not widely remiote, the completeness of the-

hoops in one case against their incom-
pleteness In' the other not being an in-
varfable: distinction, ‘4nd two other .sup-
posed essentifl differences belng only a
difference in the degrees of development of
* certaln parts. Dr. Franz Boas, the distin-
" ‘guished anthropologist, treated of psychic

. associations in primitive culture, making

some {nteresting remarks that nobody who
heard” them is likely to" forget, although
they' may have seemed matters of common
knowledge. Professor Woodward communi-
cated & brief account of a paper by Mr.
C. E. Mendenhall, son of the iAcademician
of tha.t,m;.me, concerning thel determina-
tion of the absolute value of gravity by
means of & pendulum in the form of a
(rlng' suépended from sixteen different
points, The value of the method could
not be judged without long and minute
study. Professor Woodward described a
pendulum of his own invention, in. the
form of a horizontal bar suspended by long
steel. ribbons without knife edges.  Since
"thls‘appa;'atus presents no problems thai

have not been completely worked out, it

18 certain that It would be an excellent
-way of determining gravity. The chief dif-
hculty would be to ascertain the tempera-
ture; for unless the suspendlng ribbons
are very long, the advantages ot this form
will not be secured. " Professor Chandler
performed before the Academy a determin-
atlon of the oxygen'in the air of the Sub-
_.way by Hempel’s method. It\ls a very ele-
gent méthod, and was very beautifully exe-
cuted by & student of Profesgor Chandler.

JEAN JACQUES WEISS.
I ._PARIB..h‘nvember 5, 1904.
Prince - Georges Stirbey has published
some ‘Notes and Impressions, with a Se-
lection of Letters® of his ﬂxrlénd J. J. Weiss,
one of the most gifted jolrnalists of the

- time of the Second Empire:and of the period

which followed the war of 1870 ‘and ended
in the establishment of the' Republic. Welss
belonged to the unfortunate and’ brilliant
" generation of writers who had attalned their
‘majority at the time of the December
Coup d'Etat. He was a friend .and com-
“panfon* of: ‘Prévost-Paradol, of. Edmond
“About, of Taine, of Francisque Sarcey. They
all entered lifs, after the most brilliant
studies, as uwatural adversaries of a régime
which suppressed the liberty of the press.
Ev'erythlng' is known about Prévost-Para-
dol, who in the end became reconciled to-
the Empire, and Minister of France at
Washington; about About, author of many
popular books; about Sarcey, who became a
theatljlcal critic; about Taine, the only one
who' left a lasting memory, as he wrote’
books instead of newspaper articles. Weiss
was, more than any of his friends, a born
Journalist, and left no work of {mportance,
As & journalist, he was.equal if not su-

perfor to all his contemporaries; but the

fame of the journallst is as ephemeral as
the fate of the actor. Under the Bmplre, a
clever newspaper article was an event; but,
after 1870, journalism became absolutely
free, and 1f Welss had not achieved a repu-
tation under Napoleon III., he would have
found it difficult, if not impossible, to at-
.tain to_any great notoriety amid absoluts
-freedom - of the press and the confusion:
-Which it creates. L '
Welss was 8o fortunate as to be admitted

.under the Empli'e‘to the staff of the Joumal
des Débats, the. most highly reputed of
French newspapers. : g

“It was,” says Prince 8tirbey In his pref-
ace, “an epoch full of difficulties and of
dangers for 'a Journalist; for, people lived
under a reign of warnings; gsuspensions;
suppressions. Weiss knew with a consum-

gers.- It was at this difficult perfod that
he entered Into full possesslon of himselt.
His talent acquired great surety, without
losing anything of its vividness; his mind,
an exactness and a clearness fine apd sub-
tle; ‘his style, a new precision.  Who is
there, in our generation, that does not re-
member - Welss’s leaders in the Débats?
The politiclans, ever those whom he at-
tacked, read them-with a serlous fascina-
tion; the Liberals were charmed with them?
while the Imperial Government felt struck
by them, and was powerless to restrain the
liberties and audacities go adroitly man-
aged. With what a clever hand, what &
mixture of boldngss and of caution, what
ingenious am::}é:s and citations, Weiss
knew how to e his readers understand
what he could not say overtly; with what
foresight he knew how to prephesy the mis-
fortunes of the foreign policy of France!"

