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“The Nation.

Bociety of Boston, 1s justified by the beauty
of print and paper, and by the illustrations
specially prepared by Howard Pyle. A
chatty preface by Dr. Garnett gives some
fnformation on Dibdin’s rather sad career,
and’ glances at the shortcomings of his
character. More practical is. Mr, W. P.
Cutter's account of. the prices paid for
rarities in recent years, showing the rapid,
though not always intelligible, rise in
values. It i{s a pity that this essay could
ot have a wider circulation, for it i{s an in-
teresting record of an cxtraordinary pro-
gress In the'\{alue of certain classes of
books. Mr. Catter ig bold enough to an-
nounce -a “law” on the values of books,
but it is rather a tendency that he de-
scribes than a law.

Mr. George Thomas Ritchie of the Library
of Congress has compiled a ‘List of Lin-
colniana’ in that Library, and the result is
a volume of seventy-five pages. Magazino
articles are not included—a wisc exclusion,
in our opinion—but seme newspaper clip-
pings are; a rather dubious proceeding,
though justifiable perhaps fn the co.e of a
special scrapbook. The list Is rather som-
bre in tonme, because so large a part of
Lincoln matter {s composed ol addresses on
his death; but we are reminded of uqf)lher
aspect of the man in the- Joke and song-
books, a catechism, and other campaign is-
sues, often scurrilous. The list is printed
by the Library of Congress.

‘Thomas Gainsborough,” by Arthur B.
Chamberlain (London: Duckworlh & Co.;
New York: Dutton), is a falrly good pieco
of work, but is far from attaining the stand-
ard of the better books in its series, “The
Popular Library of Art.” To that series we
have been adcustomed to look for real criti-
cism and an original point of view, and we
cannot readily be satisfied with the nega-
tive virtues of a volume with which we
have, after all, no positive fault to find.

The latest volume of another series, Wil-

. liam Bayne's ‘Wilkie’ in *“The Makers of

Britlsh. Art" (London: The Walter Scott

*. Publishing Co.; New York: Scribner's), Is

acceptable enough as far as biography alone
is concerﬂod, but its aythor's rather phe-
nomenal ignorance of painting leads ' to
great vagueness as to what it ig all about.

. Indeed, & writer who ‘i capablg of speak-
t

ing of “the gems of pal qu and sculpture,
as seen [n’the productions of Michacl An-
gelo,;Tmnn, and Cimabue,” or of calling
Corregglo “the great Venetian,” had bost

" refrain from a]l toples even i-emotoly con-

nected with art,

‘The Lite of John C. Calhoun: Being a
View of the P‘rlnclpnl Events of his Carvor
and an 'Account of his Contributions to Reoe
nomic and Political Sclence,’ by Gustavus
M. Pinckney of the Charleston, 8. ¢., Bar,
has appeared from the pbress of Walker,
Evans, Cogswell Co., in that city. It is a
small volume of some 200 pages. Perhaps
one-half the space y; devoted to -lengthy
quotations from the speeches and letters of
Calhoun. It would have been well it all
of it could have been used in this way; for
the best that can be said for the author is
that he {s an undiscriminating admirer of
Calhoun, and that he has the courage of
what one must call his emot.ons. The su-
Pperlative 18 painfully in evidence. One
learns that Calhoun was the greatest
statesman, th'e.protoundest political phil.
osopher, the soundest financier,’ the most

_ brilliant™ debater, the most successful

prophet, the best man; and so on, od nau-
8cam. Apparently there were a few able
men before his time, but none at all since.
We are, generally speaking, as Carlyle
migh§pave said, sgventy millions—mostly
fools. - Mr. Plnckney despairs of our ever
belng anything else. The evidence of it,
precisely, {s in the fact that the ‘“‘protec-
tion humbug” still flourishes, and no one
serlously considers the necessity of provid-
ing for nullification by Constitutional
amendment. The suffrage and nullification
are the two main supports of liberty; the
Revolution furnished one, Calhoun showed
us the way to the ,other. Still, blind as
bats, we go blundering on, and so far from
providing against the evil days, no one can
be got even to lsten to a discussion of the
subject. The question of nullification, far
from belng academic, is as open as ever it
was, etc. The. book is harmless and use-
less; it Is the sort of product one naturally
expeets from a speclalist who attemptsina
foreign field something for the accom-
plishment of which he is not at all fitted.
Mr. Clement F, Rogers’s monograph on
‘Baptism and Christian Archeeology’ (Ox-
ford: Clarendon Press; New York: Henry
Frowde) has been taken as ‘“an offprint”
trom Siudia Biblica, whereof it is part iv.
of volume v. 1t is the fruit of & careful
and apparently impartial study of this de-
partment of Christian antiquities, and hag
many {llustrations from early and me-
dizval frescoes. These would seem to sup-
port the author’s conclusion (p. 304) that
the early custom was “the pouring of wa-
ter over the candidate's head by the Bigh-

