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interest. There also existed the tradition
that there was in the background some dis-
cased influence, not now clearly traceable,
and exerted not over Miss Fuller, but over
Mrs. Horace Greeley, then the victim ot
nervous disorders not easily to be disentan-
gled. She was watched over with the most
careful interest by Margaret Fuller, and: we
havo glimpses of the invalld’s condition in
this respect only in a few letters here and
thero (pp. 103, 126, 128, etc.). What farther
light might be thrown on the matter it the
German -friend had seen fit -to publish all
the letters, we can now only conjecture, and
it Is fortunately not worth cobjecturing. As
to Margarct Fuller's own relation with Mr,
James Gotendorff (né Nathan) we only dis-

. tover that her cxpressions_of personal in-

terest ranged at the time from the apparent
ardor of the German “Liebster’” (p. 87) to
the more guarded and more habitual “chos-
en sister” (pp. 108, 130, 145). As for the
gentleman himself, hls‘sentimentnllsm out-

lived its object, and here closes its expres-

sioh*with such a flight as this: “The mu-
tually much-longed-for meeting is yet to be
somewhere! somehow!” This was written
apparently in 1873 (p. 6). How much this
way reclprocated meanwhile by the lady
herself may be judged by her dismissal of
him, a quarter of a century earlier, in 1846,
after recelving his last letter in Edinburgh;
the record belng still visible, in her hand-
writing, in her MS. diary preserved in the
Cambridge Public Library, t\o this effect,
under date of Sept. 6: *I understand more
und more the chdracter of the tribes. I
shall write a sketch of it and turn the
wholo to account in a literary wuy, since
the affections /'x‘md ideal hopes are.gso un-
productive’- (p. 187). It'is pretty

that this diary was never seen

than; but if it had been, he

been confirmed ,in the purpose of “‘turning
the whole to account in a literary way” in
his own behalf, through this volume. In-
terest 18 at any rate given to the reprint
by the revived study of the “Transcenden-
tal” period in this Emersonian year.

s

uralist deliberately set about the task of
counting the sepals and petals of a thou-
sand buttercups or the florets of as mony
daisles. It seems hardly more dignifted as
a sclentific pursuit than the counting by a
maiden of the florets she tears from
a daisy, to determine her exact relation
to another person. But when the resulls
are properly tabulated by the naturalist,
and the curve deduced therefrom, certain
interesting aspects are presented which do
not appear when tho. variations 1 number
are expressed in vague terms. These mathe-
matical expressions afford means both of
analysls and of comparison, so that by thelr
right employment the whole range of corre-
lated variations becomes ‘much extended.
Moreover, such expressions place in the
hand of the investigator a safe means of
indicating the results of experiments. Tho
relations of environment to variation are
also more clearly expressed by such formu-
l® and curves. Dr. Vernon adds to the
value of his book by dwelling upon these
subjc;cts and indicating the results which
have lately been obtained. In some in-
stances these results are most unexpected.

Naturally, the more impulsive investiga-
tors have zfeized upon these mathematical
cxpressions as tonvenient and exact graph-
ic representations of the limits of specles
at any one age and place. It is likely that a
good deal of this fascinating work will not
bear the test of time, but it is neverthe-
less stimulating in a high degree. The whole
treatise by Dr. Vernon is readable and well-
proportioned. In a few Instances there is
some confusion of terms, but not enough to
embarrass even the general reader. Tne
authorities are cited with commendable ful-
ness, and due credit is given to the plonzers
in this fleld. Best of all, the treatisc is en-

riched by a good table of contents and by

a subject-index remarkably complete. We
can heartily commend the work to all who
are interested in the new methods of inves-
tigating the subject of variatlon in planis
and animals and in recording their results.
That some of these new methods have come
to stay, no_one can doubt who seps tho.ins

ment that the main motive is furnished by
the contributfons of the Continental lec-
turers, the table of contents shows us the
names of nine Englishmen in addition to
the three Europcans already mentloned.
Most of these are Cambridge men, although
Mr. Bolton King, who deals with “Itallan
Unity” and “Mazzini,” is a member of Bal-
liol College, Oxford. It may interest those
who give summer courses of lectures at our
own universities to see how “the lecturcs
glven in summer courses at Cambridge
compare as to form and substance with
thelr own. One can hardly imagine, how-
cver, that all the lectures delivered be-
fore extension students at Cambridge are
prepared so elaborately as the essays con-
talned in the present volume.

