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"Historical Essays and Studies" is a collection of essays written by John Dalberg-Acton, 1st 
Baron Acton, published in 1907, five years after his death. Edited by John Neville Figgis 
and Reginald Vere Laurence, the essays cover a wide period, from Henry VIII's reign 
through the 19th century. Some of the essays included in "Historical Essays" are: "Wolsey 
and the Divorce of henry VIII," "The Civil War in America," "A History of the French 
Revolution," and "German Schools of History." While Lord Acton is not ranked among the 

great historians of our time, he is considered one of the most deeply educated men of his time and is greatly re-
membered for his influence on others. #0010 
 
 

 
First Edition, with frontispiece. "Letters of Lord Acton to Mary, Daughter of the Right 
Hon. W. E. Gladstone" is a collection of letters by English Catholic historian and politician 
John Emerich Edward Dalberg-Acton, 1st Baron Acton, dated between October 31, 1879, 
to January 1, 1886. It was published in 1904, after his death in 1902, in London by George 
Allen and edited with an introductory memoir by Herbert Paul. Mary Gladstone, a political 
secretary and writer, was the daughter of the British Prime Minister William Ewart Glad-
stone, who was a friend and supporter of Acton. In the letters to Mary Gladstone, Acton 
discussed various topics including his activities, politics, religion, people, history, and vari-
ous books of interest. Acton was an avid learner that enjoyed historical personalities and a 
master of principal foreign languages. He is considered one of the most deeply educated 

men of his time and is greatly remembered for his influence on others. #0014 
 
 

 
First Edition, in three volumes. Written by American statesman and Founding Father John 
Adams, "A Defence of the Constitutions of Government of the United States of America" 
is a volume set that was published between 1787 and 1788 in London. The first volume ap-
peared in London, New York, and Philadelphia in 1787 and Boston in 1788. Adams intend-
ed for "A Defence" to be a one-volume work; however, he added two more volumes in 
1787 and 1788 to address issues raised by critics and to provide more examples. "A De-
fence" was written while Adams was the American ambassador in the United Kingdom. Ad-
ams describes and examines various forms and structures of ancient and modern govern-
ments. Adams strongly favored the separations of powers believing the two branches of leg-
islature would balance the power of government and that the branches would come togeth-

er in times of crisis. Upon its publication, "A Defence" had a profound effect on the delegates of the Constitution-
al Convention of 1787, and its influence can be seen in the United States Constitution. #0017-0019 
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First Edition. "Novanglus, and Massachusettensis; or Political Essays, Published in the 
Years 1774 and 1775, on the Principal Points of Controversy, between Great Britain and 
her Colonies…" is a series of essays written under a pseudonym, Novanglus, by American 
statesman and Founding Father John Adams and lawyer Daniel Leonard, using the pseudo-
nym Massachusettensis. This volume was published in 1819 in Boston and is the first com-
plete printing in book form of the essays. The preface wrongly identified Jonathan Sewall as 
Adams' antagonist. Adams' 12 essays appeared in the "Boston Gazette" from January 23, 
1775 to April 17, 1775 prior to the battles of Lexington and Concord. They were in re-
sponse to Leonard's 17 treatises defending British policies and support for the British gov-
ernment that appeared in the "Massachusetts Gazette" from Dec. 12, 1774 to April 3, 1775. 

In Adams' essays, he examines Leonard's treatises, refuting his facts and unjustified assumptions. Adams defended 
the colonies autonomy from Great Britain and showed his interest in republican government. Adams was influ-
enced by James Harrington, John Locke, and Grotius. This volume also includes letters from Adams to William 
Tudor, William Wirt, and Hezekiah Niles, describing the beginning period of the American Revolution. #0021 
 

 
Incunable in Latin, with blue and red rubrication. "Summa Theologiae Pars Secunda Secun-
da Pars" was written by the Dominican friar and philosopher Thomas Aquinas. This vol-
ume was printed in 1475 in Venice by Franciscus Renner de Heilbronn and Nicolaus de 
Frankfordia. "Summa Theologiae" is Thomas Aquinas' best-known work. Written between 
1265 and 1274, it remains unfinished due to Aquinas' death in 1274. It consists of three ma-
jor parts: Theology, Ethics, and Christ. The second part of "Summa Theologiae" is known 
in short as "Pars Secunda." It includes discussions of 303 questions concerning the purpose 
of man, habits, types of law, vices and virtues, prudence and justice, fortitude and temper-

ance, graces, and the religious versus the secular life.  The first part of "Pars Secunda" consists of 114 questions 
and offers an extensive discussion of man. The first five questions deal with man's end, man's happiness, what 
happiness is, the things that are required for happiness, and the attainment of happiness. The remaining questions 
deal with a wide variety of issues related to the will, emotions and passions, virtues, sins, law, and grace. The sec-
ond part of "Pars Secunda" consists of 189 questions and reflects upon the theological virtues. "Summa Theologi-
ae" is considered one of the most influential classical works of philosophy and influenced one of the greatest liter-
ary poems in the Western world, Dante Alighieri's "Divine Comedy." #0425 
 

