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First Edition. "A Review of the Universal Remedy for all Diseases Incident to Coin. With 
Application to our Present Circumstances. In a Letter to Mr. Lock," was published in 1696 
by A. and J. Churchill in London. Signed only as "your most humble Servant," the author of 
this letter remains anonymous. The author wrote this letter with the intention to rephrase 
John Locke's views on currency in a way that would gain more influence, as the author be-
lieved Locke's ideas were being ignored. Locke stated that silver and gold were the appro-
priate currency for international transactions because he believed that all of humanity treat-
ed silver and gold with equal value, whereas paper currency only carried value to the gov-
ernment which issued it. Locke is regarded as one of the most influential thinkers in the 
Age of Enlightenment and is known as the Father of Liberalism. #0062 
 
 
 

 
 
Incunable of Thomas Aquinas' "Summa Theologiae Pars Secunda Secunda Pars," printed 
between 1472 and 1475.  It is one of only three known copies in the world; one resides in 
the British Museum in London and the other in the Newbury Library in Chicago. Of the 
three, this is the most perfect. "Summa Theologiae" is Thomas Aquinas' best-known work. 
Written between 1265 and 1274, it remains unfinished due to Aquinas' death in 1274. It 
consists of three major parts: Theology, Ethics, and Christ. The second part of "Summa 
Theologiae" is known in short as "Pars Secunda." It includes discussions of 303 questions 
concerning the purpose of man, habits, types of law, vices and virtues, prudence and justice, 
fortitude and temperance, graces, and the religious versus the secular life.  The first part of 

"Pars Secunda" consists of 114 questions and offers an extensive discussion of man. The first five questions deal 
with man's end, man's happiness, what happiness is, the things that are required for happiness, and the attainment 
of happiness. The remaining questions deal with a wide variety of issues related to the will, emotions and passions, 
virtues, sins, law, and grace. The second part of "Pars Secunda" (as seen here) consists of 189 questions and re-
flects upon the theological virtues. "Summa Theologiae" is considered one of the most influential classical works 
of philosophy even influencing one of the greatest literary poems in the world, Dante Alighieri's "Divine Come-
dy." #0023 
 

 
Fifth Edition, with engraved portrait frontispiece, additional pictorial title, and woodcut 
headpieces and decorative initials. "Sylva Slyvarum: or, A Naturall Historie. In Ten Centu-
ries" was first published in 1627, the year after Francis Bacon's death, by Bacon's secretary 
and chaplain William Rawley. Seen here is the 1639 printing, published in London. Bacon 
was a prominent English scientist, philosopher, and statesmen through the 16th and 17th 
centuries. "Sylva Slyvarum," meaning "forest of materials" in Latin, is markedly different 
from Bacon's other natural histories in that it lacks structure and is unorganized. Modern 
historians view this work as a collection of Bacon's various experiments, theories, and ob-
servations that were to be expounded upon at a later date. From aspect, "Sylva Slyvarum" 

can be viewed as a peek into Bacon's methodologies surrounding his development of the scientific method. Ba-
con's developments in philosophy and science were prominent throughout the Scientific Revolution and remain 
influential to this day. #1259 
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Illuminated and Rubricated Manuscript, in Latin on Parchment. This portable Vulgate Bible 
was made in Northern France in the between 1240 and 1260. This Bible style was originally 
copied in Paris around 1230, and this format quickly spread throughout Europe. The Vul-
gate, meaning "common speech," was primarily the work of St. Jerome, who was commis-
sioned by Pope Damasus I in 382 to translate the "Vetus Latina" collection of biblical texts 
into Latin. St. Jerome created this translation from Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic texts. The 

name "Vulgate" was applied to this translation in the 13th Century and became the officially circulated Latin ver-
sion of the Bible in the Catholic Church by the 16th Century, when it was affirmed at the Council of Trent (1545-
1563 AD). The collection and order of the books which make up this version of the Bible differs slightly from the 
ones in the King James Version; it also includes all of the books of the Apocrypha, which would later be revised 
with the Council of Trent upon which the Catholic Church accepted only 12 of the 15 books of the Apocrypha. 
#1188 
 