- His great_success on. the Débats opened
-all doorx”to Weiss; he wrote at" times
for the them\famous Courrier du Dimanche,
for the Journat de Paris, for the Figaro, the
Gaulois, but he always remained falthful
to the Débats, the most literary of our

newspapers. He had received a highly clas-
sical culture at. the .Bcole Normale, and

essays, litera.ry' or political, have been
-gathered In sgveral volumes. I will here
give only thelr titles: ‘A propos de Thé-
atre,” ‘Autdur de Ia Comédfe-Francaise,’
‘Le Drame Historique et Jo Drame

Littérature” Francalse,’ “Molidre, ‘La Ths-
This st shows that Welss had become a
other of his triends; but theatrical mat-

ters were always to him a secondary ob-
ject, and politics remained the great pre-

' occupation of his Iife.

This new volume of ‘Notes &t Impres-
sions’ contains also a few essays, on the
most various subfects, but {ts'chief {nter-
est lles in the letters of Welss which it
makes public. I will, however, note a short
essay which has, 80 to speak, a- rotrospec-
tive interest, at & moment when the separ-
ation of Church-and State is dally discussed
In France, It s thus entltled: “Are the
minfgters of the churches who receive &
sb& public functionarles?” and was writ-
ten in September, 1881. It is well known
that, after the perlod of the Revolution, in
which all the Church properties had been
confiscated, Napoleon made a treaty with
Plus VII. which goes under the name of
the Concordat, This treaty still subsists, at-
ter a century, but there is question of
putting an end to it. The State gives a sal-

to the ministers of the Reformed Church
of Fiance, and to the rabbls of the Jow-
{sh persuasion. Three churches are, what
is called, recognized by the State—the
Catholic, the Protestant, and the Jewleh,
Welss maintained ‘that the priests or par-
sons are not publie functionaries, In the
ordinary sense of the word. S
‘Welss's correspondence, which s publish.
od In the presgnt volume, has a spoclal

leave unpublished some. letters to Madame

mate art how to avoid these numerous dan-

occaglonally he tried his hand at artlcles'
on purely literary subjects. Many of -l\lB'

Pagsionnel,’ ‘Essais sur I'Histoire de lu_i
Atre et les Mceurs,’ ‘Les_ Thétres Parisiens.’”

theatrical critfc as well as Barcey and some

ary to the-priests of the Cathollc Chureh, |,

interest. * It would have been as well to:
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+ + = Which are almost childish; but we
¢an tead with pledsure, for Instance, let-
ters from' Taine to Weiss. one, dating
88 far back as 1859, Taine sts forth his

.

“I'am not an artist:"T do not pretend to
be ond. I treat al matters like physiolo-
8Y; 1 do nothing more. I have borrowed
from philosophy and positive science meth-
ods which seemed to me powerful, and I
have applied them to psychological sciences.
I treat of sentiments and ideas as others
do of functions and organs; what Is more, I
belleve that the two orders of facts have
the same nature, are submitted to aequal ne-
cessitles, and are the two sides of the same
thing, the Universe. . . . All my ambi-
tion I8’ to put my ideas in writing. As to
the form, I make as lttle of it as you
please.” : - :

*Renan writes to Welss In 1862, on the sub-
Ject of the suspension of his lectures at the
Collége de France, where he was professor
of the Hebrew language:

In theology. ' It is quite true that the
Colldge de France is not a school of theol-
0g8Y; but I was not theologizing "when I
treated, from the point of view of positive
€clence, points of history which theologians
treat from another polnt of view. ‘Other-
wise the flnest and the most important
Yages of history would be suppressed.”’