Of ‘the three Europeansg in question,
Professor Vinogradoff is the most widely
known to English readers on account of his "
important writings on Villainage and Folk-
land. His criticism of the Russian bu-
reaucracy is very scvere, ana he holds the
system to be doomed even more by the
confessions of present ministers than by
the accusations of their adversaries. His
maln conclusion I8 as follows: ‘“The com-
mon rights of civilized man, which have
come to bo a self-understood element of
European life, cannot be longer denled to
the Russtans, and it is only to be hoped
that the Government in power i1l not pro-
tract much longer its blind resistance to
progress.” There is also a striking vindi-
cation of French political ideals by Pro-
fessor Mantoux, whose polnt of view is very
different from that of Mr. Bodley.' Quoting
from ‘Aurora Leigh,” M. Mantoux discovers
in France

‘A poet of the nations, who dreams on

Forever after some Ideal good . . . -

Some t‘lvmtll“h that leaves none poor and fluds nons

red,

Some frecdom of the many that respects

The wisdom of the few, Herole dreams!’

“As long,’”” concludes M. Mantoux, “as
such dreams are dreamt in France, as her
inhabitants are never content with dream-
ing only, she will remain, as sho has been
for more than & hundred years, the land of
the~Revotution ™~ Among ~the other papers
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Variation in Animals and Plents. By H.
M. Vernon, M.A., M.D., Fellow of Mag-
dalen College, Oxford. Henry Holt & Co.
1903.

At the present time, activity in biological
research is chiefly centred upon the study
of varlation. Almost every Investigation
bears directly or indirectly on this subject,
and almost everything is made .tributary
Y to it. Within the last few yeéars a consid-

erable number of the investigatora in this

field have adopted certain suggestions in

regard to graphlic representation walch were

made a good while ago, and they now ea-
~deavor to express in precisq mathamatical
terms the results which they ‘obtain. Ob-
viously there are many ways in which the
results can be exactly or approximately ex-
pressed, and therefore there has been con-
siderable diversity in the methods adopt-
ed. Dr, Vernon, in the small treatise here
mentioned, has brought together. most of
the widely used methods, anrd has accompa-
nied the description of tham by Illustrative
examples. Even if he had done merely this,
he would have rendered a good mervice to
sclence, since he here places in .a form
convenient for comparison the rival achemes
of mathematical expression.
At first, it seems strange to have a nat-

teresting manner In which t_ha journal
Biometrika, devoted to their interests, s
being conducted.

Lectures on the History of the Nincteenth
Century. Edited by F. A. Kirkpatrick.
Macmillan. '

These lectures were delivered at the
Cambridge University Extenston Summer
Meeting in August, 1902. “The central
design of this series,” 8ays the editor, “was
the treatment of recent developments in
the principal countries of Europe by na-

. tives of those countries, in order that the

most intimate and essential points of view
might be presented.”
Marcks of Heidelberg spoke on ‘“The Trans-
formation of Germany by Prussia,” ‘‘Bis-
marck,” and “Austria-Hungary’’; Prof.
Paul Mantoux of the University of Paris
gpoke on “France as the Land of the Rev-

“olution” and “Two Statesmen of the Third

Republic”; and Prof. Paul Vinogradoff, late
of the University of Moscow, spoke on
“The Reforming Work of the Tsar Alexan-
der IL"” and ‘The Meaning of Present Rus-
slan Development.” We have named in
the above list all the foreigners who con-
tributed to this serles of seventeen lec-
tures. Despite Mr, Kirkpatrick's state-

+

Thus Prof. Erich-

here published, those which have attract-
ed our attentlon most are the general in-
troduction by Dr. A. W. Ward, and “England
and the United States,” by Dr. J. T. Law-
rence, .

‘We nced hardly point out that the book
as it stands Is a collection of short essays
on salient topics, rather than a continuous
narrative. It will' make a useful supple-
ment to text books like Fyfte, Andrews,
and Seignobos. Some of the essays are
strikingly good, and none of them are
poor.

Studies in the Cartesian Philosophy. By

Norman Smith. The Macmillan Co.

-1902. 12mo, pp. 276.

