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d Florence and  Modern Tuscany. By
Janel Ross.g E. R Qutton & Co. 1904,
Mrs, Ross's volume on-Flofentine {hemes

ancient and modern, is full of varied inter-
est.  Some of these essays have seen the
light in English magazines, but well deserve

“ being collected into book form on account

ol “thelr historieal rescarch and of” their

‘keen observation of actual conditions of

peasant life in Tuscany. She begins with the

history ol the Miserlcordia, the confrater-
nity of PYity, “Visitors at Florence cannot
fail to hive been impressed by comlng?
deross a4 weird company of black enshroud-
od “forms  carrying a  catafalque in the
streets and in the lanes outside the city,
hurrying along on some mission of merey.

There is a tradition that, in 1240, at the

time  Florence supplied cloth to foreign

countries, many porters were e@ployed car-
ccerying-bates cbetweenr--{he - weavers and- the
dyere, and afterwards to the warchouses of

-the uses of the poor being squandered in

‘tized in San Gilovanni. Till then the
priests kept count of the number by drop-
ping black beans in a box for males and
white for females. The books of the con-
fraternity were swept away, unfortunately,
in the inundation of the Arne, in 1557.
Notwithstanding the great services this
institution continued to render to the State,
it got into difficultics through the in-
trigues of the Medicl, who induced the
Signory to tuse it with the confraternity of
8. Maria del Bigallo, which was given sole
power to manage the funds. This led to
the treasure hitherto entirely dedicated to

junketings and festivities, and the brother-
hood of Pity ceased to exist for a time.
The need ‘of their services was soon very
keenly felt in the city, and in 1480 it was
decided to reconstitute the confraternity by,
-&-{resh. code. of. statutes, which- remain-un--
.changed to this day. Seventy-two brothers
were _ordained to minister to the needy

TUET thae

volume {8 on the popular songs of Tuscany,
of which she has made a considerable col-
lection, noting them-down from the peas-
ants in the country just as they are sung.
Very diffecrent they are in form from the
sophistications by the. well-known com-
posers, Gordigiani, Campani, ete. The il-
lustrations of this instructive book are few
and not up to the mark.

R, Mul-
. Kecner

Moadern Practical “Electricily. By
lineux Walmsley. Chicago: .
& Co. '

Appearances arc against these four thin
royal cefavo volumes. They display a kind
of ornatenass by which the stern review-
cr, lover of the leaden casket, refuses to be
charmed. It is an. ill omen, too, that the
title-page bcurs‘ no d‘ll.(l 'lud dues not teb-
THIS
the worn appearance o[ a goofl deal of the

.
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enough says that the ensuing motlon of the
ends of the lines of force, during this dls-
.charge, is an electrlc current. To have
analyzed the phenomenon into two parts
would have been a monstrous blunder of ex-
position. But the author abstains from
polnting out that the so. carefully described
fcatures of the lines of force, with their
perpendicularity to and termination at the
- surfaces of conductors, refer exclusively to
a slate of equllibrium, and cannot be ex-
pected to persist when the lines move with
luminal velocity. Doubtless his reason was
that, if he did that, he would have to indi-
cate how these features would necessarily
be modified under rapld motion, which
would bring complications mountains high.
Yet, as he has left the passage, we will
venture to predict that no ama]fperp]exlty
will be occasioned for the innocent who ig
Atfirst ]
s of force In moving an insulated
conductor about in an electric fleld accu-

Every kind of process Is most minutely an
accurately described, and, as often as possi
ble, figured. Professor Mason has produced
a model monograph.
While not by any means un appendix to
Professor Mason's book, but an indepen-
dent and equally elaborate discussion, also
handsomely illustrated, we notice here the
‘Basket Designs of the Indians of North-
western California,’ by A. L. Kroeber of
the University of California, forming No. 4
of volume 1l. of the Univers]ty Publications
on American Archwology and Ethnology.
This conscientious and thorough study is a
handsome addition to the llterature of the
subject.
—_———

