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avoid commitments, Children on par6'1e
are required to report to the probation
officer once a week, and to the
court at stated intervals. Each time the
delinquent reports, his ‘or her record in
full Is placed before the judge. In the
Brooklyn court, where Judge Wilkin sits
permanently, there are three probation

" officers, one- for Catholic children, one
for, Protestants, and one for those of the
Hebrew faith. The Manhattan magis-
trates believe in changing the‘judges‘.
because they find the work too great a
straln on the sympathies of one man, who
would, they believe, soon become too ten-
der-hearted or too callous. This has not
been the case in Chicago, where Judge
Tuthill still presides most satisfactorlly

. over what {s belleved to have been the
first separate children’s court .In this
country. Judge Tuthill has, however,
fewer offenders to deal with ‘(than the
Manhattan court, and has more probu-
tion officers,

It is the principle of prevention as
well as punishment which distinguishes
these courts, and which marks them as
part of the great movement everywhere
going on to modernize the treatment
of offenders. What the judges must
ever ‘conslder is that It rests with them
largely whether the child is to, ‘become an
enemy of society or a valuable citizen.

Her}ce the need for great wisdom, pa-

““tience, and sympathy, particularly as the
court must often protect a child from
wicked parents or debased guardians.
The Manhattan judges are not alone in
their opinion that the older the courts
the more’ light they will throw upon the
whole question of juveniles and the law.
They have already, for instance, dls-
covered many shortcomings in our com-
rulsory-education ' legislation.

ERITISH AND AMERICAN SCIENGE.

A fortnight ago, in speaking: of Lock-
yer's appeal tc his count 1
support of British sgience, we showed
how to apply the old saw that the way to
get the best performance from a human
being is to- encourage him. To-day we
will try applying the same maxim in
speaking of the future of American
science. -We wanted to allow the Anglo-

phobists (who never allow the sacred:

fire to die on thelr hearth) ample time
to dispute our proposition it they could
—the proposition. we mean, that for
three hundred years not a single con-
_Ception " has taken sovereign preémi-
nence in science that hag not been large-

Iy—in most cases, even without contest |

—of British parentage. But our proposi-

tion rémains undisputed, Its substantial

truth seems to be tacitly acknowledged,
Whatever could be.said to blunt Its

point hds, no doubt, been indicated in a.

letter inm another column from & rarely.
" decomplished and . ingenious scholar.
signing h.lmselt “H T.° Whether this

_!ubtle writer ls serldus, or whet.her heA

is only making belleve that he opposes
us, our readers can guess as well as we.
if they note that he does not explicitly

in our way two or three very pertinen:
suggestions in support of it, Certainly,
two more striking examples of what are
not conceptions of sovereign preéminence.
in sclence,than those he furnishes would
be sought in vain—the theory of num-
bers and the theory of functions, A fu-

of numbers, replied that he loved it
Lecause it was a pure virgin that never
had been, and that never could pe, pros-
tituted to any practical application
whatsoever. Not only no practical ap-
plication, but (so far)as onecan look
into the future) no scientific application,
either, I8 likely ever to be made of one
or other of those two theorles, outside
o7 pure mathematics itself. In short,
they are as narrowly technical as any-
thing can he. They are Leibnitzian
monads whose activity, intensely inter-
esting In Itself, is imperviously seclud-
ed from the business of life and from
the main business of sclence,

Only compare this isolation with the
loud resonance awaked In every harp
and organ of science by those discov-
eries which truly have been sovereignly
preéminent- through science—the induc-
tive philosophy; the corpuscular philoso-
. phy with the atomic theory and {ts
progeny; universal attraction; the dif-
ferential calculus (certalnly discovered
by Newton, not certainly also by Leib-
nitz after enjoying Newton's conversa-
tion); the theories of elasticity (Boyle
and Young), of heat as vis8 wviva of
molecules (Bacon and others), of elec-
tricity (Gilbert, Faraday, etc.), of light
as transverse vibrations (Young) and
- transyerse vibrations of an electromag-
netical kird (Maxwell); natural selec-
tion (Darwin and Wallace); universal
evolution (Spencerf. We forgot to men-
tion one of the greatest discoveries of
all, made by an humble clergyman of
the Church of England, Gay—the discov-
ery that the association of ideas is the
autocrat (or, at least, the first of two
eonsuls) that governs all the activities
of the human mind, so far as they are
subject to any mental law. For the
‘theory of numbers and the theory of
functions it °can be sald that they far
surpass chess both in beauty and in
their broadly intellectual character; but
to call them ideas of govereign pre-
emifience in sclence would be to.fall
into one 6f those extravagant statements
.to which mathematicians are only too
prone, as when Henry John- Stephen
Smith~one of the protagonists of the
theory of numbers, for all his belng an
Englishman—spoke of & decline in & peo-
ple’s mathematical activity as if it dif-
fered from all other -historical develop-
ments in baving but a slngle poasible

cause, o ,

deny our proposition, and that he throws"

mous mathematician, being asked why
he should be 5o In love with tke théory |
“are very,

We have to thank “H. T.” for another
suggestion contained in his remark that,
of the pure mathematicians of England's
last half-century, the two most prominent -

