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‘¢onsgists chiefly of reprints of the year’s
most important scientific memoirs. Charles
A. Parsons’s essay on “The Steam Turbine
on Land and Sea,” is a popular historical
* sketch, very different from Prof. A. Tur-

pain’s ‘“Development of Mechanical Com-

position ‘in Printing,” whiph follows it.
Professor Turpain’s' ‘account of .the elec~
trotypograph, while technical, is a very
clear, brief statement of the mechanism of
this remarkable Hungarian  invention.
Frank J. Sprague’s “Some Facts and Prob-
lems Bearing on Electric Trunk-Line Oper-
- ation,” 'is an abridgment of a paper pre-
sented before the American Institute of
" Electrical Engineers. An admirably sim-
rple report of the principles and-operation
of wireless telegraphy is given by Prof. J.
A. Fleming. Two papers of interest to pho-
. tographers are T. W. Smillie’s ‘“Recent Pro-
gress in Color Photography,” and S. R. Ca-
jal’s- “Structure of Lippmann Helio-

. -. chromes,” the latter an investigation of in-

terference phenomena. The contributions
on zodlogy and anthropology are the most
extensive. They include a summary of Gus-
tave Loisel’s exhaustive study of English,
Belgian, and Dutch Zodlogical Gardens;
Theodore Gill’s “Systematic Zodlogy: Its
Progress and Purpose’”; Prof. Theobald
Fischer’'s sketch of ‘“The ' Mediterranean
Peoples’’; Dr. E. Baelz’s “Prehistoric Ja-
pan”’; Henry Balfour’s detailed examina-
tion of the types and geographical distribu-
tion of the fire piston; and other papers.
The volume closes with Camille Matignon's
intimate sketch of Marcelin Berthelot and
Edward ‘L. Greene’s memorial -address on
Linnseus. )

The “Infantilism” of C. A. Herter (The
~ Macmillan Co.) is a highly specialized:little
treatise on a curious and hitherto unknown
or imperfectly recognizéd disease of child-
hood in which growth is retarded and dis-

. turbances of digestion are conspicuous. It '

has been possible to show that this condi-
tion depends on the persistence of bacteria
more or less characteristic of infancy and
- on the deficient development of other bac-
teria ‘commonly found.in older intestines.
Dr. Herter’s discussion of the question is
. interesting, and his proposals concerning a
" rational therapy are full of promise.

. Dr.-Woods Hutchinson’s volume, “Instinct
and Health” (Dodd, Mead & Co.), is made
up of sixteen chapters on: various topics re-
lated to the conduct of life. All of them
have been seen in magazines or reviews of
the last two or three years, and doubtless
" many of their readers will be glad to have
them in a collected form; others may per-
haps find the collection just a little cloy-
- ing. The writer has a ready pen and with-
‘- out hesitation handles large problems in a
light and easy fashion as though their solu-
tion were merely a playful exercise of in-
telligence. The central thought, set forth
in the very first pages, but bobbing up at
short intervals all through the book, seems
to be that the human machine has been some
twelve or thirteen million years in the mak-
ing, is pretty well made, and having an ex-
- traordinary power of adjustment may be
permitted in large measure to run itself.
Dr. Hutchinson recognizes,” however, that
some guidance is necessary and gives con-
siderable advice, often rather.indefinite and
" vague, but on the whole sound. Unfortunate-
1y, there is a tendency to overlook what care
‘has done for the machine and to disparage
serlous . investigation of the conditions un-

der which the machine’ works best. The
teaching is largely by iteration and asser-
tion with no marked fondness for  careful
argument or exact demonstration, and. yet
the book, while not aimed very high, ought
to prove helpful to many, particularly
among those to whom the literature of
breakfast foods is precious, and who, in
general, are keenly interested in diets.

Among the new works published by R.
Oldenbourg, Berlin, two by Friedrich Rat-
zel command attention. One is a selection
in two volumes of his. minor writings,
‘“Kleine Schriften,” edited by Hans Hel-
molt; the other -is a little book, “Uber
Naturschilderung.” = Ratzel’s_ contributions
to ethnography and physical geography
have been distinguished by an artistic
handling of the material quite rare in
works of science.