 
Illuminated and Rubricated Manuscript on Paper in Latin. This volume is a translation of 
Leonardo Bruni transcribed by an unrecorded scribe, Guillaume-Henri, citizen of Embrun 
at Carpentras in France. The work is presumed to be dedicated to Aristotle's father or ille-
gitimate son, both called Nichomachus. Originally written in Greek and based on lectures 
Aristotle gave in Athens in the fourth century B.C., "Nichomachean Ethics" is Aristotle's 
best-known work and helped lay the foundation for Aristotelian Ethics. Aristotle asserts 

that ultimate good for humans is eudiamonia, or happiness, which can be achieved through having a virtuous char-
acter, or ethos. There are four virtues that comprise a virtuous character: being of "great soul," being just and fair, 
having practical wisdom, and being a truly good friend. "Ethics" was critical to the development of medieval and 
modern philosophy and was especially influential to Thomas Hobbes and Francis Bacon at the end of the Middle 
Ages. #0672 
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First English Edition. This is Augustine of Hippo's classic book of Christian philosophy 
"Citie of God," published in 1610 in London. It was translated by John Healey and includes 
the learned comments of Ioannes Lodovicus Vives (Juan Luis Vives). Written in Latin in 
the early fifth century CE, "Citie of God" lays out the four key elements of Augustine's phi-
losophy: the church, the state, the City of God, and the City of Man. He proposes the 
church is divinely established and leads humankind to eternal goodness, which is God. The 
state adheres to the virtues of politics and the mind, forming a political community. Both 
societies are visible and seek to do good. Mirroring these are two invisible societies: the City 
of God, for those predestined for salvation, and the City of the Man, for those given eternal 
damnation. Augustine's famous argument that people need government because they are 
sinful served as a model for church-state relations in medieval times.  "Citie of God" is con-
sidered to be one of Augustine of Hippo's most important works along with "The Confes-

sions," and was one of the most influential works of the Middle Ages. #0030 
 

 
First Complete Edition, Second Issue in English, with engraved portrait frontispiece and 
engraved title page. Written by English philosopher Francis Bacon, "Of the Advancement 
and Proficience of Learning or the Partitions of Sciences IX Bookes" was first published 
under the title "The Twoo Bookes…Of the Proficience and Advancement of Learning, Di-
vine and Human" in 1605. Over the next twenty years, Bacon would expand and revise his 
ideas to encompass a volume that contained nine books. First appearing in Latin as "De 
Augmentis Scientiarum" in 1623, the volume was later translated into English and first pub-
lished in 1640 by Leon Lichfield for Robert Young and Edward Forrest. "Of the Advance-
ment and Proficience of Learning" is Bacon's reorganization of the scientific method, which 
primarily concerns philosophy and science classifications. He examines the differences be-
tween knowledge by divine revelation and knowledge by the senses and further classifies 
them as natural, theological, philosophical, and sciences of man.  #0680 
 
 

 
 
First Edition in English. "Harmonies of Political Economy" was written by French econo-
mist Frédéric Bastia. It was first published in French in 1850, only the first volume (the first 
ten chapters) was published during Bastiat's lifetime. The second volume was left unfin-
ished; however, his notes and sketches were added to the posthumous edition of his com-
plete works. In this influential work, Bastiat develops and determines the interests of the 
members of society are harmonious and equilibrium if their rights are respected and if the 
free market operates independent of government intervention. In other words, the free 

market does not operate against the interests of the population, but with their interests; the group whose interests 
does not reconcile with the interests of all other groups cause disharmony and unbalance making it perverted and 
turning it way from the very thing it is supposed to defend. #0033 
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Rubricated Manuscript Leaf, in Latin. From France circa 1250, this leaf contains chapters 9 
through 12 of the Epistle of Paul to the Romans, which describes Paul's revealing of the 
faithfulness of God to the Israelites.  Epistle of Paul to the Romans is the sixth book in the 
New Testament and was composed by Paul the Apostle to explain that salvation is offered 
thought the teachings of Jesus Christ. It is the longest of the thirteen books of Epistles of 
Paul, which are composed of letters. These letters are among some of the earliest Christian 
documents and provide insight to the beliefs and controversies of early Christianity.  #0471 
 

 
 
