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did him harm in driving him away from a
place so fdeally suited for cres operas.

To his sister, Wagner wrotef “Since our:

unfon was out of the aues®on, our deep
affectlon took on the sad, melancholy char-
acter which wards off all that Is common

and low, and finds its sole source of joy in-

the other’s happiness.” “The very fact that
Frau Wesendonk (who dled in 1902) gave
orders that this correspondence should he
printed verbatim, without omisslons, evinces
her convietion that it would sllence all doubt
and maliclous goysip. It mlght be said that
Frau Wagner’s character had the natural ef-
fect of intensifylng the intimaey against
which her Jealousy raged. Frau Wesendonk
was in all these respects the reverse of IPrau
Wagner., To her he played in the afternoon
what he had composed in the morning, sure
of her sympathetic appreciation. - With her
he could talk over his plans, his hopes, his
disappointments, and hig moods, whether
himmethoeh jauchzend or zum Tode betriibt:
and when he had left the “‘Asyl”” letters
had to take the place of conyersation.
“Once on a time,”” he writes three years
after the separation, T found thoe heart and
the soul that In.such moments understood
me completely, and which I loved because of
this perfect appreclation. . . . You are

the angel of my repose, the guardian of my.

life.””  On another occasion he tells her
about the decp impregsion made on him
by a perusal of ‘“‘Lohengrin” and of his
plans for a new opera, “The Victor,” which
was to be a sort of sequel to “Lohengrin.”
“I cannot write you anything but such gos-
sip"”; he adds, ‘“that alone seems worth
while.  And you are the only one with
whom I love to gossip about such things;
and when I do, time and space. which en-
compass naught but torture and distress,
are annihilated.” - He tells her that he ig
more sincere with her than with himself;
that it would be impogsible for him to com-

municate his thoughts to a man in the same’

"way as to her; that he always felt safest

when he allowed her feelings and sugges-
tions to gulde him. But the most striking
proof of his devotion to this rcmnrl'\:able
woman is that, after he left the “Asyl,” he
wrote a special diary for ber, in which he
confided to her his inmost thoughts almost
daily for several months. The preface to
the present volume states that he wished
this diary as well as his letters to be de-
stroyed; but Frau Wesendonk ignored this
request—most fortunately, for this book
“contains many pages that are more fasci-
nating even than Wagner’s letters to Liszt,
both musically and personally. Nowhere
else, indeed, does Wagner show his char-
acter in such a favorable light; the late Dr.
Hanslick himsclf might have here learned
to pity and love his old foe. ~

Musically, too, this friendship bore valu-
able fruit. Frau Wesendonk was not only
able to appreclate her poet-musician, she
herself had a poetic gift. *“You have be-
come a poctess in the noblest sense of the
word,” he once wrote to her; and every
singer is familiar with the five poems of
hers which he set to music. Two of these
—"Triume” and “Im Treibhaus”—he him-
self designated as Studles to “Tristan and
Isolde.” "I have never done anything bet-
ter than these songs,” he wrote to her;
“few of my works can bo placed beside
them.” On a subscquent occasion he goes
50 far as to say concerning “Triume’: "God

knows, I now llke thia song better than the
scene in the operd, Heavens, this s more
beautiful than anything I have done. I
quiver In my deepest nerves when I hear
1. The personal element enters Into this
fudgment, to be sure, bul so it does In the
case af the opery. "Tristan and Isolde” {3
largely autoblographje. In a_lIetter dated
December 21, 1861, he exelaims: “That 1
wrote *Tristan’ I gwe to you, and thank you
therefor from my deepest soul to all eter-
nity." The first net of the opera was com-
posed {n the “Asyl,” and tho situation in it
Is not unlike that of Wagner and his friend
as deseribed in that letter to hlg sister:
“We at once recognized the fact that we
could never think of belng united; hence we
beeame resigned, gave up every selflsh wish,
suffered, endured, but—loved onc anothor.”

The second act of “Tristan” was com-
posed in Venlee, whencel the letters to Frau

Wesendonk contain many interesting de-

tails regavding the progress and process of
composition and Wagner’s life fn that ro-
mantlc city, which seemed lke a dream:

“For the first time I bLreathe this inva-
riably delicious pure alr; the faery-world
aspect of the city keeps me as by magie in
a melancholy-joyous condltion. When I
take a gondola rlde In the cvening to the
Lido, I seem to hear a long-drawn-out soft
violin tone such as I love and once com-
pired you to; now you can imaginc how I
feel here on the sea by mgonlight.””