The professorskip of French Poetry at the
Sorbonne was promised to Welss in 1863,
but Duruy, the Minister of Public Instruc-
tion, thought it Incompatible with coll’bo-

choose between the two. Welss preferred
to remain on the-Débats. This was the oo-

René Taillandier, who obtained the pro-
fessorship,

In 1867 and 1868, we find severa letters
"addressed to Welss by Thiers. '
gratulates Welss on his articles,
cusses several points with him.
to a pamphlet which he wrote fn 1
Monarchle de 1830’ now very rare,

«says: “It was-written during the
of Casimir Périer; the monarchy of 1830 had
been only six months {n existence.

‘war between Austria and Prussia,
writes (September 21, 1868):

“In 1866, on the discussion, of thé Ad-
dress, I got It sent back to a [2)
as the German question was omitted; think-
ing that France could not be Indiffer nt in
such & question, : The committee concpbeted
a senseless phrase, and, thanks to 0l-
livier, the Chamber was content -wi it.
As for myself, I advlaed, not.war, which
Was unnecessary, but, what was easy, dppo-
sitlon to the unlon of Italy and Pruss 2, by
declaring that France would join the party
-which ghould .bd attacked by the other.
‘There was but a word to be spoken, and I
begged the Government to speak It. .. .
The day after Sadowa, it was still posslble
to repair the evil—not the whole, but a part
of It; but the Chamber -had adjourned, hAnd
1 could not apeak.”

In another letter, he refurns to the ques-
tion. He had told the Chamber: :

“Prussla i8-going to become a formidable
power if you don’t arrest her. .Nothing ia
easler. . . Prussia counts upon the alliarce
of Italy, and Italy depends upon you. Fair-
bid her to ally herself with Prussta, and she
will not disobey you. . Bay to Prussia that
France is-one of the guarantors of ‘the Ger-
man Confederacy, and has, therefore, the
right and duty to defend its Constitution)”

‘Buch were the ‘{llusions “of M. “Thier.
‘He 'did 'not understand: the "strength o

TN

“I dellvered _lectures In hlstory; pot *

ration with the Débats, and asked Welss to -

| caslon of a cdorrespondence with M. Saint- .

. the movement ivhiol:x“:cnlmlmtbd” ‘in-the -
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. - from. Imo Onmmlngs, 1s an intelligent and
’ technloally “irreproachable tamlly history.
"Isaac Comins, - Senlor,” "whose will was |
. pmb&tod June 14, 1677, was a settler In
: Ipcwlch. Il'au. His descendants have taken

: mat lbertieds with the spelling of his
. 'name, the majorlty following the New Bng-
“'1and tendency to change the ending -en or
“In to_-ing. The compiler has gone with
this majquty in hig book, even to spelling
his own name Cummings {n its chronological

" plice at-page 657, but Cummins on. the title-
. page as on his bank checks. His motive
has ‘been the simple truth so far as it could
be ascertained, and he has not sought by
embellishment to avold a dry chronicle of
facts, There is some good reading in ex-
 tracts relatlng to collateral ancestors, and
.an occasfonal charactquzatlpn is full-
bodied, The atock appears to be simple |

New l!:ngla.nd largely agrleultural and me--

chanlca.l in its occupations, with but few
shlnl,ng lights. College graduates are rela-

tively. rare. Lo'yallnts and patriots divided |
" in the Revolution; omne solitary Cummings |

(ot this line), ‘having been born in the
South, was subdued to it, and served in the
Confederate ranks against his kinsmen. One
turned Mormon, and Lis son had a ‘‘first
wite” 'llvlng twenty-one years after his
- death.’ 'Inventors have been numerous and
clever. Joshua, of the sixth generation, re-

moved from - Leominster ~to Westmlinster,

Maas., for the better education of his chil-
dren and was richly rewarded In them.
. There are & tew portraits, all typical and
" -guggestive; none more plenslng than that of
the compiler. . .

