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mad, it is true, along with his eternally
valid religious ideas, had in him the germs
of all kinds of ‘superstitions, but as-
surcdly he would never recognize the pres-
ent saint-ridden, formalized, lawyer-driven
Islam as any creation of his. If he were
Lo appear, the canonists, the commenta-
tors, the mysties and the darwishes would
be scourged out of the Ka'ba in quick
time. To vhave put their finger on the
present nuisance and the menace to all
social organization in the darwish fra-
ternities, and on the extent to which
thoroughly alien superstitions have com-
pletely obscured the original Islam, {8 a
long score to the credit of the present au-
thaors. But it is to be feared that the plc-
ture of a gentle, tolerant Muhammad which
is further drawn, is not in accordance with
the facts. Muhammad was of the Old Tes-
tament. and would have hewed the priests
of Baal in picces before the Lord; this
picture comes. from .the Gospels. Nor will
other of their historieal conceptions stand:
the ‘early Muslims did not lve in the
'id,vlll(- conditions here suggested, nor was
it _only with the crusades. that the fanati-
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cism of Islam blazed out. The_early Tead-

ors were possessod by corruption and jeal-
ousy like their éu(-cessors, and Islam was
a fighting faith from the caplure of Mecega
on.  Another rock for this thesis lles ip
{he nature of the traditions from Mu-
hammad. In that enormous mass, mostly
forged as it is, any one can find support
for any dogma, and his opponent can find
cqually good ground for its rejectlon. A
well-read member of the ‘Ulama _w0uld
have little difficulty in teaving to pleces
all that side of this hook., He need only
choose  what traditions he will  quote.
Finally, it will be long before the above
interpretations of the Koran, though. un-
doubtedly , often correet, will make head-
way against the united authority of the
commentators.  Belief in the doctrine of
the annulment of kindly verses by later

wLec of the sword_will-be far_ too strong

In Christendom  rather than  Islam will

cautious words about .his obscurity and
imperfect expression, which Browning ad-
mits. *“As for the necessity,” he writes,
“of such endeavor [to rid himself of those
defects], T agree with you altogether; from
the beginning, I have been used to take

a high ground, and say, all endeavor else-,

where is thrown away. Endeavor to think
(the real thought), to imagine, to crealc,
or whatever they call it—as well endeavor
to add the cubit to your Stature! Nascitur
pocta—and, that conceded to happen, the
one object of labor is naturally what you
recommend to me, and I to myself—nobody
knows better with what indifferent suc-
cess. But here is, without affectatlon, the
reason why I have gone on so far, although
succeeding so indifferently: I felt so in-
stinetively from the beginning that undess
I tumbled out the dozen more or less of
conceptions, I should bear them about for-
ever, and yecar by year get straiter -and
stiffer in those—hornible—cross-bones with
a leng name, and at last par{.urltion would
be the curse indeed. Mine was the better
way, I do calmly believe, for at this mo-
ment I feel as everybody. does who has

worked—'in valn’? _No matter, if the work

was real.” A sound and encouraging
philosophy, not for poets alone!
Browning's own letters are supplement-
ed by thosé of Joseph Arnould, which,
indeed, seem to have been preserved quite
as much for what they tell of Browning as
for anything else; in some cases the album
in which the letters.were kept contained
coples of. only such portions as dealt par-
ticularly with Browning. But his letters
have still ‘ their own interest in telling
of hig own early career as a barrister, and
giving many glimpses of life among the
small- circle of friends in Camberwell:
Browning, Arnould and his wite, Joseph
Dowson and his wife, the last-named be-
ing Domett's sister. No great doings, in-
deed, nor much high thinking, but little
t1aits, little incidents, such as life is made

-of.—Two Characters-stand-out-more-or-less—

clearly: the 'absent Domett, whom they

plained and as a class discovered by Dr.
Wolcott Gibbs. We must not, however,
forget the recent application of vanadium
carbide to the production of steel having
desirable properties. The photochemical re-
gearches of Bunsen and Roscoe are like-
wise deservedly famous, forming as they
do one of the foundation stones of modern
chemical dynamics. The interest of the
present book, however, lies chiefly in the
account it gives of the development in Eng-
land of scientifle education; for it has been
in this and other public services that Sir
Henry's life has been most vialuable.