 
In French. "Légende de Saint Francois d'Assise" ("Legend of Saint Francis of Assisi") was 
written by Italian medieval Franciscan, theologian, and philosopher Bonaventure. It was 
written between 1260 and 1261 in Latin at the request of Franciscan Order; seen here is the 
1859 French translation. "Légende de Saint Francois d'Assise" is a biography of Francis of 
Assisi. Francis was an Italian Catholic friar and deacon, who founded the Order of Friars 
Minor, Order of St. Clare, the Third Order of St. Francis, and the Custody of the Holy 

Land. He is known for his affinity for the Holy Communion and his love of animals. Francis is said to be the first 
person in the Christian tradition to bear the wounds of Christ's Passion, when in 1224, he was praying on the 
mountain of Verna and he received the stigmata during a vision where a seraph, a six-winged angel, appeared on a 
cross. After his death in 1226, Francis was canonized on July 16, 1228 by Pope Gregory IX. Francis is considered 
one of the most revered religious figures in Christianity. With the publishing of "Légende de Saint Francois 
d'Assise," Bonaventure was able to help guide the Order's direction over the next centuries. Bonaventure was 
known as the second father of Franciscans and is considered one of the greatest religious philosophers in the Mid-
dle Ages.  #0646 
 

 
First Edition. "Particulars of the Late Duel, Fought at Hoboken, July 11, Between Aaron 
Burr and Alexander Hamilton, ESQRS., in which the Latter Unfortunately Fell: Containing 
all the Papers Relating to that Event…," was published in 1804 in New York. It is an ac-
count of the duel between Aaron Burr and Alexander Hamilton. Also, included in this work 
are Hamilton's will and the letters of Bishop Benjamin Moore and Reverend J.W. Mason. 
The duel between Burr and Hamilton was the finale of the bitter rivalry between the men 
that began in 1791, when Burr defeated Hamilton's father-in-law in a United States Senate 
race. Hamilton's political maneuvering during the Electoral College deadlock in 1800 result-
ed in Thomas Jefferson being named President and Burr being named Vice President. The 
duel ended with Hamilton being fatally shot; his death resulted in the demise of the Federal-
ist Party in American politics and effectively end-

ed Burr's political career.  #1294 
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This book is Protestant theologian John Calvin's seminal work entitled, "The Institvtion of 
Christian Religion" ("The Institutes of the Christian Religion"), published in 1611 in Lon-
don and translated by Thomas Norton from the Latin version originally published in 1536. 
"The Institution of Christian Religion" was written as an introductory textbook that delved 
into the Protestant faith, covering a wide range of topics from the doctrines of the Church 
and sacraments to justification by faith alone and Christian liberty. This work was used to 
strengthen the controversial reform movement and sought to attack what Calvin believed to 
be unorthodox teachings, particularly those coming from the Catholic Church. The empha-
sis on freedom in the relation of church and state inspired a new form of Christian life. 

"The Institvtion of Christian Religion" is a highly regarded secondary source for the doctrine embraced by Calvin-
ism. #0050 
 

 
First Edition. "The American Democrat, or Hints on the Social and Civic Relations of the 
United States of America" is a political essay published in 1838 by American James Fen-
imore Cooper. This volume examines American republican democracy and focuses on so-
cial forces that shape and can corrupt the system. The work was originally planned to be a 
textbook; however, it was not a popular work and was never published in Europe. Despite 
its unpopularity, the essay did help Cooper create a new identity as an author who exposes 
the vices in society. "The American Democrat" also provides the framework and concepts 

for two of Cooper's later works: "Homeward Bound: or The Chase: A Tale of the Sea" and "Home as Found: Se-
quel to Homeward Bound."  #0093 
 
 