Die Psalmen.  Neu iibersetzt und erkliirt
von Arnold B, Ehrlich. Berlip. 1905.
. 8vo. Pp.ass. . :

The author or commentator.of this work
lives in New York andJ\L[LcaJBngllsh_vor)—

glortes Rhﬂs"mm freedom rrom c res and
In his peaceful slumber; fop ‘he trhsts him-
solt to he Lord: But, re, g¢¥olscwhere,
\qﬁ: pks DR Mo first person,
does bmea:‘lﬁmsmﬁfnc, but tho whole
patriotic class, party or scct for whom he
speaks, and, who are to sing his poems. In
short, the Psalms are to Mr. Ehrlich a sot
of party campaign songs, as they are to
most of the higher critics.

Our author finds a specific meaning also
for the first half of the twenty-fourth
psalm. It answers the problem of prose-
Iytes; any Gentile may *ascend the mount
of the Lord" (enter the Temple yard as
an Israclite) who is “clean of hands and
pure of heart,” ctc., without assuming the
yoke of the ceremonial law. In the second
halt of this psalm, \\h!ch he considers. a
separate song, ho falls into 4 grave ana-
‘chroni{sym.-
the form of the ‘Ark'of the Covenant on its

-return—{rom

the_merchants, These porters ;lmd a_refuge

against_wind and weather in certain_cellars

¥ 1
Lype-does:

“bury The dend, attend to tlic sIcK, and prac- |

1£13d

3 O " 33 3
Hee-othep—necdfl—chariable—wvork—vithout

pr@jwhw ~and-has-caused— tll&b%k%ﬂ-re-e—"

———ralcly-represent-an-electriecurrent—-

“well; he evidentl¥ thought_that. Bibie stu. |

Thvhook™is undoubtedly_a sccond edition;

dents-generally can-read-German] and that '

--- ~Iuoma:- -Une of their number,

© 1248, of whilch Boccaccio writes, when the

_.no.en forins to..the.confra

betonsing—to—the—Adimari-inthe—Pinzza—det
‘l‘ioro Borsli,
a devout man, shocked at thlxir constant
cursing and swearing, pmpos(‘d that who-
ever took the name of God or the Holy Vir-
gin in vain should as penance pontribute a
small coin to a box kept for the purpose.
After a'certain tlme, large sumws having ac-
—eumulated, Piero further suggested that six
Jetters sholild be made, one for each quar-
ter of the 10\\'n,‘and that each porter should
devote six days during the year'to carrying
the sick or those who had been victims of
accldents to the hospftals, receiving for
ecach journey a giullo. This origin of the
Mizericordia brotherhood has been, we are
told, sct aside by Passcrini, *he latest au-
thority on the charitable institutions of
Florenee, who is of nplnlim that they are
an -offshoot of the Laudosi coniraternity ‘of
“Or-San-Michele, founded In 1282, who sepa-
fated in 13_";, during the pestilence caused
insthe' city by the unburied corpses of those

© who fell at the battle of Altopascio.
In 1500 . the plague again ,broke out in
Florenee, followed, by the great plague of

sound of the broetherhood’s measured tread

. about thelr work of removing the victims
alotte broke the silence-of the stricken eity.

The Florentines made a gift of 35,000 gold-

:u!ernuy in’recogni--

remuneration. Their privileges seem limited
to a small monthly stipend to any of their
number tallen into poverty, and the right
to e buried in the cemetery of the Mise-
ricordia with fiftcen masses for the re-
pose of their souls, secured bg a small an-
nual payment,

Another- chapter on old IFlorence treats
of two lMorentine hospitals, that of the
Innocent] in the Via de’ Serv, so well known
through Andrea della Robbia'¥ swaddled
babies, which appcal to the public from
Brunelleschi's graceful loggia, the asylum
for illegitimate children built in 1421 under
the auspices of the Guild of Silk Merchauts
in Por San Maria, and which continues to
this day the good work of recelving these
unfortunate infants, bringing them up and
helping .them to carn their living later on
and serve their country, The other hospital
is that of Santa Maria Nuova, built by Folco
Portinarl, the father of Dante's Beatrice,
in 1288, a year before his death. - It began
with only twelve. beds, but was cenlarged--in-
avery few years. Its history §s rcmurkublc
for it is said to have owed its origin to
Monna Tessa, an old servant of the Portina-
‘ris, who dcevoted her ,lutcr years to nursing
afew sic§ people in n{smull house belonging
to her master, who built the hospital at her
instigation, In later centuries, it was_beld.