No matter how fresh one may come from
the perusal of the works of Descartes him-
self, of the history of Boulllier, and of
sorae of the swarm of more recent explica-
tors of his metaphysics, one w!ll find-much
to learn from the pages of this little book.
It 18 composed in the manner which seems
at this time to <be most approved—that of
arranging the topics, not according to the
conceptions of the philosopher to be ex-
pounded, but according to those of the ex-
positor, and of setting down under each
head# whatever the four winds of heaven
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can blow together from all the quarters
of the subfect’s Opera omnie. In this way
one can make an Interesting cento; but
whether it will represent any stage of de-
velopment of the thought of the philosopher
to be expounded, will be & question to be
answered separately In each cage. Critics
who use this method are apt to ‘forget
that the thought of the most stupld and
wooden -of metaphysicians - will: undergo
considerable development in the course of
yoars, and that this is far more true of. any
philosopher who s likely to impress men
:as great. 8till, there is no method of com-
posing a work of this kind (or, for that
matter, of any other) which can absolve
the reader from the necessity of critical
thought In getting the juice of it; and the
very clrcumstance that a philogopher will
take dlﬂerent. views of any difficult matter
at different stages of his development ren-
ders their juxtaposition instructive in. re-
gard to the ablding characteristics of his
thinking. Nobody would go to a concor-
dance to geln one’s first acquaintance with
a philosopher any more than with a poet;
and Mr. Smith expressly says in his pre-
_face that “this: volume s not designed to
be an Introduction to the' study of Des-
cartes.” But a work of a nature some-
what approaching that of a concordance
i8 of extreme utflity as an ald In forming
one's matured conception of whatever
philosopher it may concern. :
. We must not, however, convey the im-
pression that Mr, S{nlth makes it his busi-
ness to compare all’of Descartes’s different
statements upon any point. He does not
write as a blographer nor even as a his-
torian of philosophy. He does not treat
the utterances of Descartes as historical
curiosities, but rather argues as to their
truth or falsity much a8 if he were ex-
amlining a contemborary writing on phil-

osophy. His whole exposition is so per- |-

meated with his own argumentations that
one could not always gather from readihg
it exactly iow much of it is actually in Des-
cartes, aud how much Mr. Smith thinfks
would be*fairly attributable to Descartes

splrit"ualism; the volume closing with a
chapter on Kant, whom Mr. Smith seems
to value as a positivist and an agnostic.

Rome and Reform. By T. L. Kington Oli-
phant of Balliol College. The Macmillan
Co. i . .

It {8 now many years since Mr. Kington
Oliphant published his life of the Emfperor
Frederick II, He returns to the fleld of
history with an extensive work entitled
as above, which seems to embody in its
two volumes the reading and the reflections
of & lifetime. It {550 detailed in its state-
ments and so controversial in its tone that
it might well elicit a long article, were the
demands upon our 8pace less exacting than
they are at the present moment. As we
all ‘'know, the world contalns g multitude
of people who most truly believe that the
Church of Rome, if not the Scarlet Lady, is
a deadly foe to freedom of thought and to
‘the highest development of human charac-
ter. Each of these would gladly level 5115
shaft at the Papacy if he could hope that
hig efforts- would be attended by any result.
But Rome, having survived the attacks of
Luther, Calvin, Voltaire, and the critics of
the nineteenth century, seems in a sense in-
vulnerabla. ‘Where .80 many lines of argu-
ment present themselves, which shall be
chosen? Where so maiy stalwart oppo-
nents have failed,” who can feel .confident
that his word will carry the least weight?

Undeterred, however, by such considera-
tions, Mr. Oliphant winds his horn at the
portal of the Vatican, and offers himselt as
a champion to vindicate the cause of the
Protestant North agalnst the Catholfc
South. Djviding the history of Western
Europe into seven epochs, he says, when "he
reaches the sixteenth century:

“The age of Debasement was about to
begin; Southern ‘Burope was by slow de-
grees to sink far below the level of the
hitherto despised North, Each State, soon
after 1517, heard the kindly bidding, ‘Priend,

.come up higher’'; some obeyed, others went
their own way, and after a short interval

were _dragge —shati-

-considered—as—ift—he—hat—wrnsH i the

twentleth century. There {8 much in the
book concerning which it is difficult to
form a definite judgment n the absence of
a full explanation of Mr. Smith’s own .phil-
osophy; and no such explanation is vouch-
sated. One may say, however, in general,
that Mr. Smith finds fault with Descartes
or not being nominalistic enough.

Mr; Smith is of opinfon that the really
important part of the system of Descartes
is his philosophy of the -sclences, and that
thls has but a very artificia connection
with his metaphysics. Yet’he conflnes his
Interpretation entirely to the metaphysics
and to the writings on method in thelr To-
lation to the metaphysics. He certdinly
succeeds in making the Cartesian meta-
ph‘yslcs appear more crude and grossly
moustrous than ever, whether its prin-
cipal fault be that which he attribytes to
it, or whather it be not quite in the con-
‘trary. scase that it slns, In elther event,
¥r. Smith's conspectus of the Carteslan
meotapbysics s profitable reading. Leaving