 
With full page woodcut illustration of Christ rising from his tomb. This volume is 
"Sacrosancti Concilii Tridentini Canones, Et Decreta, Cum citationibus ex vtroq[ue] Testa-
mento, & Juris Pontificij Constitutionibus aliisque S.R.E. Concil" ("The Canons and De-
crees of the Council of Trent"). It was published around 1670 in Bassani by Antonium 
Remondinum. It contains the canons and decrees of the Council of Trent. The Council of 
Trent was the nineteenth ecumenical council of the Catholic Church held between 1545 and 
1563 in Trent, Italy. The Council met for twenty-five sessions. It was prompted by the 
Protestant Reformation and is seen as the Counter-Reformation. The Council defined what 
they believed to be heresies and issued clarifications on Church doctrine and teachings. The 
Council also commissioned the creation of a standard version of the Bible. It would be 
more than three hundred years until the next ecumenical council, the First Vatican Council 
in 1869. Included in this volume is "Index Librorvm Prohibitorvm" ("Index of Prohibited 
Books"), a list of works considered heretical by the Sacred Congregation of the Index and 
Catholics were banned from reading them without permission. #0543 
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Volume 2, Number 1, with twenty woodcut illustrations. "The Crockett Almanac of 1839. 
Containing Adventures, Exploits, Sprees & Scrapes in the West, & Life and Manners in the 
Backwoods" was published in Nashville, Tennessee in 1938. There were at least forty-five 
"The Crockett Almanac" and/or "Davy Crockett's Almanac" published between 1835 and 
1856 by various publishers. Like most almanacs of the time, "The Crockett Almanac" con-

tained astronomical data, sunrise and sunset times, important dates, and other relevant information. This volume 
also contains the tales of "Col. Crockett's Adventures with a Grizzly Bear," a "Ride on the Back of a Buffalo," 
"Col. Crockett and the Squatter," "Col. Crockett in the Parlor," "Davy Crockett's Dream," and more. In addition, 
it includes the woodcut illustrations of "Judy Finx Whipping a Catamount," "Col. Crockett and the Methodizer," 
"An Unexpected Ride on the Horns of an Elk," and several others. The primary focus of "The Crockett Almanac" 
was to tell exaggerated stories of Davy Crockett's actions in battle, hunting, and other exploits. These stories con-
tinued to grow the Crockett's legendary status after his death at the Alamo in 1836.  Crockett's status as an Ameri-
can folk hero has been constant throughout his lifetime and into the modern era. #0628 
 

 
First English Edition. "Six Metaphysical Meditations; Wherein it is Proved that there is a 
God. And that Mans Mind is Really Distinct from His Body" was first written by French 
philosopher, mathematician, and scientist René Descartes under the title "Meditationes de 
Prima Philosophia," which was first published in 1641 in Latin. The present work is the first 
English edition published in 1680 in London and was translated by William Molyneux. This 
work also includes commentary by Thomas Hobbes and a short biography of Descartes 
written by Molyneux. "Meditations" is considered one of Descartes's most famous works 

and is still used by philosophy departments in universities and colleges today. It is a philosophical treatise made up 
of six meditations and consists of details of Descartes's Metaphysical system.  Descartes influence on philosophy 
cannot be overstated; he is called the father of modern western philosophy. It is thought much of western philoso-
phy is a response to his writings and they are studied closely even today. #1074 
 

 
First published in 1845, "Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass" is the first of three 
autobiographical slave narratives written by Frederick Douglass and was followed by "My 
Bondage and My Freedom" and "Life and Times of Frederick Douglass." Written while 
Douglass was a fugitive slave, "Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass" describes the 
events of Douglass's life as a slave and his aspiration to become a free man. In addition, the 
work is seen as a treatise on abolition.  The volume includes a preface by William Lloyd 
Garrison and a letter by Wendell Phillips on behalf of Douglass. Within four months of its 
publication, the volume sold 5,000 copies and by 1860 approximately 30,000 copies were 

sold. Upon its publication, Douglass traveled abroad to England and Ireland for two years in fear of being recap-
tured in the United States by his owner. It was while he was traveling aboard that he was able to garner enough 
supporters who helped him purchase his emancipation from his legal owner. Today, the volume is considered one 
of the most influential works in literature and it helped fuel the early 19th 
century abolitionist movement in the United States.  #0109 
 
 

René Descartes 
Six Metaphysical 

Meditations   
1680 

First English  
Edition  

Frederic Douglass 
Narrative of the 
Life of Frederick 

Douglass, an 
American Slave 

1846 

Crockett Almanac 
of 1839  

1838 

7 



 