. The distinction.of‘the ‘Dexter Genealogy,

-.-1642-1904," bogun by John-Haven Dexter,

carrled. on by Orrando Perry Dexter, and
now arranged by Henry L. Mlles (Amerl-
can News Co.), is that, by an ingenlous
system of "superlor ﬂsures"-—-dn printer's
parlance—-the a.utborlty for every statement
is given where possible. No. 99, which"
,étauds for Family Bible, of course recurs
constantly. The whole aspect of this gen- |
ealogy Is therefore most businesslike and
. self-commending. The family name is emi-
.nent in New England, and the more promi-
. nent descendnnts of Richard;Baxter (1606-.
1680) receive relauvely long biographies;
that of Mr. O. P. Dexter bélng as interest-
ing as dt I8 tragic. Andrew Dexter (i779-
1837), a native of Brookﬂeld Mass., found-
ed the city of Montgomery,.Ala.  Samuel
Dexter (1761-1867) sat in both houses of
Congross, and was Secretary of War and of
the Treasury. The one plate 18 a charming
view of the old Dexter mansion in Malden,
Mass., standing on property purchased from
the Indians by Richard Dexter in 1663, and
stlll occupled by his posterity. Only 400
coples of this work are issued.
The seventy-two laboratory exercises con--
, tained in Prof. J. C. Olsen's -"l‘ext book of
Quantitative Chemical Analysis’  (D. Van
Nostrnnd Co) appear.to us to be judicious-
i chosen and admirably described, and al-
together to be calculated to make & skil~
m analysist of the student. ' 8o much of
the other matter as {8 naturally ‘wanted
ong  with the exercises, to  furnish in-
formation about quantitative analysis that
s lndlapensable to ¢he young man entering
upon it and acquiring his first - skill, is
algo good. But: whether, over and above
‘bhat, it was worth -while in a single vol-

L e to penutrate tnrther lnto ﬂ\o vut

mass .of details, or to undertake more than

to dfrect the student to the different boo‘ksv

and papers,” with hints as to the use of
them, is a question not easy to answer
to one's own satisfaction._

An lnvterestdng attempt to glveﬁermanent
value to a second-hand- -book catalogue has
been made by the nmewly established firm
of  Rudolf Haupt in Halle, who prefaces
& recent catalogue of books on-bibliography
and printing with a skelch by Professor K.
Haebler, entitled. "From the Beginnings of
the Book Trade.” It deals with early book
advertisements, mq ‘traces their develop-
ment from circulérs.about single books to
Itsts of books pf:'lnted by the. game print-
er gr for the same publisher, and finally to
the appearance of catalogues of books Is-
sued by several publishers or printers, and
collected in- the shop of the same dealer.
The early development of the book trade in
Venice is described, and it is shown how
the printing of books became in that- city
for the first time a branch of manufacture,
and the selling of bgoks a. business. pire
and simple. Here were to be found, as
early as before the year 1500, nearly all
the features of the modern book.trade, '

The Magazinesof American History, with
Notes and Queries, 18 to be revived after
a long eclipse. It will be published month-

-1y-at $5- per -annum-by-William-Abbatt; at -

No. 281 Fourth Avenue, New York. The
ﬂrst number wlll probably be *lsaued in
January. -

Prof. G. F‘raderick Wright assumes the
editorship ot Records of the Past (Wash-
ington), which enters’ upon;its fourth year
ln January. L}

In the National Geograph Magazine- tor
November Prot. F. H. Bigelow describes the
new research meteorological observatory at
Mount Weather. Bluemont, Virglnla about
sixty-five mlles northwest of Washington,
and its work. It is proposed to establish a
physlcal laboratory there “to a.ccommodate
experlmenta in meteorologlcal physics, in
the lmprovecment of instruments, in at-
mospheric electrlcity, fonization, and radio-
activity of the air and of golls, and other
research {investigations.” Another paper
deals with the methods of Government ase
sistance dn handling forest lands. A §é-
sumé of an essay on the “Foreign Com-
merce of Japan since the Restoration, 1889;
1800, is by Yukimasa Hattor}, a student at |
Johns Hopkins University. In referring to
the probably large increase in importations
of food products in the near future, ke calls
attention to the fact, almost without a
parallel, that the Japanese farmer under-
stands his work “so thoroughly that, by
elaborate means of irrigation and the skil-
tul use of fertilizers, he has been able to
obtain rich harvests from the same land
during fifteen or twenty centuries.” There
!s also given the substance of Sir F. D,