op” (why need it be a bishop?), *“or the

guiding his head under a descending
stream, followed by the laying on of
hands.” At first, baptism, like everything
else, was largely in the open; this continu-
ed in Syria till the fifth century. at least, and
would naturally ~hive been in running or
standing water. When churches were buiflt
and freeiy used, fonts came in with their
other furnishings, One would prefer to
think that the early Church exercised or-
dinary common*sense in not being wedded
to‘ a givep amount of water for this pur-
pbse, nor to a fixed shape and size of the
vessel (if any) containing it; and since the
documents confirm this supposition, let
them have all due welght, in view of the
question so long pending between sprin-
kling and immersion. But when did evi-
dence ever settie a rellglous'controversy?
A handsomely printed volume of nearly
five  hundred pages, rich in lllustrallons,
!s Miss Katharine M. Abbott’s ‘Old Paths
and Logends of New England’ (G. P. Put-
nam's Sons). Some of the views are
ndmirghlo, for instance that of thé Munrop
Tavern, "LexIngton, 1695, where Lord Percy
hdd hls headquarters, The text, which 4s
animated and entertaining, preserves a due
regard for hlstor!cal decugacy. In these
dgyp when the step seems so easy from the
8DAD of a camera to the page engraving,
it 18 fortunate it your bookmaker has g
refined taste.and some literary skill. Migs
Abbott displays more than this, and pos-
scases the' gift of lending, through the pow-
er ~of' happy description, a new charm to
scones'long familiar to the reader. The
author ‘loves the theme of which she dis-
courses. If we must needs find a little

-tault, it 18 that Chastellux more than once

18 quoted, and Wwords are stricken out of his
sentences with no mark to denote the

omission—a liberty that hag: best not he
taken. That Christopher Hussey, the old
settler of Hampton, appears ag “‘Hervey,”
may be charged to the proofreader; but
what does Miss Abbott mean when, after
speaking ot Daniel Webster as a youth, at
Exeter, she goes on in the next sentenco
to say, ““An acquisition to the Academy
s the celebrated Puritan Girl by Martha
Hale” (p 2564)?

Charles Protheroe's ‘Life in the Mercan-
tile Marine’ (John Lanc) is a routine gea
story, one of scores which are being printed
to invest with melancholy dle disappear-
ance from the seas of square-rigged deep-
water sailing ships. It is difficult to de-
termine for whal class of readers this
book is intended—possibly'boys, for whom
tales of the ocean have unending fascin-
ation. It is hardly ripe enough for ma-
ture minds. The narrative covers a period -
before the advent of steamers in the trade
between England and New Zealand. With
their coming, the Interest is transferred to
cruises in the South Seas.

Dr. F. A. C. Perrine's work entitled ‘Con-
ductors for Electrical Distribution’ ap-
pears ‘to have left few problems pertain-
ing to its subject untoﬁched, however mi-
nute theyymay be—from the most econom-
ical way of translerring bars from one roll
to another to the best way of drawing spe-
cifications for telegraph poles—and to have
reduced cvery one to a question of exact
sclence. The vivid clearness of the elab-
orate descriptions of the manufaeture of
wire, its. finishing, insulation, and wrap-
ping into cables, is Iike visiting the dit-
ferent works under the guidance of their
masters.

Dr. G. S. Fraps has produced a- book en-
titled ‘Principles of Dyeing'  (Macwillan
Co.); ‘which is intended to teach the gen-
eral truths of that art in the elassroom and
laboratory to students who have little ac-
quaintance with organic chemistry, and
without much troubling tn't;m with that sub-
Ject. We do not doubt thikt in some of our
universities such 2 plan will be regarded
as marking an eulightencd appreciation of
the educational conditipns of our' time,
while individuals wilp be found to think it
characieristic of an automobiling pedago;

" which breaks down the distinction between

Hbergl and professional education and pro-
duces something bad from either point q(
view. Given the plan, 1t is well worked out
by~Dr. Fraps, ' : _

Dr. C, Krauch's book, ‘The Testing of

- Chemical Reagents for Purity (D. Van

Nostrand Co.), is a standard work of the
highest authority and of wide utility. Its
translators, T. A. Williamson and L. W,
Dupré, have done their work well, and
have sometimes substituted references to
English books for those to German books,
when they have the same value, The author
has contributed some emendations,

Karl Verner's ‘Athandlinger og Breve'
(Articles and Letters), recently published

‘In Copenhagen through the Soclety for Ger-

manic Philology, 1s a book of more than
ordinary interest to linguists the world
over. Verner owes his chicf fame to the
discovery of the law bearing his name, but
all his investigations bore the stamp of
distinction: In addition to 4he material {o-
dicated in the title, the work coutains &
Iife, by Marlus Vibuk, a facsimile of one
of Verner’s letters, an tllustrated ‘account
of Verner's apparatus for the study\ot
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