First Edition, "He" Version. The King James Bible, "He" Version, was published in 1611 by 
Robert Barker. The King James Bible contains thirty-nine books of the Old Testament, 
fourteen books of the Apocrypha, and twenty-seven books of the New Testament, as well 
as the genealogies of the Holy Scriptures. There were two editions of the King James Bible 
printed in 1611, which are distinguished by the printing of Ruth 3:15, the first edition read-
ing "he went into the city," where the second edition reads "she went into the city." King 
James I commissioned a new English translation of the Bible in 1604 at the Hampton Court 
Conference: a meeting of representatives from the Church of England to correct earlier Pu-

ritan translations of the Bible. The King James Bible translation was conducted by forty-seven Church of England 
scholars and completed in 1611. The scholars translated the Old Testament from Aramaic and Hebrew, the Apoc-
rypha from Latin and Greek, and the New Testament from Greek. The King James Bible translation is noted for 
its style, its influence on English culture and religion, and its influence on the English-speaking world as a whole. 
#1063 
 

 
Illuminated and Rubricated Manuscript on Paper in Latin. This manuscript contains "De 
Consolatio Philosophiae" ("The Consolation of Philosophy") with an anonymous commen-
tary on Boethius. It was transcribed in an early humanist hand around 1400-1425 in Northern 
Italy. "The Consolation of Philosophy" is one of Anicius Manlius Severinus Boethius' most 
important works and one of the most influential works in Medieval and early Renaissance 
Christianity. It was written around 523 CE during Boethius' imprisonment while he awaited 
his trial for alleged crimes of treason; he would eventually be found guilty and executed. This 
experience shaped the text. Written as a conversation between Boethius and Lady Philoso-
phy, the two discuss various topics including: the prosperity of evil men and the ruin of good 
men, human nature, virtue, justice, and free will. Boethius examined religious questions while 
relying on natural and Classical Greek philosophy to answer them. Despite these religious 
questions, Boethius made no references to Christianity, which is often assumed. It was the 
message of the book that made it so popular because it encouraged readers to seek internal 
virtues rather than worldly goods such as money and power. #0681 
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First Octavo Edition in English. This book is Protestant theologian John Calvin's seminal 
work entitled, "The Institvtion of Christian Religion" ("The Institutes of the Christian Reli-
gion"), translated by Thomas Norton from the Latin version originally published in 1536. 
"The Institution of Christian Religion" was written as an introductory text book delving 
into the Protestant faith, covering a wide range of topics from the doctrines of the Church 
and sacraments to justification by faith alone and Christian liberty. This work was used to 
strengthen the controversial reform movement and sought to attack what Calvin believed to 
be unorthodox teachings, particularly those coming from the Catholic Church. The empha-
sis on freedom in the relation of church and state inspired a new form of Christian life. 
"The Institution of Christian Religion" is a highly regarded secondary source for the doc-
trine embraced by Calvinism.  #0051 

 
 

 
Humanist Manuscript on Paper in Latin. This volume, entitled "Opuscula: Quod nemo ledi-
tur nisi a semel ipso, De compunctione cordis, De reparatione lapsi," was transcribed in Ita-
ly, likely Verona, between 1450-1465. John Chrysostom's, the Archbishop of Constantino-
ple, writings are fall under three categories: opuscula (a small or minor work), sermons, and 
letters. This volume is a collection of three opuscula tracts on the virtues of the ascetic life 
and include: "De Compunctione cordis," the most well-known of the three tracts; "Quod 
nemo leditur nisi a semel ipso," which discusses how one's enemies cannot do spiritual 
harm  without one's assistance; and "De reparation lapsi," which looks at exhorting a rebel 
monk to return to his monastery. Chrysostom was one of the most prolific writers in the 
early Christian Church and is only exceeded by Augustine of Hippo in the number of works 

that have survived.  #0811 
 

 
 
Illuminated Manuscript on Parchment, in Latin. Written in the humanist style in Padua, Ita-
ly circa 1476, this volume contains Marcus Tullius Cicero's "Orationes in Verrem" ("The 
Verrine Orations"), a series of speeches Cicero made in 70 B.C. The speeches were made 
during the trial of Gaius Verres, the former governor of Sicily, who was on trial for corrup-
tion and extortion. Only Cicero spoke during the trial, despite other planned orators. 
Verres' lawyer, Hortensius, advised him to plead no contest and go into voluntary exile after 
hearing Cicero's speeches. By the end of 70 B.C., Verres was living in exile, while Cicero 
was thrust into public view and considered to be the greatest orator in Rome. The trial also 
placed Cicero's political career on the fast track and was elected to the Aedile in 69 B.C., an 