Oliver Wolcott Gibbs, chemist and physi-
cist, Rumford professor emeritus at Har-
vard, died at Newport, R. I., December 9.
He was born. in this city February 21,
1822, the second son of George Gibbs, an
eminent mineralogist. The boy was, be-
gides, brought under the influence of quite
another section of the intellectual world,
by close family relationship with the Chan
nings. He was graduated from- Colum-
bia College in 1841, and thereupon  en-
tered the laboratory of Dr. Robert Hare in
Philadelphia. - Subsequently, he enrolled
himself as a student in the New York Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons; but after
receiving the degree of M.D. in 1845 he
went to Berlin in order to devote himsel:
to chemistry under the great analyst, Hein-
rich Rose, then at the acme of his fame:
He simultaneously studied mineralogy un-
der the guidance .of Rammelsberg. Subse-
quently, he was led by the rising sta:
of Liebig to Giessen, there to. bend "his
attention to that organic' chemistry which
was just beginning to crystallize in urea
and uric acid; and then, as Victor Regnault
was engaged in those determinations which
have never yet been superseded, the young
student betook himself to Paris. In 1849 he
was appointed professor of chemistry. in
the Free Academy, since entitled the Col-
lege of the City of New York. He was
already becoming distinguished in his pro-
fession; and when, in 1853, Dr. James Ren-
wick retired from the chair of chemistry in
Columbia, Gibbs was regarded as his nat-
ural successor. But. to the Board of Trus-
tees of that day, under the presidency of
Charles King, the idea of appointing a Uni-

tarian to teach ‘chemistry in Columbia ‘was

quite too shocking to be entertained; and
Dr. Gibbs continued his work in the Free
Academy for another ten years.
on the resignation of Eben N. Horsford,

~who had been in charge of the chemical

laboratory of the Lawrence Scientific School
at Harvard, Dr. Gibbs succeeded to the
position, and became Rumford professor.
His success there is shown by the great at-
tention the contributions from that labora-
tory everywhere attracted, and still more

__positively by the number of Gibbs’s stu-
dents who have since received distinguish-

ed- scientific ‘honors. He made important

investigations in light and heat, but his |

greatest triumphs were in inorganic.chem-
istry, where he opened up new realms,. so

to say, particularly in reference to complex-

inorganic bases and acids. His work on
the platinum metals is also important. He
was author of numerous articles and con-

-of great public .

In. 1863.

tributions to scientific journals, as ‘well: as
to the Nation; and he was a member of
many scientific societies, American and for-
eign. Gibbs was not only eminent as a
scientist, ‘but - he was, besides,- a - man
spirit. During the
war of the .rebellion, he served upon the
Executive Committee of the Sanitary Com-
mission—nobody more actively. In order to
aid and supplement that work, he thought
it best that the earnest supportérs of the
war should be able to see one another
daily in a club. To that end, he called a
meeting in 1863, which resolved itself into
the Union League Club.

From Berlin comes the report of the
death, in his seventy-eighth year, of Hugo
Hertzer, former professor of mathematics
at the Technische Hochschule. He was the
author of “Die geometrischen Grundprinzi-

pien der Perspective” and “Finfstellige
Logarithmentafeln.’”’
Charles Ballet, a well-known French

horticulturist, and head of Ballet Fréres at
Troyes, has died at the age of seventy-nine.
He wrote a number of books, notably “Les
Bouves poires,” besides contributing to
French and English journals.

Drama.

Henrik Ibsen: The Man and His Plays.
By Montrose J. Moses, New York:
- Mitchell Kennerly. $1.50 net.

This is a comprehensive summary of
a considerable body of literature on Ib-
sen, which will be very useful to those -
junior students of the Norwegian drama-
tist - who have neither time nor oppor-
tunity to consult the original authori-
ties. It contains a sufficiently full sketch
of his life; detailed, if not always clear,
synopses of his plays; a variety of se-
lected comment and interpretation, most- -
ly of a highly laudatory description;
and a liberal proportion of the author’s
individual views, which, though some-
times extravagant in their enthusiasm,
often evince strong common sense and
a power of discrimination never found
in the fanatical worshipper. Like many.
other disciples of Ibsen, Mr. Moses is
prone to exaggerate both the achieve-

‘ments and the influence of the master,

but he does recognize some of his limi-
tations: Thus he insists upon the imi-
tative qualities of Ibsen’s earlier plays
and points out his persistent failure; es-
pecially in the days of his youthful icon-
oclasm, to realize that the world he
satirized acted upon theories which
might be worthy of consideration, even
when they differed from his own. The
frequent reappearance of identical mo-
tives and personages, under slightly
changed conditions, in successive plays,
Mr. Moses accepts as an indication that
Ibsen’s power of dramatic invention was
restricted. He .notes also that Italy nev-
er inspired him as it did Byron, Keats,
or Shelley. It is, indeed; a curious fact"
that the first fruit of his southern trav-
el was “Brand,” than which nothing