 
 
 

 
 
First Edition. Written by Ralph Waldo Emerson and first published in 1841, "Essays," also 
known as "Essays: First Series," is a collection of twelve essays that includes: "History," 
"Self-Reliance," "Compensation," "Spiritual Laws," "Love," "Friendship," "Prudence," 
"Heroism," "The Over-Soul," "Circles," "Intellect" and "Art." The essays concern transcen-
dentalism, a philosophical movement developed in the 1820s and 1830s. Transcendental-
ism's fundamental belief is in the inherent goodness of people and nature. Of the treatises 
included in "Essays," Emerson's most popular work was "Self-Reliance," an essay examin-

ing the nature of the self and the grounding of universal reliance as well as the avoidance of conformity and false 
consistence. Upon its publication, "Essays" established Emerson as a major literary figure and the volume was one 
of the most influential works of the nineteenth century.  #0115 
 
 

 
Second English Edition. This hugely popular Renaissance text "The Praise of Folie," also 
known as "Praise of Folly," by Desiderius Erasmus and was published in 1549. It was trans-
lated by Sir Thomas Chaloner and contains a woodcut title page border and illustrations 
throughout the volume. "Praise of Folly" was written as an essay in 1509 in Latin while stay-
ing at the home of Sir Thomas More and was first published in 1511.  The work is a satire 
of superstitions, traditions of European society, and the Roman Catholic Church. Erasmus' 
"Praise of Folly" played a significant role in the early stages of the Protestant Reformation 
and was one of the most renowned works of the Renaissance. #0120 
 
 
 

 
 
Presumed First Edition, with an engraved title page. This volume is a collection of works by  
American polymath Benjamin Franklin entitled, "Select Pieces." It was printed in 1801 near 
Ludlow, England and sold in London. The volume includes "Preliminary Address to 'Poor 
Richard's Almanac'," "Advice to a Young Tradesman," "Morals of Chess," "A Parable 
against Persecution," and several other works. Franklin often wrote using pseudonyms. He 
contributed articles and poems to several newspapers, journals, and magazines on various 
topics, some which are included in this volume. Franklin also was a successful publisher, 

who published "Poor Richard's Almanac," which was printed from 1732 to 1758 and sold 10,000 copies a year. He 
also published "The General Magazine and Historical Chronicle for all the British Plantations in America," a 
monthly magazine that was printed from January to June in 1741. Franklin was one of America's most versatile 
statesmen, scientists, and philosophers, and, with his scientific, political, and various other accomplishments, is 
one of America's most influential Founding Fathers. #0904 
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French Broadside. Entitled, "Jugement du Tribunal Revolutionnaire Établi a 
Arras, qui Conáamne Joseph Delattre, Ex-receveur de la Ci-devant Abbaye d'Etrun, 
Demeurant a Arras …" this broadside was published in 1793 during the early days of the 
Reign of Terror. The topic of this piece is the judgment of the Revolutionary Tribunal 
against Joseph Delattre, who was condemned to death for being "an author or accomplice 
in the conspiracy plotted against the People of France and her Liberty." Delattre was a for-
mer tax collector at the Abbey of Etrun and financial supporter of the Abbess of Etrun. He 
was specifically accused of attempting to purchase the Abbey of Etrun to maintain it as a 
counter-revolutionary rallying point. The Reign of Terror was a ten-month period during 
the French Revolution that began after the formation of the First French Republic known 
notably for revolutionary actions, allegations of treason, and anticlerical attitudes. By the 

end of the Reign of Terror, over 16,000 official death sentences were given out throughout France, not including 
those who died in prison awaiting trial. #0131 
 