office of the Roman Republic that regulated public festivals, maintenance of public buildings, and had powers to 
enforce public order. Considered to be the master of Latin prose, Cicero is credited with transforming Latin into a 
versatile literary medium and influencing several philosophers including Desiderius Erasmus, Martin Luther, and 
John Locke. #0755 
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First Edition, with frontispiece. Frederick Douglass' "My Bondage and My Freedom" was 
published in 1855 and is the second of three autobiographies. "My Bondage" is an expan-
sion of Douglass' first autobiography "Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass," pub-
lished in 1845, where he describes in greater detail his transition from slavery to liberty. The 
third autobiography, "Life and Times of Frederick Douglass," was published in 1881 and 
expands upon his life as a slave and his escape from slavery as well as contains experiences 
during and after the Civil War. While "My Bondage" gave further insight into Douglass' 

transition from slavery to liberty, it also expressed his views about racism and civil rights both in the South and the 
North as well as his early involvement in abolition movements. In addition, Douglass refused to reveal any infor-
mation about his resources in escaping from Baltimore to New York because slavery was still ongoing when 
Douglass wrote and published the work, and he did not want to endanger those who helped him escape. Douglass 
used his words, oratory, and pen to fight for liberty and equal rights of African Americans, leaving a lasting legacy 
and influence. #0108 
 

 
Two Works in One Volume, with decorative initials. This volume contains Dutch philoso-
pher Desiderius Erasmus's "Hyperaspistes" in two parts. Part I is entitled "Hyperaspistes 
diatribae adversus Seruum arbitriu Martini Lutheri, per D. Erasmum Roterodamum" and 
was first published in 1524; seen here is the 1526 printing. Part II, "Des. Erasmi Roterod. 
Hyperaspistae liber secundus, aduersus librum Martini Lutheri, cui titulu fecit, Seruum ar-
bitrium," was first published between 1526 and 1527; seen here is the 1527 printing. Both 
of present volumes were published in Nuremberg by Johann Petreius. These two works 
look at the topic of free will.  Part I of "Hyperaspistes" examines the arguments on free will 
from both sides and does not take a definite side. In response to Part I, Martin Luther 
wrote "De Servo Arbitrio" (1525), which attacks the work and Erasmus himself, stating that 
free will does not exist and Erasmus is not a Christian. Erasmus responded to the attack 
with a second part of "Hyperaspistes." In Part II, Erasmus analyzed biblical passages that 
defend free will and points out that humans have the freedom of choice. He further drew 

upon notable theologians and philosophers such as Augustine, Jerome, John Chrysostom, and Thomas Aquinas to 
reach his conclusions. Erasmus is one of the greatest scholars of the northern Renaissance. His works are still pop-
ular today and have been translated into several languages. #0860 
 

 
First Edition, two volumes in one.  "The Federalist: A Collection of Essays, Written in Fa-
vour of the New Constitution, as Agreed upon byt the Federal Convention, September, 17, 
1787" is a collection of eight-five essays written anonymously under the pseudonym 
"Publius" by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay; it was first published in 
book form in 1788. The essays (seventy-seven of the eight-five) first appeared consecutively 
in the "Independent Journal" and the "New York Packet" between October 1787 and Au-
gust 1788. The remaining eight were published when the essays were compiled into book 
form. The essays were written to promote and garner support for the ratification of the 
United States Constitution which would replace the Articles of Confederation ratified, 
which was ratified in 1777. The Articles placed restrictions on the central government, ren-

dering it ineffective and left many states and their citizens unsatisfied. With the help of "The Federalist" and its 
commentary, the Constitution, drafted in 1787, was ratified on June 21, 1788.  The importance of "The Federalist" 
cannot be overstated in American history as it helped usher in a new form of government that placed the govern-
ment's power in the hands of the citizens of the United States. #0121 
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First Edition in German. This book is German philosopher Immanuel Kant's 
"Grundlegung zur Metaphysik der Sitten" ("Groundwork of the Metaphysic of Morals"), 
published in 1785. In this volume, Kant worked to find and establish the supreme principle 
of morality. In the preface followed by three sections, Kant argues that actions are moral 
only if they lack an ulterior motive, the moral quality of an action is judged by the motive of 
a person not the consequences, and that actions are moral only if they are undertaken with 
moral law kept in mind. Another idea that was introduced in "Groundwork of the Meta-
physic of Morals" was the philosophical concept called the categorical imperative which was 
a way of evaluating motivations for actions. This is the first of Kant's mature works on 
moral philosophy and remains one of the most influential works in the field. #0479 
 

 
 
 
First German Edition. This is Immanuel Kant's highly influential work "Critic der reinen 
Vernunft" ("Critique of Pure Reason"), published in 1781 by Johann Friedrich Hartknoch 
in Riga. Kant explores and examines the foundations and parameters of human knowledge. 
In this book, Kant lays the foundation for his doctrine of transcendental idealism, which 
states that knowledge is made possible by the human mind shaping the world of experience. 
Kant describes two types of knowledge: "a priori," knowledge gained independent of expe-
rience; and "a posteriori," knowledge gained through experience. Kant also explains the dif-
ference between analytic judgments, that already exist in a concept, and synthetic judg-
ments, which adds something to a concept. "Critik der reinen Vernunft" was enormously 

influential in the field of philosophy, creating a paradigm shift that is highlighted by the placement of the human 
mind at the center of knowledge. #0853 
 