Ot course thls moo’ did not continue any
more than the fine w-ither, but his opera
absorbed him moro aud more; early in Oc-
tober, 1838, he resumed work on it, and on
December 8 ho writes: I feel as if 1 should
tike to devote all the rest of my life to
this musle. 1, it will be deep and beau-
tiful. . . f. Anything equal to this I have
after all got wrltten before.” By the tenth
of the foNowing March he had completed
the second Yact, and pronounced !t the sum-
mit of his akt up to that time. “For my art
I need the wirld less and less; so far as my
health permits, I should be capable of
working on always in this way cven if none
of this music should ever be performed.”
“With such care do I compose everything
that the shortest phrase assumes as much
importance as a whole act.” “The other
evening Ritter and Winterberger succeeded
in persuading me to play the principal
things, and a fine state of mlnd was the
result!  All my former works, poor things,
were cast aside for this one act. Thus do I
rage against myself, and always assassinate
all my offspring but one.” The last act
followed close upon the second. On August
27 he writes joyfully: “‘Don Felix [Dracseke]
asserts that the third act of ‘Tristan’ s
cven more beautiful than the second. But
concerning this matter I beg you to set
him right thoroughly. Am I to toleratc
such things?” When he began this act, In
April, he wrote: “I see clearly that I shall
never more Invent anything; that one high-
est period of bloom started such a multitude
of germs .within me that I now need only
to resort to them to raise my flowers with
ease.”” A little later: “Child, this “Tristan’
will be something terrible! This last act!!!
I fear the opera will be forbidden—unless
& poor performanco should make a parody
of {t; only a mediocre performance can save
me! Really good ones must make the hear-
ers insane.”” ‘Child, chlld, T have just shed
tears while composing. . . ., It Is enor-
mously tragic! All overwholming!™

Frau Wosendonk was not only the actual

hueroine of this, the most” Wagnerian of
operas; it was also her good fortune to
be made the first reeipient of the do}nllvd
plans for “Parsifal.” At the time when
her acqualntance with Wagner began, the
“Parsifal” had not yet been differentinted
ffom “Tristan™; ultimately he transferred
to it not only some things that he had in-
tended for the last aet of “Tristan.” but
also some of the material for twe operas
which he never wrote: “Der Sleger” and
“Jesus von Nazareth.” We see from these
Ietters that while he was in the midst of
the “'Trislan” composgition the “Parsifal’
story was gradually shaping itself in his
mind.  In the Diary, on October 1, 1838,
he refers {o the Good Friday scene In the
third act of “Parzival” (the spelling Par-
sifal was not used till 1877); in the fol-
lowing January he says that his mind is
filled with presentments of Sawitri and
Parzival. On March 2 he writes: “The
‘Parzival’ has occupied me much of late;
particularly does a peculiar character, a
wonderfully world-demonic woman, the Grail
messenger  [Kundryl, appear before me
more and more vividly and fascinatingly.
If T should ever succeed in finishing this
poem it would be something very orig-
inal.  Only I fail to sec how I can live
long cnough to carry out all my plans.”
On May 30 he begins to show alarm at the
evocations of his own fancy. Referring to
“Tristan” he writes:

“This last act is a real fover—the deepest,
unprecedented suffering and longing, fol-
lowed at once by unprecedented exultant
Joy. Heaven Knows, no one has ever taken
hlg art <o seriously, and Semper is right.
It is this that hag _quito recently prefu-
diced me against tho ‘Parzival’ It .be-
came elear (o me that it would be a most
oncrous undertaking. Accurately consid-
ered, Anfortas [sic] is the principal and
central figure. But that makes a stupen-
dous story. Try to imagin¢, for heaven's
sake, what it means' To my mind it be-
came clear suddenly with a terrifying ef-
fect; It is my ‘Tristan’ witk an Incon-
ceivable intensification.”

He proceeds to sketch the tragic situa-
tion, and adds: “Am I to carry out such
a thing, and even compose music for it?
No, thank you very much! Let who will
do that; I shall keep it off my shoulders.”
Then three more pages about the drama,
and again the exclamation: “Am I to as-
sume such a task? God save me! This
very day I take leave of this senseless pro-
Ject; let Getbel write the poem and Liszt
the music,” he adds playfully. But in
August, 1860, he writes again,” from Paris:
“Once more my mind has been quite busy
of late with ‘Parzival’; it is becoming more
and more lucld; when once all the details
have ripened, the writing of this poem
must prove an unheard-of pleasure to me.

Before that is done, however, many years

may pass. I should llke, too, in this case,
for once, to let the poem stand without
music.””  Five yoars later, at the urgent
desire of Ludwig II., he wrotc cut a com-
plete sketch of the “Parsifal” drama and ’
sent it to the King with the words: ‘“The
time has come; the greatest, most perfect
works remaln to be created.”

.
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Ch. Renouvier, Membre de I'Institut: Les
Dernicrs Entretiens. Recueillis par Louis
Prat. Paris: Armand Colin. 1904, Pp. 107.
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;Wlth lthe Cobpemtlon of -Members and
Fellows of the Department of Philosophy.
(The Decennlal Publications, Second Se-

" rles, Volume XI.) Unlversity of Chicago
Press,. 1903. 8vo. Pp. 878.