- were the Hebrew Sylvester and the half

(or .quarter?) Russian, Cayley. To be
sure, there is a simpler and more con-
clusive proof that the slngula,x/relatiou
which Great Britain has sustained to
science has’not been due solely to Teu-
tonic blood, namely, the density of the
entirely uncultivated German - (If this
specles be not quitg extinct). The days
very distant when it will
Le possible to disentangle the causes of
national character; but as to the matter
in hand, there is one cause that strikes
any good American observer of intel-
lectual English soclety, Montesquieu,
who possessed an intimate knowledge of
50 many countries (he was, by the way,
a Foreign Member of the Royal Society),
put on the title-page of his immortnl
book this motto:
“Prolem sine matre creatam '

{oftspring produced without a mother).
A close friend asked him In what sense
this had any particular application to
the 'Esprit des Lols.' He replled, after
some ‘reluctance: “A truly great work
nmust owe its birth not only to a man of
genius as its father, but also‘tv a so-
clety of {ntellectual freedom as its
mother.” Probably |n no country is
thought of almost all kinds so complete-
ly untrammelled as in England. The
chief external hindrance, everywhers, to
supremely original scientific speculation
lies in a certain spirit, to which, for
want of a better word, we may give the
name of pedantry (one could hardly call
it obscurantism). We mean that splrit

which caused Poggendorff to refuse for '

+his jofrnal the now far-famed paper of
Mayer about the thermodynamics of
gases; that spirit which for a whole gen-
eration sllenced, through the German
universities, every contribution to phil-
osophy that was not Hegelian, and which
to-day as completely silences there

~-everything that is Hegelian,

And this brings us round to the briet
word we proposed to say to the young
sclentists and philosophers of America.
Good and sufficient reasons have in the
past acted to conceal the sclentific genius
of the American people in money-gset.
ting and In settling the order of things
in this country But now that those rea-
sons are losing their force, and that
you are turning to pure science, above
all trust to your own wings. Beware of
excessive subservience to the .opinlons
that happen to be in vogue in the Ger-
man universities. Imitate the Germans
in those things that .deserve imitation,
Emulate them, for example, in that
which has contributed not a little to
German sclentific leadership, thelr na-
tional self-confldence; in. their 'persis-
‘tency as well. Those two qualities have
‘made that people the world’s leader in
all Fach-Forschung (if we may be al-
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lowed to coin the word)—a preéminence
all the prouder that it is founded on
two moral virtues. You have infinitely
more reason to .belleve in your own
acientiflc powers than they had, one brief
century ago. In the nature of thiogs,
you will soon outgrow your school-boy
deference to.your miaster’s dicte, and,
4rusting to your own genius, will sure-
ly develop a new and more philosophica
‘type of sclentific man, . L

GAY PARIS IN LIQUIDATION.

With the susp'ension of the opera balls
the legend of Parls as a centre of gilded

dissipation should vanish. These public

masked balls were in a sense the very
"symbol of Paris thq Casino of Europe.
* They were first organized as a kind of
publie echo to the private. gallantries of
the. court of Lonis XV.—the most friv-
olous of an age in which refined dissi-
pation was reduced to a code. Under
the First Empire, Bonaparte's adventur-
-ers. supported- this pecullar institution
with an imperial lavishness which “was
exceeded only by the parvenus of the
" Bush timeg of Napoleon the Little, Since
Sedan they have been the dreary form. of
. an outworn gayety. Instead of the cour-
tiers, the dragoons, and the gllded youth
of earlier times, one saw a curlous mix-
ture of Parisian counter-jumpers - de-
o Dressed by the “louis” taken at entrance,
of British and American fathers of fam-
ilies marvelling that it was all so' little
- shocking, of South Americans noisily
throwing their money about, with a
sprinkling of French college lads and
American .students saddened that the
Teality of an opera ball fell so far short.
of the legend. Ag for the women, the
change was even more marked. From
" the herolnes of the Third-Empire chron-
ique scandaleuse, and all of theatrical
Paris, the dante had descended to pald
nobodies, among whom the “outraged
British matron and her brood moved,
masks tightly ‘clutched, while the Ger-
man Hausfrau and the American wife
 “doing Paris” bore her uneasy company.
A performance solemn and inept even in
its improprieties has been discontinued
because it no longer pays.

For many' years the legend of a Pa-
Tislan world o8 Fon s'emuse has been
kept alive only by the surplus money and
deficient brains. of foreigners, Long ago
the Parisians withdrew thelr support
from the dancing gardens and the moré

i Dotorlous cafés. The result was that any
glamour which dissipation might have
-galned from Parisian taste and wit wag
-. absent, and travellers paid thelr good
oney, with much sacrifice of self:re-
-8pect algo, for tasting a life that the true
Parlsians heartily scorned; "Naturally

. those who came to ses:the Anglo-Amay:
lcan or the Russian Paris, and deféitea’

‘amateurs. of “la vie en rouge” The.

