ISP—TaIks' For Researchers across all disciplines

Life with Al Agents: A Two-Part Workshop on How to

Harvest the Benefits of the New Tools

Workshop by Soroush Avval, Department of Computer Science, Texas Tech
University Charles S. Peirce Interdisciplinary Graduate Fellow 2026

Part |, Friday, March 6th, 2:00-3:30pm:

Navigating the Al Frontier
TTU Library, Third floor, Room 305

Gain a strategic overview of today's Al
landscape and the debates shaping
academic research. Understand emerging
capabilities and develop critical questions
for evaluating state-of-the-art systems.

Topics:

- Agentic and tool-using Al

- Domain-specialized foundation models

- Scalability and efficiency tradeoffs

- Evaluation challenges and benchmarks
- Key debates: reliability, interpretability,

and responsible use
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Part Il, Friday, April 10th, 2:00-3:30pm: Building
Your Al Research Toolkit
TTU Library, Third floor, Room 305

Learn practical, cross-disciplinary tools for
Al-enabled research—no deep programming
expertise required. Build a flexible workflow you
can use immediately in your own work.

Your toolkit:

- Core environment (Jupyter, cloud platforms)

- Al access methods (APIs, user-friendly interfaces)
- Essential data and analysis libraries

- No-code and low-code options

- Governance and ethical guidelines

Hands-on labs cover literature triage, exploratory
analysis, and writing support. Bring your own
questions or datasets to personalize the
experience.

March 6th: RSVP HERE!
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