" that, he passes on to some decidedly .in-.
teresting chapters on the Cartesian “ole-
ments of the philosophies of Spinoza, of”
Lelbnls, and of Locke; and: these are fol-

. lowod by an approving account of Hume's

attdck. upon Carteslan rationalism: and
-ar ; bty S

soon see Holland rise above- Spain, Bnglgnd
above France, Sweden above Poland, Prus-
sia above Austria. The age of Debasement
was to bring calamities far worse than those
known to the age of Roman Dominion; the
Wwar against the Albigenses caused much
less misery than the Thirty Years’ War;
Bohemia had to bear much suffering after
%ﬁzloieggt"she Was never c;ushed altogether

- Mr, ‘Oliphant’s design, then, is to trace the
history of Western Europe since the  Re-
formation, country by country, and to dem-
onstrate by historieal proot the fact of de-
cadence on the oneMhand, of progress on the
other. “By their fruits ye shal} know them’
Is his touchstone, ' Those who sympathize
with his general attitude will ery “Bravo!”
as .they see him muster a host of passageg
agalnst the Court of Rome. Those who dif-
fer-from him will shrug their shoulders and
say, '"Post hoe, ergo propter hoc.” In some
respects Mr. Oliphant reminds -one ‘of

-Buckle. His use of authoritfes is simiiar,

the width of his reading is Hlustrated on
every page,.and yet he is not quite so ton-
vincing as he obviously expects to be. He
would persuade more if he inveighed less.

‘While offering this genersl oriticism, we
must be careful mot to actuse Mr. Oliphant
of the narrowness which-i§: often ‘apparent

among the oppohents of Romis.. He attasks

the Ultramontaries violently, but avows a
fondness for moderate Catholics, setting
Defk high above Guizot in point both of
practical politics and of morality. In the
Preface he says: “It 1s impossible to please
all, and X -have little liking for the applause
of mere fanatics, by whatever name they
may call themselves. But if I }vin the praise
of Protestants of the school At Hallam, of
Catholies of the school of D Tocqueville,
I shall not have written fn vaih.” This is a
worthy aspiration, but Mr. Oliphant, desplte
his erudition and a manifpst desire to avold
the pitfalls of prejudice, hardly realizes it.

Representative English  Comedics, Edited
by Charles Mills Gayley, Professor of the
English Language ‘and Literature in the
University of California [and by other
scholars]. With Introductory Essays,
etc. The Macmillan Co. 1903.

The national ard popular drama of a peo- -
ple is.Vthe»attempt of that people to see
itself, _In tragedy and the romantic drama

it sees Itself as it would likeé to be—in

other words, its ideals; in comedy it tries
to see itself as it really is. Hence to the
student of soclal development, as well as
to the student of literature, the history and
development of natlonal and indigenous
comedy are of great importance. For such
a comedy Is not merely made for a people:
it grows out of the people. as' Igaves grow
from a stem; and it is this process of
growth, from the simple seed-leaves to the
consummate flower, that is traced in the
volume before us,

The Christian church destroyed the cor-
rupt remains of the old Roman drama; but

*out of the bosom of the church the new

drama arcse. Beglnning with dramatic
presentations of incidents iq the life of
Christ, or of some saint, it culminated in
those stupendous mystery-cycles whose
antique form now somewhat hides their

‘real grandeur, whose scene was the whole

world, whose time was the  interval be-
tween eternities, whose . subject was the

| contest of God and_Satan, for..thA. pARSEE. ..o

ston of mankind, whose scope reathed from
the Creation to the Judgment -Day. These
and the ‘“moralitles,” in which God and
Satan are withdrawn and man himselt is
the protagonist, were . popular dramas in
every semse -of the word, being not only
for the people, but of the people; and in
them may be found every genus of dramatic
motive, from the most awful or affecting
tragedy to the wildest farce, From thess,.
as Professor Gayley clearly shows In his
“Hlstorical View,” and not from academic
imitations of Plautus or Seneca, nor yetfrom
the Latin dramas of the Middle Ages, grew
the English natlonal drama; though these
latter had constderable .influence upon the
playwrights, especlally in matters of form.

The elements of comedy, and even of re-
alistlc and local ‘comedy, already existed
in the miracle plays; and in the niorallties,
88 was unavoidable, these were still fur-
ther developed, until, as the allegory be-
came less. obtrusive and the realism

' stronger, there was scarce any difference
-betwepn these' and true comedy. | The

8teps of the .transition are : excellently
traced In the essay mentioned above, which
18, lndeqa,“ & thorough. study of the sub- -
fect “from the beginalngs to Shakspere.” -

The reprosentative comedies’ selected—to
each of which is prefixed s critical osAY -
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