[PPTIPR Tl Ferols [N FEDTR
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telve at -our bands & morc searching eX-
amination and comparison with other tre.x-
tises than would eordinarily bhe bestowed
upon & popular exposition of an established
sclence. However, the final verdict is that
an intelligent man of business or profes-
«ion, who, by way of preparation for twen-
tieth-century contingencies, would like,
without too severe study, to understand the
scientific basis of the wonderful ir,entions
which have been 10\olutiom7ulg Ilfc_nnd
to learn as much as he casily can of the
relation between practice and theory in
clectrics—so as, for example, to compre-
hend in sofne mceasure why one great com-
pany cmploys continuous “currcnt ‘dynamos
‘and others alternators—such a man can-
not find a book betfer suited to his \muts
than this. Thnt delight with which a work
of genius like Maxwell's ‘Theory of Heat'
thrills him who reads it is not to be looked
for from these  volumes, but our readers
understand what is the sort of cultivation -
reduirod for the conscious enjoyment of a
Trilent wellTtrdined; and they will take
plcasurc in ‘noting the deftness of  Dr.
Walmsley's expositions. Clearness of state-
ment is a small part of it. There is an
accomplishment by which one suggests. the
right idea at the right moment and in the
right form, a finish of expositional tactles,
“for-whiclr tle” scicuce of electricity aflords 7

_ . but it must have been radically remodc]led
in some parts, for not on]i’ are all ‘the lat-
est discoveries treated, but early chapters
present features for which there could have
been no motive except to prepare the read-
er for a clear umle_rsmnd.ing‘of the new de-
velopments.

Iudiun Basketry: Studles In a Textile Art
without  Machinery. By Qtis Tufton
‘\muon, Curator Division of Ethnology, U.

. National ‘\Iusﬂum Doubledny, Page &
Co. Two \nlumei quarto, with 212 text

"figures and 248 full-page illustrations.
These two volumes, profusely and. ex-

quisitely illustrated, are comparable ‘with

" the best ever brought out by the- ethnologic

offices at Washington, and this is certainly
saying a great deal. The colored illustra-

tions are nearly all of rarc beauty. The
work is an ornament as well as a source of

\'ory o‘ubomtc lnrormntion on a ‘subject

more of his bpoks would be sold on the Con-
tinent of Europe than in England and Amer-
fea.  As a Jew, and a thoroughly modern
one, he does not, llke many Christian di-
vines, hunt in the Psalms for \desslunlc
predictions; nor, like the Talmudic sages,
for. incidents in King David's life. Though
he disclaims all sympathy with the “higher
crities” in théir efforts to fix latdé dates
for the origin of Biblical books, and decries
their habit of emendation “henever the
Masoretic text offers difficulty, he is al-
most unwilling to placn the composition of
any Psalms earller than the Maccabean age,
and he “reads” something easy out of al-
most every outlandish word found in the
‘Psalter. The headings of the Psalms, such
as the third, which refer the composition to
some event in David's lifo, he very proper-
Iy rejects as unhistorical, and, moreover, as
inappropriate. The musical . terms, like
“Lamnasqeah" (“to the chlef musician’™ of
tho Engnsh Blblc). he ‘does not translate,

_were, {n_our au#nor 5- opinlon—writtcn—lung
after the Babylonian exile, when the Ark
of the Covenant was only a dim recollec-
tion, the poet could not have harbored
such a thought, nor would the singers and
hearers have caught the implication. The
King mentioned  as “His Anointed” in the
second psalm, and the King of the 45th and,
110th, were for our author post- exilic high -
priests, wielding, with or without the title,
the Toyal power.