 
First Edition of the Second Impression in Italian. A rare and important issue of Galileo Gal-
ilei's "Dialogo di Galileo Galilei linceo matematico supremo dello studio di padova…" bet-
ter known as "Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems." This volume is the first 
edition to appear with the appended letters of Galileo and Foscarini, Kepler's 
"Commentario," and woodcut diagrams and illustrations. In this work, Galileo compares the 
Copernican system, where the planets orbit the Sun, and the Ptolemaic system, where the 
Universe revolves around the Earth, determining that the Copernican system is the most 
viable. First published in Italian in 1632 under license from the Inquisition, Galileo was sub-
sequently found to be a heretic by the Catholic Church because of the ideas presented in 
"Dialogo." Galileo was placed under house arrest for the rest of his life and he eventually 
recanted his ideas. "Dialogo" was placed on the Index of Forbidden Books and was not re-
moved from the list until 1835. #0577 
 

 
 
First American Edition, with fold-out map, only Volume I and II present. "A History of the 
Life and Voyages of Christopher Columbus" was published as a three-volume set in United 
States in 1828; a four-volume set was printed in Britain the same year. Washington Irving 
was an American writer, historian, and diplomat. His best-known works are the short stories 
"Rip Van Winkle" and "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow." This work is a fictional biographical 
account of Columbus and is one of the earliest examples of historical fiction. Irving also 
perpetuated the myth that Columbus's voyages finally convinced Europeans that the Earth 
was not flat. This fictitious account was the most popular work on Columbus in America 
until the biography "Admiral of the Ocean Sea" by Samuel Eliot Morison was published in 

1942. #0709-0710 
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Eighth American Edition, with frontispiece, folding map, and folding table. Thomas Jeffer-
son's "Notes on the State of Virginia" was written mostly in 1781; he later revised and en-
larged the work between 1782 and 1783. It was first published anonymously in Paris in 
1785 and a French translation appeared in 1786. However, the first public English edition 
was published in London in 1787. The work is Jefferson's second full-length book pub-
lished during his lifetime. "Notes" originated as a request for information about Virginia 
made to members of the Continental Congress by François Barbé-Marbois, the Secretary to 
the French delegation in Philadelphia, in 1780. Jefferson, then the Governor of Virginia, 

was given the list of inquiries and soon began the task of responding. The work is a collection of information 
about Virginia including geography, economy, government, manners, history, and other various topics. "Notes" 
also included several of Jefferson's most notable remarks about his thoughts and beliefs on politics, government, 
and individual liberty. Today, "Notes" is considered a valuable source of information about the natural history of 
Virginia as well as eighteenth century political and social life.  #0655 
 
 

 
Complete and Unabridged Edition, with illustrated engravings. "The Trial of the Alleged 
Assassins and Conspirators at Washington City, D.C., May and June, 1865. For the Murder 
of President Abraham Lincoln. Full of Illustrative Engravings" contains the full and verba-
tim report of testimony of all the witnesses in the trial with the argument of Reverdy John-
son on the Jurisdiction of the Commission as well as arguments of Counsel on both sides. 
It also includes items of facts and interest not included in other works. Abraham Lincoln, 
16th President of the United States, was assassinated on April 14, 1865 by stage actor John 
Wilkes Booth. Lincoln was attending the play "Our American Cousin" at Ford's Theatre in 
Washington, D.C. He was the first United States president to be assassinated. The assassi-

nation was part of a conspiracy to revive the Confederate cause by eliminating three vital officials of the United 
States government, including Vice President Andrew Johnson and Secretary of State William H. Seward. The plot 
would ultimately fail beyond Lincoln's death. Booth was killed after a twelve-day manhunt and conspirators Lewis 
Powell, David Herold, George Atzerodt, and Mary Surratt were later hanged for their parts in the plot. Lincoln is 
remembered as being one of the greatest United States presidents by scholars and the public. He is also seen as a 
national martyr and champion for human liberty.  #1378 
 

 
 
