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might ‘commit .the blunder, less pardonable
than crime, of beginning with the wrong
fork at a dinner or using ruled notepaper,
or addressing a letter “Mr. and Mrs. Brown
and Family.” +The etiquette of visiting-
cards, of serving afternoon tea, of balls
and calls and weddings, is herc given in
cetall.  The ‘“divorced woman's visiting
card™ (O mores!) has a section all to jtself.
Mfss Clapp is on the whole a guide who may
ke followed blindly by the unsophisticated.
We have noted, however, at least one se-
tlous mistake, It {s not true that in Eng-
I'sh society the newcomer *calls first on
the residents of the place” (p. 23). 1If the
path of the parvenu were thus made casy,
what English county family would be safo?
On page 51 Miss Clapp glves what she con-
siders the correct form for that bugbear ot
the illiterate, a Isiter in the third person.
Her model composition runs smoothly as
far as the second sentence, and then comes
the familiar lapse: “Enclosed find check
for the amount.”” This is fortunately di-
rected to a member of society to whom the
cheek” will seem more essentlal than good
‘Rrammar. ‘

Apother volume of the same series,
‘House and Home,' by Mary Elizabeth Car-
ter, is addressed to that great class which
in England would rank as “middle,” and in
France as the houryeoisic., It deals’ with
the routine ot the home from the momoant
when you choose it or build it, to the mo-
ment when it burns down; and here we may
observe that this very sensible writer, who
has grasped the great truth that the home
centres in the plumbing, the cellar, and the
teating apparatus, wholly ignores the pos-
sibility of fire, and the precautions that
should be taken by every careful household-
er. For the rest, we ‘can only say tliat
a household that should be run on tha lines
Iafd down in Miss Carter's Ittle book would
roalize even the ideal of the Chicago mil-
licnaire who dreamed of home life without
friction, and decided that to climinate this
would be worth, to him at any rate, a
million dollars.: - - - .

The publishing house of Clifford & Law-
ton, at No. 19 Union Square in this city,
sends us a small porttolio “containing fitty-
five views of the best contemporary Ameri-
can interiors, correctly classified by pe-
riods.”” One sheet at once boars the title,
‘American Interior Decoratlon,” and the list
of Hlustrations; and on the back a brief
publisher’s note, giving credit to the fur-
niture dealers, decorators, and business
hevies which deal in matter of decoration,
for Lumewhat less tl;a.n half of the fifty-five
pletures. The reader who will imagine a
collection made up from the newly opened
Hotel St, Regis.and the ‘only less renowned

Hotel Astor, three or four stago settings,

half a score of exhiblts at St. Louis, sev-
eral saloons ‘made up in the shops of prom-
inent furniture dealers, and “a Minne-
apolis decorator's version of Japanese,” will
be able to form a fair notion of the mort
of book that we have here. Obviously, no
one of the designs can be of any consider-
able artistic interest. Of course, In every
such collection, there are hints- of costly
and carefully made-up interiors; and
sometimes, as if by accident, a really in-
(eresting effect may be produced, as where,
in the New York Building at St. Louis, a
double colonnade of very floria design di-
vides a large hall in a really effective
{ashion, -

Longmans, Green & Co. publish ‘An At-
tempt towards a Chemical Conception of

- the Ether,’ by D. MendeléefI, transiated from

the Russlan by George Kamensky. There is
nothing new in the idea that the ether may
be a chemical body. Mendeléefl’s turn af
mind would naturally lead him to favor
this view; but it cannot be denied that a
review of the history of scientific hypoth-
eses will show that it has been conceptions
of this character—the realistic character—
in favor of which experiment has usually
decided. It is an interesting fact, too, that
a man of Mendeléeff's surpassing sagacity
should be so decided as he appears 'to be
that, if the cther is a chemical body, it is
an unmixed element of the helium-argon
group. It has long been as good as known
that coronium, whose spectrum was so mag-
nificent in the eclipse of August.T, 1869, is a
chemical element, considerably lighter than
hydrogen.  Mendeléeff says its atomic
weight “*will be not greater than 0.4, and
probably less.” This would make ts densi-
ty one-fifth that -of hydrogen or one-seven-
ticth of the alr's. He makes it similar to

- neon, which, with little reason, ‘he sep-

arates slightly from helium, argon, kryp-
ton, and xenon—that is, he scparates it as
much as sodium Is scparated from lithium,
potassium, rubldium, and cwesium.

J. Clark Murray's ‘Introduction. to. Psy-
chology' (Boston: Little, Brown & Co.) s
simply our old favorite, the same author’'s
well-known and approved ‘Handbook,” in a
new dress. The author thinkg that so many
parts have been so completely rewritten
that “it would have been misleading to
deseribe It as a new edition of the olq
work.” Many wil} hold quite the reverse
opinion. We do not remark much retraction,
and the enlargements amount, we should
judge, to some ¢ per cent. of the contents;
certainly not to the double of that. The
changes appear to be everywhere ju.dlclous,

‘and in half a dozen ‘cases, at most, impor-

tant; but the origlnal dress of the book was
far more graceful and more likely to prove
eHgaging to young persons. The new ‘Intro-
duction’ s, however, welcome.