He joined the faculty of ‘Owens College
in its darkest hour in 1857, aud labored for
it through twenty-eight yvars, until largely
—we may say, chiefly—by his effort, it had

blossomed out into the University of Man-'

chester. Subsequently, when the London
University needed to be remodelled, he was
called to its vice-chancellorship, and under
him it took on new and better life. He [t
was who carried its home from Burlington
Gardens to South Kensington. He has done
a vast amount of truly patriotic work on
several royal commissions on technical ed-
ucation, on _sccondary . education, and on
matters of hygione. - ‘He-sat—-in-Parliament
as an adherent of Gladstone for some ten
years, and glives an interesting account of
the great man’s ascendency and of its

“causes. In short, though Roscoc is a very

different man from Playfair, and quite*op-
posite to him in several characteristics
(among which, we must warn his intending
reader, is that of his anecdotes), yet the

interest of his volume, beyond the picture

it affords of a certain scientifie clrele, is
mainly its carrying on further the narra-
tive ‘of English progress in scientific ideas
thut is contained in the Memwoirs of Lord
Playfair. ;

Mr. Galton has more than once noticed
the strongly marked resemblances among
the descendants of William Roscoe, author
of the Lives of Lorenzo de' Medicl and of
Leo X., as well as of a monograplh upon

—the—Ginger~Arrowroot~(~-Bun:ma!!)Jamil;;oL—__f i

_plants. He was Sir Henry's grandfather.
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those results boe first accepted. But, whether

Coftarmeie s OF 0t our 11(-:1)-1)' ,gungl \\éishcs
must go with such views and purposes &s
these.

Robert Broening and Afred Domett. Edited
York: E. P. Dut--
BT - - ary-personage;” much predgceupied; but still

by F. G. Kenyon. N

ton & Co. §LA0 met. [T

This volume contain some thirty letters
from Browning and J¢ b Arnould, after-
waids Judge of the :.prerim_ Court of
Bombay to Alfred Domett-Waring, who
nntnrio\‘\ély. in 1842, ‘vather than- pace

up and down Any longer London Town,” |

all hold in cherished memory, talk ahout,
drink a health to, and hope will return;
and Browning, the young Browning, frank,
warm-hearted. affectionate, ‘‘a glorious fel-
low,”” ag Arnonld once calls him. In the
last letters in the volume we find the old
Browning, the man of the world, the liter-

the same warm-hearted,‘aftectionate friend.

The Life and <Experiences of Sir Henry En-
ficld Roscoc. Written sby Himself. New
York: The Macmillan Co. $4.

This makes the third autobiography of an

Stanley Jevons was his cousin and intimate
friend. He himsell has decidedly the traits
traditionally attributed to Englishmen
(minug insularity, however), and, mor
specifically, of the Lancashire man, who is
rather a downright, ()lllSpO‘{QI\, uncompro-
mising person, apt to air His peenliarities,

-yet- easily- Laking the-color "ol his.cnviron- ...

ment. But even more than other Lan-
cashire men, Sir Henry has always been @
sympathetic and highly popular personality.

The dress of the book, like all Roscoe's
publications, is pleasing. 1t containg over
gseventy reproductions of photographic por-
traits and views, which are exceptionally

went as 1 ecolonist to New Zedland. There

English pupil of Bunsen, though one of the

perfect as reproductions, as photographs,

Foremained Torr THIFTY yéars Qnd -Neln 8oy =

cral important administrative offices, be-,

ing premier of the colony in 1862-63. The
letters are Jetters of friends!/ and are chief-

tilrec never actually worked in that mas-
“ter's laboratory, and the reminiscences of
another, a really great chemist, have only

<

the writerdlam] expressions of anxiety and

sympathy for the emigrant, whose first”

“years of “sojourn in. the' colony were
anything but easy. The Browning stu-
dent will find some interesting bits, such
as Arnou)d's account (an eyewitness's) ef
_rhr l‘])ifl’)l](' of Macready's production of
“A Biot in the 'Sculcheon,” aud one high-
1y significant'letter from Browning, of July
13, 1846, Domett had sent the poet some

3
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Ix—oceupied with—the—personhl- doings of-

heen  privately . printed:. Roscoe, if . not

and as likenesses. The THAex, onr (e oTher
hand, is so meagre as to be almost worth-
less.

—great,"has been unquestionably eminent In

inorganic chemistry. His memoir on vana-
dium is perhaps the most complete and ad-
mirable study of an element that has ever
been made; for although it was made forty
years ago, nothing additional ‘of serious
consequence has since been contributed to
our knowledge of the chemistry of that
metal, excepting ‘the existence of certain
compounds belonging to that class of com-
plex inorganic acids which were first.ox-
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