‘The metaphysical and logicall phllosophy
of Chdrles Bernard Renouvier, who died on
the first-day of last September, aged eighty-

¢ eight years and eight months, fs the most
‘highly esteemed of any by the average
Frenchmgn of to-day; or, as Renouvier him-
self perhaps more accurately put it, ‘il est
entendu que Renouvier ‘est trds fort, mais
on ne le lit pas.” - Considering that the
proper date of it fs 1848, or earller, its
-style and method being those of that perlod,
and 1ts determinative elements having been
fixed not long after that date, {ts reason-
ibgs, must be pralsed for their. atrictness;
in comparlson with those of metaphysicians
generally, Indeed, had their author, {n-
stead of coming from the arena of political
« Journalism to take up phllosophy when the
- Doup dKtat had shut his mouth to the
socialism he had been talking, only réceived
a sound training in any successful branch
of ‘solentific research, his mative vigor of
intellect would have shaped those rep-
sonings to rise - above = the -level
of  other  metaphysical argumenta-
tions, and would bhave caused them
to prove somethlng—or, at any rate, - to g0
towards provlng something. He ‘himselt
maintalned that ‘the fundamentels of Kis
sysiem were as perfectly uemonstmted ae
- the theorems of mathema}lcs, if not more

. 80. When. at last, he came to percelve that. i

a senile ossification -of Ms tissues had ad-
- " vanced 8o far as -to leave him now" but\ a
', tew. days more to live—a week or a . fort-
night, he imagined—with a- tremendous ef-
fort he gathered all- his forces in order to
‘pour into the -ear of his devotdd disciple
and bosom friend, M. Louis Prat, some last
phllosophlcal ‘injunctions ‘that to hltn
leemed preclous above mbles. .

.. Begluning approprlately (though he may

not have noticed the coincidence) on the

" feast of St. Augustine, August 28—it fell
upon-a Friday—he spoke continuously from
one o clock till' three, and then,‘after halt
an hour‘s lntermlsslon, for near two hours
longer, M, Prat taklng notes, stenograpble
or other, On the mMOrrow, & very_long fore-
noon discourse was ‘supplemented by ‘&
shorfer one before sunset. Sunday brought
another lecturg; Monday two—one in the
afternoon, ¥ée other from nine to eleven in
the evening.. At 8:46 the next morning he
expired, So undeniable was- his. earnest-
ness,  Apostle and. martyr of the gospel of
work, he was determined to eypend his en-
-ergy -to its last grals in doing his duty.
Another philogopher in his place might have
thought that, since his doctrine was ‘ca-
‘pable of demonstration. it must eventually
be acknowledged -no matter with what con-
tumely it was received at fixst, and that his
‘buslness should be confined to presentlng
.once for all g demonstration ot it that any
vaporous aupplement ) d only. mar, de-
cency, indeed,- torblddlng t.hat ‘A priest of
divine philosophy should put her Into a
‘position ot mendlcance for a’ lodslng‘ But
(slngular scepticism!) this. continuator of
the great optimist, Léibnix, -had no -confl-
~dence, in his -own’ doctrine’s: ever coming

to be. generally reaeived, . for-all. ita sofen-.
unc and demonstrative trath. -He.-had reok—l

‘marked fallipg off of intellectual powers as.

.last year's ‘Le Personnalisme.’ Belng in
-guch possesslon of his facultles, and in no

‘it would have seemed unnatural it he had
‘relished the Idea of death. He sald: *Je

‘thinkers and, no doubt to others; and they

‘ever there was to be gained by contact with

been able to evoke?

“creatéd, say, phypleal chemisfry, the new

‘even from - those prig straiter ~ sects.

He hatéd to dle; and in these talks—not
“‘enlretiens,” by the way, since there were,
no interlocutors, nor 'any ‘subject agreed
upon at the outset—we cannot detect any

compared with the ‘Essals de Critique Gé&-
nérale,’ the ‘Sclence de la Morale,’ and ‘La
Nouvelle -Monadologle,' to say nothing of

great bodily pain as long 8s he kept still,

m’en vais. I1 me semble que je glisse sur
une pente, et je dols, par moments, faire
un effort pour me retenlr. C'est &trange!
ce glissement dans l[lhconnu & comme une
espdce d'attrait pour mol.”” He was inter-
ested in his own Interesting personality;
and the little volume is far--better worth-{
reading for its human elements - for
any utility to a scientific phllosophy. It
gives two portraits. )
The volume of which. Professor Dewey is
the .father forms a part of the Unlversity
of Chicago’s exhibit of an Impressive de-
cade’s work, and is a worthy part of it, be-
ing the monument of what he has done in
his own departmgnt. Here are eleien es-
Bays, four by himself, defining his concep-
tion of the business of the logician, seven
by the students whom he has helped to
form and set upon their own Intellectual
legs. It affords conclusive proo'f of the ser-
vioe he bas rendered to thesé accomplished

in thelr turn will render to another genera-
tlon services of the same nature. What-