In Psalm CL. 1, the “expansion of his
strength” is to our author not the sky, ,
but the roof of the Temple; in parallelism
to the first line, “Praise ye God in His
Sanctuary.” ¥or this rendering of ragia‘ he
brings+ ‘sorme strong but not convincing .
proofs from later Hebrew writings. *
'Rsallll CL. 6 is commonly rendered: “Ev-
ery soul shall praise the Lord, Halleluiah.”
(The new version makes It, Every breath,
ete.”) The Hebrew neshamal, as denoting
a living creature, says our -author, is, in
the Bible, always used in .a contemptu-
ous sense; hence the old rendering makes

mtm] by thn author in his  first chnpter:
“Basketry is the mother of all loom work
and beadwork. It is the alpha of an
art in which billions of capital are invested,
millions of human beings are . employed,
whose materlals and producis are trans-
porlul to_earth’s _remotest. limits,. whose.
H\\lurm_ ateaauai L TIYRTY ="
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tronrot-their-hersisnrami-devoriorhr-boury
ing the dead, taking charge of the orphans,
.u}xd distributing food and clothes. Again in
1363 they: proved their courage in behalf of
the suffering during another outbreak of
plague, and the large fortune of a Floren-
tine usurer, Neri Boscoli, a banker of Naples
of bad reputation, was bequcathed to them

’I‘he \ﬂsurlcurd!a had scruples as to ac-

&P—J
his physldan from Rome to study-its man-
agement, and Henry VIIIL of England, wish-
Ing to establish such an institution in Lon-
don, requested of Francesco de' Portinart a
copy of its rules and regulations, which,
needless to say, are not in accordance with
the present ideas on hygiené for- it ‘was
not till 1650, after various’ changes in the

Nrrwent

an nieresting Held,  THat art 1s Dr. Walms- |
ley’s; and in sinking thosc parts of the
theory that need not perplex the reader,
such as the displacement current, In so ar-
ranging” the different sections of the book
and governing their contents that each dif-
fleulty that is to follow shall find the read-
er in the precise state of preparation needed
to mecet it, he at one point forced us to

kind. - It is from thls pnint of view that
the present avork is written.”

Naturally, the overwhelming majority of
the material {llustrated and discussed is
derived 'from North America, or, rather,
from the United States. Mexico, Central
America, and South America furnish but
little, for the obvious reason that not
muUch—~&on regions acTessible

i+ -4
TIeTe iS5

bit-marks—thetr placeswith nsterisks;

The author's interpretation of the poems
fits the times {n which he places their com-
position.” Thus, he points out that the sin-
ners in Ps. I, 1, are habitual slnners (such
fs the grammatical mcaning of hattaim),
men who have glven up the obsorvnnce of
-the Mosaic law; and in the su'me verse he

I anti=cinax. . But as the pralse  of _the
Iord is to be sung, and to be. intoned on
horns and flutes, it is only fitting to winsd
up: *Jeder Atemzug sei,ein Hallclujah!”
Our author shows, rather unjustly, but
little faith fn the nuthority of the %pm.l-
gint, for this \erslon if he is right as to
the age of the psalms, was made so soon

Ara tiicylsn) Tor
the “scat” of the scornful, who are not Jjolly
fellows in the tavern, but educated disbe-
Hevers, talking seriously of their disbellef.
The holclim ot Psalm V. arc to him Gricchler
(Hellenists), not fools, hor the arrogant;
the Hebrew verbal root being colned from
Mellen.  Yet the materfalism which the
Psalmist combats is that of 1ife rather than

aiter-thelr fomposition that the translators
must have Heen in full louch with the poets.
They certainly were in touch with Pales-
tinian custgm by denoting, in lmrmon;‘\\ilh
the Mishnah, the psalms for' the days of
the weck. '

Mr. Ehrligh, in his commentary, lays bare
the ponderqus apparatus with which he has
done his work. There arc the Soptuagint

!\1)dllb Ooney Procurcd” Oy CATOTrtIonate
usury, and, having applied to*the best theo-
logians in Florence to decide this matter,
accepted their decision, which was that

direction—and: PTOPTICLUTSR1I, TOaT CdCD pa-
tient had a separate bed. This hospital
used to be much visited by travellers on ac-
count of tho -magnificent triptych by Van

—_their captains might “receive the legacy;

thus giving back to the poor what had been
taken from them, after returning to those
who could bring proof of cxorbitant ex-
tortion the money.that had been unjustly
wrung from them.

