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" accaslon, lgenot quite fourssquare with the
- incidents as recorded. Tea

" . a medical man and of a f'renchman {m-

S

. wishes it distinetly understood that he dogs

_ read it and cannot repeat mugh-of it, “the

8 writer on education to learn that, know-

" been gald often enough before. ‘it accounts «

Sept; 7, 1905)

T h:e Na t;i'o n.

a

climax, -which would show that Western
lacquer may be a removable dressing on

Nos Enfants au Uolh\;r Par le De. Maurice
de Fleury. Paris: Armand Colin.  1905.
18mo, jo‘:us, pp. 315,

Six years dgo almost to a month, we no-
ticed a volume of fifty thousand words (the
present one has bot seventy thoubnnd) by
Dr. Fleury, ontitled ‘Le Corps et I'Ame de
I'Entant.’ a very senslble nnd dctnlle(l book,
readable by mothers, concerning the bring-
ing up of-children from three to fifteen,
and. strongly marked by the characters of

pressed by Anglo-Saxon supcriority. He
was full of Herbert Spencer, in whom he
admired a trait which it needed his fine
observation to distover, Spencer's wit: and
humor. . 1t seems that that volume con-
tained the romlltn of studics ,which the
author had been' led to make by his hav-
ing a son of his own; and the same clrcum-
stance has caused the preqcm sequel. . Dr.
Fleury's ways of thinking remain what they
were, those of a physician lmorestml in
psychology, and given, for oxample, to go-
ing about and asking many pcople the same
question in order.to tabulate the answers.
‘He is not at present.in qultu so admiring
a mood toward the Anglg- -Saxons. In his
Jormer’ v/olume he marched ‘uader the An-
glomaniac b'mnor of Dcmollns talked of
our “vital superiorlty," our “vigor of ex-
pansion,” and "so forth. AL~ present, he

not agree wll,h Demolins, aml talks of An-
glo- Saxons. . egpecially the American - breed,
as plrates eaten up with jingoism and lm-;
.perialism. \_

¥For the moment, he is strenuously in fa-
vor of the suppression-of ‘Latin as a gen-
eral study for boys. He says he could for-
merly recite the entire second book of the
Aetield, and now could not read it with-
out a dictionary. Daqes this mean that iI
a man has once read a book,and subsequent-
ly is for any reason in nq ‘condition ‘Lo re-

reading can ‘have done him no good? He
gives about five pages of quotations from
a book by André Beaunier, in which we
are told that therc are only flve ox six
works in Latin that are Wworth reading.
and - that the principal regéon for learnlng
‘it is that ' it enables opie to undersiand
the formation of French words. Dr.\de
Fleury himself npeaks as if one of the chi t
reasons for learning Gréek is ‘that .1
furnishes informition of the meanings of
technical terms such as “telegratn.” Real-
ly, it does not helghten one’s respect for

ing Latin and Greek, he has found them of
no service to him.

The author Is alive to the medical side
of educatlonal questions; he has read physl:
ological psychology and takes it into ac-
count, and_ he has. the physlclans gkill in|
dealing with situations that he does not.
half comprehend.. There is much good sense’
in the book ‘Thus, It is rightly insisted that
the greater ‘part ‘of the- labor of mental
work oonslsts in getting’ one 8 mind riveted
down upon the problem in_hand.; .This has-

1or a poworlul lntellect'a need o! a physlcal

sleep or food, the first fow, hours belng un-

productive drag. Of course, It i as undeslr-
able as it is_impossible that boys and glrls
should accomplish any memorabfe thinking;.

and it is also true that very young chil-
dren can gather all the mental power in
their possession in a few minutes: But this
is far from being the case with the big boy.
In one hour he \‘('lll not have got his sec-

ond wind,” he will not.have~reached the
stage of enjoyment of mental worl(; and it
at the ¢nd’of one hour he is invariably set
upon doing something else, it 'is the ip-
exorable law, ot psychology that he should.
ook upon s{udy as“thoroughly disagreeable.
Who coild ever write a book if his at-
tention were entirely taken off ‘froin it for
five - minutes every hour? The really fine
thinking is done in scconds; but hours must
preparg for them, and many more hours
must sefze ‘upon the product-of these geconds
and atilize it. .

As In-his former volumo Dr. Fleury gave
two Mighly useful chapters.to the study of
“J'entant coldre,” iwo to “I'enfant peurcux,”
. threc to “les parespeux, " and one ‘‘sur_le
mensom,e » among other subjects of the
same order, so here he does‘not fall to con-
sider the proper plan of trentlng inattention,
the maurais touloir, and other things which
sébme people still seem to think beyond thi
scope of sclence. His book has three. parts:
"La Vie Physique," in 44 .pages; ‘“La Vie
de lEsprlt " in 150 pages, and ‘“La Vie Mo-
rafe,” in 91 pages. It is not a great work;
but, it is a very agreeable and cxtremely
useful serios of talks.

r]