First Collected Edition in German, with woodcut initials. "Der Sechste teil der Bucher des 
Ehrnwirdigen Herrn Doctoris Martini Lutheri…" ("The Sixth Part of the Books of the 
Honorable Doctor Martin Luther") is a collection of several texts by the German Protestant 
reformer Martin Luther published in 1553 in Wittenberg. The copy seen here is missing its 
title page. This volume contains Luther's views on clerical marriage, merchants and usury, 
and his interpretations of the Scriptures in the New Testament; a table of contents is also 
found at the beginning of the work. Perhaps the most notable of Luther's works in this col-
lection is "To the Christian Nobility of the German Nation" (pages 569-592), first published 
in August 1520, it is the first of three essays, followed by "On the Babylonian Captivity of 
the Church" and "Liberty of a Christian Man." In the tract, Luther first outlined, in vernac-
ular German, his doctrines of the universal priesthood and two kingdoms. This is one of 
many doctrines that helped form the foundations of the Protestant Christian doctrine. 
#0213 
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First Edition, in two volumes with large design initials and facsimile of the original Caxton 
text. These volumes contain renowned English writer Sir Thomas Malory's work "Le Morte 
Darthur," edited with an introduction and glossary by H. Oskar Sommer and an essay on 
Malory's prose style by Andrew Lang. William Caxton published his version of "Le Morte 
Darthur" in 1485; these volumes are a reworked version of the already existing tales. This 
edition follows the already existing stories of King Arthur, Guinevere, Lancelot, Merlin, and 
the Knights of the Round Table, while adding original material created by Malory.  The sto-

ry of King Arthur and the nights of the round table has been one of the most lasting legends in world history. Mal-
ory originally translated the story from a book originating around the 15th century and continues to be printed to-
day.  #1222-1223 
 
 

 
In English and French, with marginalia and ornamental woodcut headpieces and initials. 
"The True Prophecies or Prognostications of Michael Nostradamus, Physician to Henry II. 
Francis II. and Charles IX. Kings of France, and One of the Best Astronomers that Ever 
Were. A Work Full of Curiosity and Learning" was written by French physician, astrologer, 
and reputed seer Michael Nostradamus (Michel de Nostredame). It was first published un-
der the title "Les Prophéties" in French in 1555 and in English in 1672; the present work 
was published in 1685 in London. The work was translated by French apothecary Theophi-
lus de Garencières. This volume consists of 942 quatrains, a type of poem that consists of 
four lines, that purportedly predict future events, especially disasters, such as droughts, 
plagues, and attacks. The prophecies do not follow a chronological order and was written 
with a combination of French, Greek, Latin, and Occitan. Some scholars believe the Nostra-

damus used his predications as a resource to elude the Holy Inquisition, from being persecuted for heresy. Nostra-
damus and his prophecies are a well-known part of modern popular culture. #1360 
 

 
 
Third Edition. "A New View of Society: or, Essays on the Formation of the Human Charac-
ter Preparatory to the Development of a Plan for Gradually Ameliorating the Condition of 
Mankind" was first published in London in 1817, the same year as the present edition. Rob-
ert Owen was a Welsh textile manufacturer, social reformer, and philanthropist and is well 
known for his progressive views on labor, childhood education, and community govern-
ment. He also was one of the first to champion the idea of an eight-hour workday. Owen 
fully embraced a socialist world view beginning in 1817, when he proposed an experimental 

socialist community that focused on self-sufficiency and a collective approach to the education of children. His 
utopian view rarely changed throughout his life and he even purchased the town of New Harmony, Indiana in 
1825 in hopes to establish a utopian society; the town lasted as an Owenite community until 1827. Robert Owen's 
views were influential, with some ideas serving as the groundwork for "Capital" by Karl Marx and Friedrich En-
gels, and are still felt today. #0677 
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First Edition in French. "Du Contract Social; ou, Principes du Droit Politique" ("The Social 
Contract") was written by philosopher Jean Jacques Rousseau and published in 1762 in Am-
sterdam by Chez Marc Michel Rey. "The Social Contract" establishes Rousseau's theory 
which examines the best way to create a political community amidst problems of commer-
cial society. Rousseau opens the treatise with "man is born free; and everywhere he is in 
chains;" referring to how governments have limited individual freedom rather than letting it 
exist; he offers a way to examine existing governments and their problems both politically 
and economically. Further, he argues against the notation monarchs having divine rights to 

legislate, and he states only the sovereign people have that right. Upon its publication, "The Social Contract" was 
very popular and inspired political reforms in Europe. It is considered to be Rousseau's greatest work. #0299 
 
 