Our author tells us that a (.Lntur) ~and
u half before y European cities instituted

..Ahe_registration. of births,-the -Miserlcordla-

decreed that thelr notary should keep a
book with the record of every child born

der"Goes, now In the Uizl Gallery, painted |
In 1470 for Tommaso Portinarl, head of the
Medici Bank at Bruges.

Those who are interested in the present.
conditlons of land tenure and agricuiture in
Tuschny may turn with advantage to the
articles on tho ‘Mezzeria, Oilmaking, and
Vintaging. Mrs. Ross knows the Tuséan

exclalm: This {s verily the high strategy
of perspiculty!- Yet it moves so smooth-
ly that the reader will deem it a matter
|_of_course_unless_he_goes to_the_trouble.of_ -
~comparing this work with others.
Extreme devotion to persplcuity has in
one place had its imevitable disadvantage
—namely, after explaining In considerable
detail the arrangement and shape of the
lines of force from a charged conductor
plnced near an uncharged ome, and how
those lines move when one of the conduct-

In this country, or anywhere else as
. yet. May the exhbaustlve work of Pro-
fessor Mason animate collectors to flll up
the vacancy., It is true, however, that this
city harbors quite a rospectable gather]ng
of basketry from the Peruvian coast, which
Professor Jason does not secm to have
‘deemed “urthy of attention, probably be-
cause it contalns but a limited number of
different shapes. Nelther Is there’ any ref-
erence to the Calchaqui of the Argentine

o the school; It Is Ithe hunt after wealth
and pleasure, ) /

Mr. Ehrlich is not satisflied with any
vague, cloudy renderings; to him the poet
always meant someéthing definite. Thus, in
dealing with that hard nut, Ps. 1IV., 4:(5In
the Hebrew), he turns it thus into German:

Gonnt euch kelne Rube, nur silndigt picht!
Zermartert ener Hirn auf eurem Lazer.
schwelget. Selnf"

—and says that the post thus addresses the
fretful hunters after gain: Go on with your

. gber

Vulgate, and Peshitto, the Talmud and the -
Midrashim, the mediweval Jewish and mod-
ern’ Christian and “ecritical” commentators,
to cull from; though very often he cuts
loose from'them all. He calls In the help:
of Aramale, Syriac, and Arable; but never
a word o Assyrlan, now 80 pepular among
Bible students. He seems never to have
looked lnto -Assyrian grammar; for, fn com-
menting upon yeshuatah in Psalm III., he

cl_alms that Hebrew shows two case endings

on}y. the independent and dependent case:

Repiblic. or to_the.baskeiry-of—the-Ama-

-pooplo-well; having 1lved-for-many-decades
in the country -outside Florence in great
sympathy with the workers of the soll.

within the clty and of cvery person bap-

o0r3"Is ‘moved about, until the reader fully
possesses it, the aulhor supposes a chalm®
thrown over the uncharged conductor 80

The most attractive article of all in this

to connect it with the earth, and correctly

N .

.

zonfan tribes. But so far as our own coun-
try is concerned, the work is so elaborate

fretting,—oniy-stop-short vractual sio; Jet
your business cares trguble you even in
bed; but keep your low sentiments to your-

that it might be regarded as exhaustive.

and {n note (4) in the appendix of outlylng
erudition be tells his readers that Arable

also had only-two cases, till, after the in-

delves. And i1 the closing verse, the poat

"

f o meme— =

vention of the vowel points, three end .vow-