 
 
First Public Printing in the "New York Times," September 23, 1862 of the preliminary 
Emancipation Proclamation entitled "A Proclamation by the President of the United 
States."  The preliminary proclamation was issued by President Abraham Lincoln after the 
Union's strategic victory at the Battle of Antietam, warning that the slaves in states against 
the Union would be freed if those states did not end their rebellion by January 1, 1863. Af-
ter those states refused to rejoin the Union, Lincoln's order went into effect on January 1, 
1863 and the final proclamation was issued. The Emancipation Proclamation freed the 
slaves in the ten states still in rebellion, but did not apply to the slaves in the slave-holding 
Union border states of Missouri, Kentucky, Maryland, and Delaware; these slaves were 

freed by later actions. The proclamation was an important defining moment in the war, in which, the nation was 
committed to fighting a battle to preserve human freedom. Despite the commitment and the Union's victory, the 
Emancipation Proclamation did not free a single slave.  Slavery was not abolished throughout the United States 
until the Thirteenth Amendment was passed by Congress on January 31, 1865 and ratified by the states on Decem-
ber 6, 1865. #0113 
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Second Edition. John Locke first published "Two Treatises of Government: In the Former, 
the Falle  Principles and Foundation of Sir Robert Filmer, and his Followers, are Detected 
and Overthrown. The latter is an Essay Concerning the True Original, Extent, and End of 
Civil -  Government" anonymously in 1689 as a defense of the Glorious Revolution.  The 
first treatise discusses patriarchalism - the idea that the power of the monarchy is absolute - 
through an attack on Robert Fulmer's "Patriarcha" in two primary ways: refuting the Bibli-
cal support of Fulmer's thesis and arguing that accepting the ideas in "Patriarcha" can only 
lead to slavery. The second treatise focuses on the theory of a civil society. In this theory, 

Locke states that all men are created equal and valid governments exist only when they have the approval of the 
people. This influential work's concepts of freedom, law, and government were foundational to modern democra-
cy and its sentiments are echoed in the American Declaration of Independence. #0205 
 

 
Three Works in One Volume. This volume contains "A Treatise, of the Great and Generall 
Day of Judgement. Necessary for Every Christian, that Wisheth Good Successe to his 
Soule, at the Great and Terrible Day" by Henry Greenwood, published in London in 1614; 
"A Treatise, Touching the Libertie of a Christian" ("On the Freedom of a Christian") by 
Martin Luther, published in London in 1579 and translated by James Bell, this is one of two 
editions; and "A Sermon of Repentance, Preached by that Worthy Martyr, Master John 
Bradford, Who suffered in Smith-field, Anno Domini 1555" by John Bradford, published in 
London in 1631. Of the three works, Luther, a priest and German professor of theology, is 
the most famous. Luther was a pivotal figure in the Protestant Reformation; the present 
work was the third of Luther's reforming treatises. It first was published in November of 

1520 and appeared after his "Address to the Christian Nobility of the German Nation" (August 1520) and the 
work "The Babylonian Captivity of the Church" (October 1520). In "Touching the Libertie of a Christian," Luther 
discussed his belief that the only way to have freedom or to go to heaven was through faith and that good deeds 
do not ensure a person's freedom or salvation. The work, along with his other writings, challenged the views of the 
Papacy and Luther was excommunicated by Pope Leo X on January 3, 1521.   #0482 
 

 
Third German Edition. "Von der Babylonischen gefencknuß der Kirchen, Doctor Martini 
Luthers" ("On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church") was written by German priest and 
theologian Martin Luther in 1520. This volume is the third German edition published in 
Straßburg by Johann Schott in 1520. It is the second of three treatises published by Luther 
in 1520 coming after "Address to the Christian Nobility of the German Nation" (August 
1520) and before "On the Freedom of a Christian" (November 1520). This theological trea-
tise analyzes the seven sacraments of the Catholic Church. The sacraments are visible rites 
that are signs and channels of the grace of God that were established by Jesus and entrusted 
to the Church. In "Von der Babylonischen gefencknuß der Kirchen," Luther calls for restor-
ing the cup of laity, rejects the Catholic doctrine of transubstantiation, and dismisses belief 
that mass is a sacrifice offered to God. It attacked the papacy and is the first time Luther 
accused the pope of being the antichrist. The work was off-putting to some due to the angry 
tone and radical nature of Luther's beliefs. It led to a divide of his already cautious support-
ers; some of which stopped their support for Luther's calls for reform. This included the 