The Memoirs of an  American *Cilizel. By
Robert Herrlck, The Macmlllan Co. 19041

In an earlier novel Mr. Hcrrlck ghowed
how the sight of the Success of the un-
rscxup\llous. und the desire to get rich at,
‘least as quickly as one’s nelgl\borh, may
currupt a man. vho starts ia life with the
most honorable lnLenLlons. The ‘Commen
Lot' was an unpleasant picture of+the con-
dhi\ons of the building industry in- Chluugo,
but the. collnpge of thie hero’ togethu with
his shoddy structures left the Teader with
comfoftable - absurnncc that Justice had
limped behind’ to some purpose -Abd was’
well ap with the. \\rong-doer.. dn the
“Memoirs of an American Citizen’ Mr. Her-
rick paints the picture ‘of a Chicago pork-
packer who from the first had no scruplcs
to lose. Harringtion's steady nerves were
never shakei by tlie constant expectation
of dishomor. Publicily for this resource-

ful-hero always mdant ruin, but at the erit-

cal moment he never failed to buy a fresh
se, of secrecy, Mr. Herrick has wmade
tell his own tale, which is of course

‘the ohly effective way of describing an un-
‘serupulous man. Yet Harrington is no vil-
1ain 1o the old- lashloned sense of the word.
He s merely glrled with an lmaglnatlon
for commerce ‘which blinds him to the or-
‘dinary distinctlions of right and wrong, and
he has hours of almost spiritual exaltation
when the’ maglc idea of controlling “the en-
tire food products buslneas of the coun-
try” ceases ‘to ‘be- wholly an aﬂair of dol-.
1ars, ‘and cdrries ‘him away like any medlm-
val” hero on a “quest. Mr, Herrick is wise
in" not laying’ too much stresg,g{l this vlew
-of pork-pncklng, and just avolds the: tevolt-
“ing features of " the cantlng mlUlonaire.

lthout

'l‘here ls a sort ot honesty m clshonor whlch

to some cxtent saves Harrlngton wllh the'

reader. ‘‘There dre nagmorals in bunlne&t
that 1 recognlze excepM are wrlt-
_ten on the statute- by my mind,

there was somelhing childish in 'the ude of
those words ‘better’ apd *worse.” Every“agé
is a new onec, and to live in any age you '
have got to have the fingers and loos nec-
essary for that age. For my, pm‘l. 1 weut
with the forces that are, wllllngly. gladly:
believing in them, no matter how ugly they

“might look. Sp history reads:.the men who

lead accept the conditions of thelr (lny
The lesson of the book Is that scruplos
and morals are “college talk™ and ‘end In
failure, as In the case of Harringtons old
employer Dround, who:refuses to nroﬂt by .
rebates, ‘private ngrmmenlq. and *‘all the
underground machinery,of the packing bus-
iness.” In the the-youth from Indlany"
who had arrived in Chicago in the seven-
ties with fifteen cents in his pocket, buys «
himself a scat i the United States Sen-,
ate, after the Spnnlsl\ war, with as much’
ease and almost as little secrecy as though
heswere acquiring the directorship of yet
another great industrial concerm His brothe
er, who had been lmmllcnpped by moral
scruples, sinks into povcrty ‘in the Chica-
gq slums. The love lnlcn"u as In other
novels of thls type, is entirely subordinate
to the commercial, Harrington is not the
man 1o fall under the sentimental Influence
of @ woman. But be has his Egeria in Jane
Dround, his employer's wile, a sphlnx -like
person, who reminds one of a Wilkle Col-

_ling heroine except that her passion is

commerclalmalher than social intrigue. In
the company of Jane, Harrington breathed
more easily, and her glance was enough to

inspire™gn-with all the details of a new

“merger.” Happily, hcr influence was only
intermittent.

This is not a book that we should care to -

see in the hands of youth. No onc demands
that a novetist should be dldacuc%Bnt who,
on Lhe other hand,. desires to entertain his
lelsure with a cynical apologia for commer-
cial dlehonesty? Success' never seemed
more unlovely, but itiis still success, and

this Lime justlee is hopelessly beaten-in the

racc
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A Treatisc on Cheniistry. By Sir H.'E. Ros-™ "

" ¢do.and C. Schorlemmer. New: edition,
completely revised. Macmillan Co. 1905
Vol, 1. 8vo, pp. 93L

. The appearance of the first vol\lme of a
thoroughly revised edition. no-. ubt the
last one that wlll have all the advantage
of its author’s sklll of Sir Henry Roscoe's
“Treatise on Chemistry,” Is an appropriate
occasion for noting the value to science of
literary culture.  The student of chemlistry
has no smalil task before him when he sits
down so Lo fmmpress upon his memory all
the facts comalned in -these elght large
volumea (as they probably will be, though

1hny may be numbered as three) that each .

fact is reﬁdy at hand at the moment it be-
comes pertinent. 1n this undertaking he

can receive from no other bandbook in any .

longunge the degree-of aia and comfort that
ke will ‘gain from ‘*"Roscoe’ and Schorlem-
mer r,” pecause' the facts are here set forth
very plainly and with no_suspicion.of ar-
tifice, yet in such a way as to make him
alive .to. them to tho very. end of the Lwen-
ty-five hours of Teading a day which J8-sald

to bo . necosnary tor the : young ohemlat. N
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. doze there with soda-
ches. and tobacr.o at lmnd, un-




