrews got their code as thero
is in regard to the source of theiy myths,
Profussor Jastrow set the date of Hammura-
-bi oat e :1;:.70 B¢, the da»lin[ilivv character
f—tirts—drtebrhrresyeeTE Y mportant_in
View ol the Tecent rehabilitation of other

her theme being that the Filealizatic vt'llf_
“the “usetul explains-realigions modifications-
“br. Gilman, who at this ‘meepng was for
the tenth time reilecfed President of the
“Society, spoke the same afternoun on aks-
pecls of the archivological researches pro-

L

posed-1o-the-Carp .n'.' Liisiitiat

tioned thiat several scholars, among n

TARETANCS over all the small teiapeles

UL T T 13 Lo Tasn o

tluu\s‘h«-ford_uml after this cepoch,  Nine

I'rot. ..Svymuur in the interest of  Greek

are parallel to two nr]lh(- trianzles of one
of the smallest elenvents, he obtains a kite
which expericnee has proved to he a vepy
light  flyer, Photographs exhibited
showing kites built Up in several ways from
such clements, and- in aetual Hight,

= Two distinet. studics, of “which-

WEIe_gIven, seinr--10-haye -hopg

were

accounts

S PR TS TIPS LN0y I

suppose that
all the large disaprcenfen < g determina-
wons of melttng-poingg
counted for,

are thus to be ae-

researdhes into the

IySis of conventrated

cati-
selutions—roseuschig
which ought’ to cxcind o Hively, interest

Prof. Crafts gave, wides, another - ‘lh"il' work had to be suspended.
L stalment of his

Mme. Curie found that the furniture of
the room and even their own persons had -
become 50 radioactive that ft was impossi-
ble to mulfe-:my use of an u[cctx'uscopo, and
Polonium
secondary
1_’ro[ossor

aidiiad

has no sueh bower of exciting
radioactivity; nor has uranjum;
Barker. exhibided _Dbhotorranhs

Y

- April 22, 1003,
To present and diseuss in little more than
twelve hours nearly sixty papers, 1o the
reading of each of which were alloted fifteen
minutes, was the awkward task set before

hundred to a thousand Yeuars are now cut off
from periods assumed as certain a decade
ago. Professor Jastrow inetined o the opin-
fon that the influence exerted upon ‘the

the Oriental Society at its one hundred and

TP meetIng, eld 1 Baltimore on the

murabi’s than generally Babylonian, Courts
ol procedure and an established legal SYS-
tem must have existed before Hammurabi,

pentateuchal code wasloss specifically Ham- |

archidlogy, were already afleld for pre-
liminary surveys of work which Hereafter
mi;:hl. aided by the Carnegie Institu-
tion. In conclusion he remarked that.the
funds of the Institution were not sutlicient
1o carny.cout half the plans. submitted. 1o
it by various olhurllnstbilulions, and beg-
ged the public to have pn.li«'-ncv, and remem-

he

- —————dipeeted—towards " more

chiefly by the extreme discordancss which
different determinations of melting-points
often show.  One of thede, by the' colp.
brated chemist, Prof, J M. Craits, had been

FOROTETITTENET IS TS, aml doubtless
do so. Two'other chémical pipers were
v\;trf-'mvl_\: interesting, One of these, it s
true, was merely hislufiml. hvin‘g.,'nn ac-

View of the circumstances under which ey
were  taken, cunclusi\‘ekyﬂproved thorihm .,
to be primarily radioactive when entirel
free from uranium,

i

accurate method
measurement of temperaiures up
00° . The proposal  was (o
nohserve directly the vapor tension of naph-
thalene, whick boils at ZiINT C,, or

for the
to about

benzo-
Jphenone, which boils 4: Juse C., or of mer-
cury, which hoils wYOHOT according to

Bather—ot

count, by  Professar the et
scarches offltho Fute Mathew Carey Lea
chiefly into the mode of action of light in
photography, shoiving  how patienee” and
genius h:u], after a lun;,f chase of -elusive
facts, flnally led” that admifible demist
to run down the'so-called photosalts, Some

the temperaturt who e Ascertainment might

be desired.  This method would reqlire, !

beautiful specimens of Carcy Lea’s allo-
tropie silvor prepared by him were sho)\\'n
ut the meeting. Pure -silver of- the .color

OI the remaining papers, the one most
genvm‘lly-_Tmcrcstiug was  that of. Mr.
George E, Hale of the Yerkes Observatory,
‘giving an account ol his work with his
speetro-hellograph, for which the Academy
at  this meeting voted him the Drapér
medal, and for which he received this month’
the Rumford medal of the Boston Academy,
It would be Impossible to give much {dea

of this claborate work without fine engrav-

i

16th-18th of this month.  As was to be ex-
peeted, some of the papers took more than

the scanty measure of time allowed, somao

ed, and some were good-natureilly
pressed. What wealth of wisdom was cons
tained in those thus withdrawn will be dis-
covered when they are printed.  To sketch
even eursorily the contents of those actual-
l;;' presented requires all the space lhat} can
® be given to the present report of ¥ meet-
ing.  The Society, not being distracted by
rival attractions, such as at times disturb

sup-

aere read by title—orwapa-briafhedoserib—{-Moses——In—the discussion thit followed,

But the latter's code, In its cruelty and in
other regards, is more uutiquc‘than that of

Dr. Ward expres$ed the opinion that Ham-
murabi unified not the religious, but lhg clv-
il law. Dr. Ward: himselt tohtributed a
paper oh - representations of Ea and Sh_n'-
mash. In idvmifyimi\Bnbyloniuu gods, there

others-are obscure, A seated god with a'
notched sword and -with rays coming from

are cortalnAtypesr: easily recognlzed, while

ber that every plan of work must he care-
fully considered before action was taken.
On the same afternoon was read a letter
from Professor Jdckson, written ip Persia,
on Jocal devil-worship, a few first-hand
additions to what was previously kKnown
about the Yezidis; and the Rev. Mr. Ous-
sani deseribed the mourning rites of Arabia.
A curious link between the Middle Ages
and the present ‘'was suggested by the for- .
mer Aii)orican Consul at Bagdad, Dr. Sund-
l)«-rp,,\\vho gave ‘from personal cxperience

assoclations Inetting in the, burly-buriy

i3

J the shoulders is the sun-god Shamash; a
* god not seated, but standing, with streams
-, -

an account of the Saliblyeh, a little known
-
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