Ahe cosmopolitan - herd whose -growing |

sons  Dorées and the Cafés Riches, which
were frequented by the old-school boule-
vardiers, and turned away all but the
notorious, the wealthy, and the extrava-
gant, haye one by one closed their doors,
Every year Parig loses something of its
old preéminence as a city of pleasure,
and the time hag come when the prim-

many ramifications as there are great
cities and human follies. Balzac used
to Insist on a certain freemasonry, in
the sensugl life, which: had’ its capital
on the Seine. To-day he would feel dif-
ferently. The recklessness and ‘the
genius for debauch of the. hero of ‘Peau
de Chagrin’ are no longer Parisian char-
acteristics, Rgrisian dissipation has tak-
en on the dull and uniform tone of the
random life elsewhere, The irrational
squandering of one's gold and one’s sutf
may-as well be practised in New York,
St. Petersburg, or any one of a score of
great cities, - o

1f a certain school of metropolitan
economists be right, the discontinuation
of the opera ballg should be marked by a
shrinkage of the national credit. Many
times the theory that money can circu-
.late normally only when much of it ;s
spent profligately has been seriously
maintained. As if to give the lle to the
theory that she ig rich only on condition
of remaining the bawd of Europe, Paris
adds a new beauty as fast as she drops
an old infamy, Year by year that un-
paralleled prospect along the Seine bhe-
comes richer and nobler, without the loss
of any of the precious monuments of old
time. Every year, too, Paris becomes a
‘more delightful residence for those who.
value the things of art or of the mind.
As 'she loses her title of the Casino of
Europe, she strengtheng that of the new
Athens, ’ C
Nor do we belleve that, with the pass-
ing of the legend embodied in the opera
balis and in a dozen other institutions
of organized profligacy, Paris loses any-
real gayety. The verve Parisienne was
never prominent among these syndicated
Pleasures, nor was it offered at a price
to the moneyed rabble of immigrant

gayety of Parls Is at every family dinner
table, in the studios and ,jmall shops
~—everywhere that two or three .Parl-
sfans meet. And that unique sprightliness
of the iind which ig the Just pride of
all Frenchmen, is still to be found in
Parls, from the quais where clothes: are
washed to the salons where academi-
clang are still agreeable to pretty wo-
men. That is the real “gay Parls” It [
will live on ag long as Frenchmen are
Frenchmen, although it be unknown to

parsimony or prudence {8 forcing the
other “gay. Paris” fnto liquidatfon,
G T RS N R T

the cheat, -declined- longer to be hum | -

rose path for the spendthrift has as-

But if thers 15" doubt about the de-

Meanwhile the restauraiits, the Mal- | ENTERIAINMENT FOR MAN AND'

d " BEAST.

Every one of the half-dozen popular
magazines contains at least one story
o which the hero is beast, bird, or fist.,
Mr. John Burroughs’s protest in the Aj-
lantic in behalf> of his dumb friends,

writers keeps step with the ‘Jungle
Book’ man or struggles along the trafl
of the ‘Sand Hill Stag’ A literary ten-
dency is clearly manifest, and we ses
no reason why ‘it should stop at the ter-
restrial fauna. The flora is as yet unex-
plotted, and since we have had the trag-

the pachydermata, why not glso the
migeries of the edible mushrooms, _the.
loves of the lotuses, and the tragedy
of a dead beet? Erasmus Darwin and
his botanical epic are pretty well Cor-
gotten; and the way lies open for a lit-
erary ad\venturer to publish as many
short stories as there are leaves in Val-
lombrosa. Nor need the process stop
at the organic creation. Two sclentisty
of our a¢quafntancs only ceased ‘fror

ments because they found ,(as had th'e‘
British matron before them in Darwin’s
‘Loves of the Plants’) that the matri-

monial coinplications necessitated by

ality.and avallability, _ :
The chemical comedietta was in-
tended for children, and it seems that
pretty much all animal stories are plan-
ned for the very chfldlike. For the ani-
mal heroes and-herolnes are strangely

reader knows, and amazingly like those
characters of ‘the dime novel and Sun-
day School book which the adult reader
usually scorns. We have tested it high
and tested it low." Occaslonally a Mr,
Jack London strikes the note of verac~"
ity, as Mr. Kipling knew how to invest:
jungle. life with poetry, or Mr. Joel:
Chandler Harris to fill the B'rer Rabbit
stories with shrewd wisdom and exu- '
berant humor: But this s the exception.
What may be called the beast tale of
perlodicalv Jiteratiure possesses neither

stories? only raises the more jimpene-
trable mystery, . Why do people read most *.
of the magazinés at ali? ,The answer 18
possibly that people do not read the-
magazines, but look at the illustrations;
and that the popularity of the new school -

Thompson-Séton, Mr. Heming, Mr.-Bull, -
and others. ..~ - o

manid for ’sentimentalized. quadrupeds,

there i5 1o doubt as to. the supply. W.
feel,-Indeed, that the -production:

Bes passed unheeded. A whole school of _

writing a’comedy of the chemical ele-,

veracity, poetry, wisdom, nor ‘humor, - © "
The question, Why do people read thege - .

s simply a tribute to the pencils of Mr.. -

edy of the brook trout and the pathos of -

xS

the allegory passed all bounds of mor-

unlike any animals thgtJ the average

I4