8 sincere student of phijosophy, as such,
théy. have manuestly -galned. . Are. there
any further sefvlces that logic could be
expected to perform? Are any logical ques-
tlons now beinz agitated in the different
sclences?: Is there any such question as to
the constitution of matter,. the value- of
mechanlcal hypotheseq, now open in phys-
fcs? Are there any methods as to more or
less statla.l'lcol methods. of philological and
historical critielsm? ' If. there . are such
questlons,'haa past expérlence gone to show
that there was any help to be had from
broader 8weeps of study than specialists
can ‘make? Is It worth while to examine
at all Into the questions here asked; and
if it be, is it best to carry to them vague
impresstons, or the 'exactest conceptions
that studles specially directed to them have

‘Thers are specialists who are dlsposed to
think any inquiries from the outside into
thelr methods are -impertinent. - They say,
with perfect justice, that they understand
fully- their own business, and -wish to
be let alone. . Unquestionably, they must
be right. . There 18, however, another class
of specislists whose alms .are of such a
nature that they can sometimes make good
use of ideas which have grown up in other’
studies. - Buch speclalists, when they have

astronomy,- physlologlcal paycholoxy, sty-
lometry, - etc., have- sometlmes -gain-
ed a. . certain. . measure: .. of.: esteem

It hu“otten lnppened that zeneul studies
of logio, have. relnlted in: such: a.ppllcstlonl,

whom, .abandoning all attempt at finding a

descriptive deslgnstlon, we may roughly -

call the English Bchool of loglclans, mean-
ing, for. emmple. ‘Boole, De*Morgan, Whew--
ell, J. 8. Mill, Jevons, Venn, Pearson,
MacColl, eto., while pursuing studies often
purely theoretical, are nevertheless taklng
a road which may be expected to lead to
results of high value for the nosltlve scl-
‘ences. Those whom we may as roughly call
the German school of logicians, meaning
such writers as Christoph Sigwart, Wundt,
Schuppe, Benno Erdmann, Jullus Bergmann,
Glogau, Husserl, etc., are engaged upon

.problema which must be acknowledged to - "

underlie the others, but attack them in a
manner which the exact logicians regard as
entirely Irrelevant, because they make
truth, which {s a matter of fact, to be a

[-matter of a way of thinking or even of

linguistlc expression. The Chicago school
‘or group-are manifestly in radical opposi-
tion to the exact logiclans, and are not
making any studies which anybody in his

seDses can expect, directly or lndlrectly.‘

In dany consldérable degree to influence
twentleth-century scfence. X

Prof. Dewey regarda himself as radically
"opposed to the German school, apd explains
how he s so. We must confess that had he
not put 80 much emphasls upon it, we should
hardly have deémed the point of difference
80 important; but we suppose he must know
what his own affiliations are and are not. .
He seems to regard what he calls “logle”
as & natural history ot thought. If such

& patural history can be worked out, it will .
undoubtedly form valuable knowledge; and

wlth .all our heart we wish the Chicago

school godspeed in,their enterprise of dis-

covery, But thelr task will call for such
extreme subtlety, precision, and definiteness

of thought that we hope their new sclence - - -

will not disdain to take a lesson, if not from
any of the older logiclans of the country,
nor from that Amerlcan -thinker who first

‘essayed to use his great powers of obgerva- -

tion to est,abllsh a natural history of mental

products—we mean Dr. James Rush—at .

least from the well-estabiished natural his-
tory of Nature, chemistry, botany and zo-

ology; the lesson, to wit, that a natural his-

tory can hope to- begin a euccesstul course

of discovery only from the day wheb it
abandons altogether -the trivial language of .

practical life, and eets up a thoroughly new

glossary of words exclusively its own, there- .
by not confusing our mesgre philosophical ..

vocabulary with the burden of added mean=-
ings to old words. ' If calling the new natu- - L
-val history by the name of “loglc” (a sus- o
piclous begintiing) is to be a way of ra- R
judging the question of whether or not there .
be a Jogic which {s more than a mere natu- ..

iy

ral history, ingsmuch as it would pronpunce .

one proceedlng of thought to be ‘gound and.

Valid and another to be otherwige, then we -

‘should regard ¢his appropriation of that
name to be itself fresh confirmation of our.
opinion of the urgent need of such a normw-
tive sclenco at this day.

X

le Life of Horace. Bm»ey Wlth . ectlonn
- trom . his :letters. By Clm'les Chauncey.
Binney. . Philadelphia:- J.. B.- Lippincott
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