famous humanist Dutch philosopher Desiderius Erasmus.  #1342 
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Illuminated Manuscript, on parchment in Latin and Anglo-Norman. Entitled, "Magna carta 
cum statutis et tractatibus" this volume contains the Magna Carta, Statutes of the Realm, 
and Register of Writs. It was written around 1350 in England, most likely in London. The 
Magna Carta, also known as The Great Charter, was a charter first issued in 1215 to make 
peace between King John of England and a group of barons. The first draft was written by 
Stephen Langton, the Archbishop of Canterbury; it was a charter of liberties which con-
tained sixty-three clauses, most of which were grievances related to King John's rule. The 
Magna Carta clauses included: protection of church rights, protection of illegal imprison-
ments for the barons, access to swift justice, and limitations of payments to the Crown. The 
charter established for the first time that everybody was subject to the law, including the 
King. The charter was annulled by Pope Innocent III after neither side kept their commit-

ments, which led to the First Barons' War (1215-17). The charter was reissued in 1216, unsuccessfully, and again, 
in 1217 at the end of the war, as part of the agreed upon peace treaty. The Magna Carta, the basis of English law, 
became a symbol against oppression; it heavily influenced the Constitution of the United States and the Bill of 
Rights. #0671 
 

 
First Edition. "On Liberty" is John Stuart Mill's classic defense of freedom where Mill at-
tempts to apply his system of Utilitarianism to society and the state and tries to establish the 
principle values of relationship between authority and liberty. In addition, Mill focuses on 
individuality and its importance as well as his three basic liberties: freedom of thought and 
emotion, freedom to pursue tastes, and freedom to unite. Also included in the work are 
Mill's three oppositions to government intervention and his two principles of conduct for 

relationships of the individual to society. While "On Liberty" was influential and well received, it did face criticism 
for its disconnection with Utilitarianism and its ambiguity. However, the concepts and ideas Mill undertook in "On 
Liberty" still remain the basis of liberal political thought and a commonplace of democracy. #0242 
 

 
Second Edition, in German. "Theorie des Geldes und der Umlaufsmittel" ("The Theory of 
Money and Credit") was written by Austrian School economist Ludwig von Mises. It was 
first published in 1912 in German. The volume seen here is the second edition published in 
1924 in Munich. In this work, Mises explains his theory on the origins of money and how 
its nature and value is founded on its usefulness as a commodity.  He further introduces the 
idea of money with no inflation and the concept of a business cycle theory called the regres-
sion theorem. The idea behind the theory is that the value of money can be tracked back or 
"regressed" to the goods and services it acquires.  "Theorie des Geldes und der Umlaufsmit-
tel" is one of the foundational works of the Austrian School of economic thought in the 
Misean branch. Mises' works attracted university and high school students and influenced 
several individuals including Leonard Read, legal scholar Sylvester J. Petro, and novelist Ayn 

Rand. #1531 
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First Edition in English in two volumes. "The Mathematical Principles of Natural Philoso-
phy" was written by Isaac Newton. This edition was translated by Andrew Motte and in-
cludes "The Laws of the Moon's Motion, According to Gravity" by John Machin. It was 
printed two years after Newton's death and includes forty-nine engraved folding geometric 
diagrams and tables. Often referred to simply as "Principia," it was first published in 1687 in 
three books in Latin; Newton published two other editions in 1713 and 1726 with correc-
tions and annotations. It is considered to be one of the most important scientific works in 
history. "Principia" lays out Newton's laws of motion, which describe the relationship be-
tween an object, the forces acting on it, and the object's motion in regards to those forces; 
Newton's law of universal gravitation; and a derivation of Kepler's laws of planetary mo-

tion. Newton also applied these theories to astronomy and how the celestial bodies move through the solar system 
and the mass of some of the planets. By formulating these theories, Newton developed the foundation for the 
branch of physics known as classical mechanics and his mathematical methods helped form the field of calculus. 
#0621-0622 
 
 

 
Advance, Confidential Copy. "Animal Farm" was written by George Orwell between 1943 
and 1944. It was rejected by several publishers in Britain and the United States as it was 
considered an attack on Joseph Stalin. It was first published in England in 1945, under the 
title "Animal Farm:  A Fairy Story;" the United States dropped the subtitle when it was pub-
lished in 1946.  It was a success upon its publication. "Animal Farm" is an allegorical novel 
and political satire which reflects on the events leading up to the 1917 Russian Revolution 

and on the Soviet Union era of Stalin. The plot centers around animals on a farm who come together and over-
throw their farmer. Snowball and Napoleon, both pigs, work together to create a governance structure only to 
have it fall apart after Napoleon runs off Snowball and takes control of the farm. Advocating that happy animals 
live simple lives, Napoleon abolishes the revolutionary traditions and soon the animals cannot distinguish between 
themselves and humans, as they traded one form of tyranny for another.  #0263 
 