Prot. Florian Cajori’s ‘Introduction to the
Modern Theory of Equations’ (Mncmlllan}
demands mention as the only small treatise
in the language embracing the whole sﬁbject
and showing how best to treat higher alge-
braic equations. The account of the Galvis
theory is avo\ved]y taken from Weber's alge-
bra, but is for the first time brought within
the comprehension of every student of mid-
dling capaclty, by numerous examples. It
the student gges through these and makes
sure of perfectly famillarizlng himself with
every aspect of one point before going on to
the next, and not fatiguing himself, we see
fo reason for his finding this doctrine, so
useful as it often Is, and so sure of en-
larging the mind, at all beyond his grasp,
We regret that the limits of the roots have
not been more llberally treated.

The geographical section conmected ‘with
the French Africap: army has published a
large chart In seventeen sheets_ooverlng the
larger portion of French Africa. But as
this ig still defective, giving only the itiner-
aries, it has been decided to prepare a large
chart on the scale of 1:500,000, to consist of
at least‘slxty parts. Special investigations
are now being made ‘for this ‘purpose In the
lower Senegal districts, ih the peninsula of
Cape Verde, Dakar, and elsewhere. It will
take many years to complete the work, The
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next region to l;e'unxlertakon Is the neigh.
borhpod of Saint Louis, and an expedition
Is being prepared for the Ivory Coast,
Liberia is in an extremely primitive con-

dition, judging from the account by our
minister, Mr. Ernest Lyon, of a recent jour-
ney into the Interior published in the Con-
sular Reports. There are No roads, and the
means of communication between the vil-
lages “in the dense forests Or upon the
tops of steep hills” are paths.made crooked
and labyrinthine to render access diffieylt,
This iIs due mainly to the ceaseless tribal
wars which are devastating the State—warg
of which “women are invariably the cause,”
The ‘land has great natural resources. The
forests abound in rich ang valuable tim-
ber. Mineral wealth is abuhdant. - Cottop
Is indigenous, and the soll s peculiarly
adapted to the growth of coffee. But thegg
sources of prosperity and wealth arg’ large-
Iy undeveloped, and in some instances, ke
that of coffee culture, the amount and valug
of the crop. are diminishing. The whole
foreign trade fn 1902 was only about halt
a million dollars ($335,074), or one hundred
thousand less than in 1849 (3646,646). 1t is
a significant fact,- mentioned in another re-
port, which in some measure accounts for
the lamentable decadence, that “almost
eyery Liberian [meaning an American negro
or his descendant] is a Government official.”

—Little, Brown & Co., ‘Boston, publish g
new (fourth) edition of John Norton Pome-
roy’s 'Code Remedies,” by Prof. Thomas A.
Bogle. The editor has a%@eﬂ a multitude
‘of cases (some ten thousdnd citations are
given), and to obtain room has done much
In the way of omission and condensation,
Nearly a third of the book Is new. Mr.
Pomeroy was one of the last of the legal
writers of what may be called the old Amer-
ican school—men ‘whose alm was nothing
more spectacular or novel than the plain
exposition of the law as they found it. The
systizm_ of code remedies was fortunate, {n
the days.when the Code itselt was still a
novelty, in finding in him an expounder of
the first ordef of ability, unprejudiced and
lucid in a most difficult and technical fleld,
On the first appearance of the book thirty
years ago it was found to explairi the newly
introduced system so clearly and forcibly
{(Mr. Pomeroy’'s style was admirably adapt-
cd to his work) that it was at once wel-
comed by the bench and the profession, and
accepted as an-authoritative treatise, and it
has held its own. Professor Bogle's con- .
scientious and thorough revision probably
guarantees it & prolonged life. He is, we
believe, an acknowledged authority on the
reformed Procedure, and his hand Is to be

‘seen on almost every page. Such a ro.

vision, If successful, redounds almost equal-
ly to the credit of author And editor.

—Another law-book, published by the
same house, which deserves more than ordi-
nary notice, is8 a work in one. volume by

ltred G. Reeves on ‘Real Property.! The
author calls it a “treatise on special sub-
jects of the law of Real Property,” but
this is too modest a title, for it contains an
outline of all real-property law; together
with more detailed treatment of those spe--
cial subjects, such as fixtures, easements,
tenures, useé, trusts, powers, mortgages and
perpetuities, which occasion’ rmost contro-
versy and ltigation. Unless we are mis-
taken, the -student and practitioner will
find here in a single volumo what it is dit-
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