Lugard’'s address before the Royal Geo--

graphical SBociety on northern Nigeria, with
numerous interesting lllustratlons

The Geographical Journal for November

opons with an {llustrated descripton of the
little ‘known" country between the Niger
and Lake Tchad, by Col. Elliot of the Anglo-
French Boundary Commisalon. Among the
sclentific results of this expedition was the
dlscovery of fossils showing that the- Med-

“iterraneat once extended- to this region..

Some of: them are distinctly ot an. Indll.n
oht.ruter-—a na-urohin belna of u kind

“to the oonclusion that tlxey

hitherto - described only ‘in Slndh—whlch
would indicate, accordlnx to Dr, Bather of .
the Brittsh Museum, a connection of India
and the _Bahar-a. in early geologic ages. Col.
Biliot referred to the lh.yvlessneas of the
country whens he passed through it in 1908,
which :‘was before the British occupation,
Now, says Major Burdon, the officer in com-
mand of that district, “that lawlessness
does not exist; and there is nothing more
striking or encouraging in the result of
British occupation than the way in which
the people allow all their fortifications and
wallg to fall into decay at once. They say
openly they no longer have any need of
them.” The remalning contents are an ac-
count of the ‘survey of the fresh water
lochs of the Ewe Basin, Scotland, and Dr.
Sven Hedin’s interesting snd characteristic
preface to his forthcoming “Sclentific Re-

i eulta" of his last journey, to which we have

alfeady reterred. . )

Atrican railways are the subject of the
article of most. general interest in  the
Annales de Géographta tor November. The
accompanying map, showing the roads In
operation and. those under construction, as
well as the lakes and rivers on which there

“is steam navigation, glves a vivid impres-

sfon of the. number and extent of these
paths of commerce through the Dark Con-
tinent which have been o during the
past half century, for the | rallway was
constructed in Egypt in 1852. - Other topfos
are instruction in topography as prepara-
tory to the study of geography, and the car-
tography of Spaﬁx, with an account of the
principal nvaps of the country, from that
of Lopez published in 1765-98 to those very
recent omes of the Frquh Alpine Club,
chiefly ot the Pyrenees. In an interesting
notfce of the changes ‘wrought by the in-
dustrial “boom” {n northern Spain, mention
{s made of the fact that the change of
Santander from being merely a port for
colonial commerce into ajmining and manu-
facturing communlty 18 due mainly to the
Spanfards who left the Wiest Indies in con-
sequence of the war and: settled there.

~—In & very real sensé, Andrew D. Whita's
initial paper on Hugo Grotius, in the De-
cember Atlantic, might he called the most
timely contribution of tlid number, though
it 18 too muoh to expect ithat many readers
of to-day wl!ll stop to recognlze and reflect

‘Upon~the lesgons which the career of the
" great Dutch publfcist hﬁ.s‘to offer to the

present generatlon., THe ;firsl important
work of Grotius, the Mare Libcrum. becamme
the herald of a new and h\etter epoch, we
are told because it lald ltl foundations in
the doctrine of the hmller:able righta of
mankind—a doctrine not xactly popular
Just now, as it does not square ‘with dom-
inant tendencies in na.t!one.l developmen}.
This study of Grotius Is one of the Bories
of papers which Dr. White luin prepared un-
der the general title of the “Wurfare of
Humanity with Unreason.” muel P. Orth
contributes a paper on "'Our_[State’ Lenleln-
tures,” a large portlon -of |which is de-
voted to a minute snn.lysis of the make—up i
of four typlcal legislative bpdies, leadlns
e really falr-
ly representative of the people by whom
they are elected, ‘however unsatialdctory
thefr leglsmlve product dy be. . This

.conglusion 1s true enough 1f on hag.in mind

8 representation m:arely ot tlm vorue abil- . ‘
lty l.nd honasty, but lt_ '
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