 
Advance Review Copy of the First Edition. "Nineteen Eighty-Four" is a dystopian work 
with a chilling warning against totalitarianism by George Orwell, set in a future world domi-
nated by three superstates: Oceania, Eurasia, and Eastasia. The novel focuses on a province 
called Airstrip One in Oceania. The world is in a state of perpetual war with mass govern-
ment surveillance and public manipulation. A political regime called English Socialism over-
sees the superstate and its inhabitants. However, the Inner Party, a group of privileged elite, 
controls the superstate and is both a party and government that persecutes independent 
thinking and individualism. The cultural impact of "Nineteen Eighty-Four" is extensive. It 

introduced to the world concepts such as Big Brother, Thought Police, thoughtcrime, and doublethink as well as 
many others in which are instantly recognized and understood in the context of modern social and political abuses. 
#0264 
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First London Edition, with rare general half-title of Thomas Paine "Common Sense." It was 
published anonymously on January 10, 1776. In "Common Sense," Paine made a persuasive 
case to the Colonists for American independence. He linked independence with the preva-
lent religious views of the Colonies, creating a uniquely American political identity. It was 
written like a sermon using clear and persuasive prose so all could read and understand its 
purpose. After publication, "Common Sense" became the most widely circulated document 
at the time, going through twenty-five editions in its first year; one in six households owned 
a copy. This volume also contains the first British edition of "Plain Truth: Address to the 
Inhabitants of America," a passionate response to Paine's "Common Sense." It was written 
by loyalist officer and pamphleteer James Chalmers under the pen name "Candidus." The 

work was first published in 1776 in Philadelphia by R. Bell. This edition was re-printed for J. Almon in London in 
1776. Written with vigorous zeal, the essay was in opposition to American independence. It argued why the colo-
nies should remain part of Britain and urged for reconciliation between the two. While "Plain Truth" is Chalmers' 
best known work, he spent many of his final years writing pamphlets against the works of Paine.  #0269 
 

 
 
First Edition. "The Republic of Plato in Ten Books" was translated by H. Spens and in-
cludes a preliminary discourse concerning the philosophy of the ancients by the translator. 
"Republic" is Plato's best-known work, written in approximately 380 BCE in Greek; it is a 
Socratic dialogue discussing justice and the just man. In addition, the work discusses city-
state, particularly in relation to order and character. Three key topics are identified in 
"Republic" are: the definition of justice, theory of universals, and five forms of government 

and their nature (aristocracy, timocracy, oligarchy, democracy, and tyranny). The dialogue ultimately argues and 
mounts a defense of a just life and its connection to happiness. "Republic" is an extensive work that cultivates and 
defines the ideas of justice and what it means to be a just man; there is little wonder it has been proven to be one 
of the world's most influential works in the genres of philosophy and political theory. #0281 
 

 
First English Edition. The Quran is the sacred religious text of Islam, entitled here, "The 
Alcoran of Mahomet." It was published in 1649 and the translation is attributed to Scottish 
clergyman Alexander Ross; an additional text included in the volume bears his name. Not 
knowing Arabic, Ross translated the Quran from the French edition, "L'Alcoran de Ma-
homet," published in 1647. It was translated by André du Ryer from Arabic; thus, this vol-
ume contains Du Ryer's misinterpretations and errors. "The Alcoran of Mahomet" begins 
with a preface, "The Translator to the Christian Reader" and includes the French edition 

translation of the preface and "A Summary of the Religion of the Turks," a treatise on Islamic worship and pray-
ers. The prefaces and the translation are an interesting insight to the English and/or western observation of Islam 
in 17th century. The volume also includes at the end: "The Life and Death of Mahomet the Prophet of the Turks, 
and Author of the Alcoran" and "A Needfull Caveat of Admonition for them who desire to know what use may 
be made of, or if there be danger in reading, the Alcoran."  In its original form, the Quran is widely regarded as the 
Arabic language's finest piece of literature. #0817 
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First Edition. "An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations" is known 
as one of the world's first and greatest classics on modern economics. Its foundation was 
constructed from Smith's "The Theory of Moral Sentiments" and it was a culmination of 
seventeen years of notes and observations. Its publication was such a success that its first 
edition sold out in six months and was followed by five editions that were published in 
Smith's lifetime (1776, 1778, 1784, 1786, and 1789). The work reflected on the economics at 
the beginning of the Industrial Revolution and touched upon topics such as the division of 
labor, productivity, and free markets. The work contains many specific references to Ameri-
ca and its trade before the Revolution, creating a convincing argument against the mercan-

tile system. The theme that persists throughout the work is the concept that the economic system is automatic and, 
if allowed to have ample freedom, it will be able to regulate itself. This ability to self-regulate is threatened by mo-
nopolies, tax preferences, lobbying groups, and others who have been extended "privileges" at the expense of oth-
ers. #0323-0324 
 

 
Third Dunlap Edition, one of three known copies. This is Part III of the "Journals and Pro-
ceedings of the General Assembly of the Common-Wealth of Pennsylvania" entitled here, 
"Journals of the Assembly" containing the Declaration of Independence. The Declaration 
of Independence was adopted by the Second Continental Congress and ratified on July 4, 
1776. The purpose of this document was to announce and explain the separation from 
Great Britain and that the thirteen American colonies now considered themselves as inde-
pendent sovereign states that formed a new nation, the United States of America. The Dec-
laration of Independence was authored by Thomas Jefferson, among others, and signed by 
fifty-six delegates of the Continental Congress. It has served as inspiration for many other 

countries, including nations in the Caribbean and the Low Countries of Europe. This document also contains the 
negotiations between the commissioners of Pennsylvania and the chiefs of the Six Nations during the treaty made 
between January 30 and Feb. 6, 1777. #0100 
 
 

 
First Collected Edition. "The Constitutions of the Several Independent States of America; 
The Declaration of Independence; The Articles of Confederation Between the Said States; 
The Treaties Between His Most Christian Majesty and the United States of America" was 
printed in 1781 and is one of 200 copies published for Congress. Imprint reads Philadelphia, 
however, this volume was printed in Lancaster, where the printer, Francis Bailey, relocated 
with Congress in September 1781 after the British occupation of Philadelphia began. "The 
Constitutions of the Several Independent States of America" contains the original text of 
the constitutions of the thirteen states of: New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia. Also included in the volume is the Declaration of 

Independence; the Articles of Confederation; the Treaty of Amity and Commerce with Louis, King of France; and 
the Treaty of Alliance, Eventual and Defensive with Louis, King of France. Many scholars have called this volume 
the Magna Carta of the United States as it contains several influential American documents. #0388 
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First Edition, Second Magazine Printing of the United States Constitution published in 
"The Columbian Magazine." The Constitution is printed in the September 1787 issue (pages 
659-665) and is bound with issues from July through December with incomplete issues for 
June and October. Evidence suggests "The American Museum" magazine printing precedes 
"The Columbian Magazine" by two days. "The Columbian Magazine" was an American pe-
riodical founded by Mathew Carey, Charles Cist, William Spotswood, Thomas Seddon, and 
John Trenchard in 1786 and ran until 1792. The Constitution was signed by the members of 
the Constitutional Convention on September 17, 1787 and ratified on June 2, 1788. It came 
into effect in the United States on March 4, 1789. The Constitution originally consisted of 
seven articles which laid out the separation of powers, the concepts of federalism, and the 
methodology for how the states were to ratify the Constitution. The Constitution has been 
amended twenty-seven times since its inception, with the first ten amendments known col-

lectively as the Bill of Rights.  #1389 
 

 
This volume of the "Supplement for the Year 1796. Embellished with a Pictureique View of 
the New House of Corrections for the County of Middlesex; and of the Inside of Unton 
Chapel, at Farringdon, Berks." was published in London in 1796, contains President George 
Washington's "Farewell Address," entitled "General Washington's Address to the People of 
the United States" in the present volume and found between pages 1089 and 1095. The 
"Supplement" was part of "The Gentleman's Magazine," published monthly in London by 
Edward Cave from January 1731 to 1922; the publication ran for almost 200 years uninter-
rupted.  The first draft of Washington's "Farewell Address" was prepared by James Madison 

in 1792, but due to disputes between the Secretary of the Treasury and Secretary of State, Washington ran for a 
second term in fear that the tensions would tear the country apart. As his second term was coming to a close in 
1796, Washington made revisions to the original "Farewell Address" draft with the help of Alexander Hamilton. In 
the address, Washington reflected on many topics including: issues that came up during his time as President, the 
political scope of 1796, his support for the government, his administration record, and his advice to the American 
people. Washington's presidency set enduring precedents for the office of president still seen today including the 
title "Mr. President." His "Farewell Address" is regarded widely as an important statement on republicanism. 
#0806 
 

 
First Edition. Written by British feminist Mary Wollstonecraft in 1790 and published in the 
same year, "A Vindication of the Rights of Men, in a Letter to the Right Honourable Ed-
mund Burke; Occasioned by His Reflections on the Revolution in France" was  the first 
response to the publication of Edmund Burke's "Reflections on the Revolution in France" 
published in 1790. It was highly successful, and the first edition sold out in three weeks. In 
Burke's "Reflections," he defended the constitutional monarchy and aristocracy as well as 
the Church of England; his defense ignited a pamphlet war.  In antithesis, Wollstonecraft 

advocated republicanism and attacked aristocracy. She used his own terms and rhetoric against him and declared 
Burke's reasoning of an equal society was created on the passivity of women. #0367 
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