 
Second Folio Edition. Seen here is "The Famous History of the Life of King Henry the 
Eight," more commonly known as "Henry VIII," from "Mr. William Shakespeares Come-
dies, Histories, and Tragedies." It is a historical play written by English playwright and poet 
William Shakespeare that was first published in the First Folio in 1623, with the Second Fo-
lio (present here) being published in 1632 in London. The play is predominantly sourced 
from English chronicler Raphael Holinshed's "Chronicles" and is primarily concerned with 
Henry the VIII's divorce from Catherine of Aragon; his marriage to Anne Boleyn; the exe-
cution of the Duke of Buckingham; the fall of Thomas Wolsey; the rise of Thomas Cran-
mer; and the baptism of the future Queen Elizabeth I. The play makes no mention of Anne 
Boleyn's beheading or Henry the VIII's other four wives. The first recorded performance of 
"Henry VII" on June 29, 1613 is especially notable because a fire during the performance 
resulted in the destruction of the Globe Theatre. William Shakespeare and his works have 
been translated into practically every living language and his plays have been performed 
more than any other playwright; the lasting influence of his works on literature and theatre 
cannot be overstated.  #1435 
 

 
 
First Edition in Book Form. "The Man Versus the State" is a collection of four articles on 
political theory by Herbert Spencer that were originally published in the British magazine 
called "The Contemporary Review;" the articles included in the work are: "The New Tory-
ism," "The Coming Slavery," "The Sins of Legislators," and "The Great Political Supersti-
tion." In "The Man Versus the State," Spencer wrote he believes corruption is forming 
within the liberal ideology due to statist ideas and warns of "the coming slavery." He also 
asserts that liberalism is going through a transformation, where the obsession with the state 

will lead to absolute power of the national government. "The Man Versus the State" is a strong argument for indi-
vidualism, limited government, and a laissez faire economy. Spencer was one of the most famous and influential 
European intellectuals of the latter half of the nineteenth century. #0447 
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Second Issue of the First Edition. Entitled, "Address to the Legislature of New-York, 
Adopted By The State Woman's Rights Convention, Held at Albany, Tuesday and Wednes-
day, February 14 and 15, 1854," this speech was written by American suffragist and aboli-
tionist Elizabeth Cady Stanton. In 1854, Stanton received an invitation to address the New 
York Legislature concerning the legal difficulties that faced women at that time. The speech 
was reported, printed, circulated as a tract, and presented to New York legislature lawmak-
ers since Stanton was not permitted to deliver the address in person.  "Address to the Legis-
lature of New-York " was adopted by the State Woman's Rights Convention held at Albany, 
New York in February 1854. Though the campaign in 1854 failed to gain traction, the Mar-
ried Women's Property Law of 1860, which granted married women the right to "own 
property, engage in business, manage their income, sue and be sued, and be joint guardian 
of their children," passed in part because of this address. #1224 
 

 
 
First Edition, Second State, with portrait and illustrations. Written by American writer Mark 
Twain (Samuel Langhorne Clemens), "A Tramp Abroad" was published in Hartford, Con-
necticut and London in 1880. It includes 328 illustrations by Walter Francis Brown, True 
Williams, Benjamin Henry Day, William Wallace Denslow, and other artists with three or 
four drawings by Twain. "A Tramp Abroad" contains a mixture of autobiographical and fic-
tional events that details a journey through central and southern Europe by the author with 
his friend Harris (a fictional character created for the book and based on his friend Joseph 
Twichell). Throughout their travel they encounter situations that are humorous by their reac-

tions to them and the illustrations add to the wit of the work. Also, the volume contains six short essays in the ap-
pendix on various topics including "The Portier,"  the role of the portier in European hotels; "Heidelberg Castle," 
an account of Heidelberg Castle; "The College Prison," an essay on College Prisons in Germany; "The Awful Ger-
man Language," a humorous tract on the German language; "The Legend of the Castle," a short story; and 
"German Journals," a satirical essay on German newspapers. #0366 
 
 

 
First Edition.  Written by British feminist writer Mary Wollstonecraft, "Letters Written Dur-
ing a Short Residence in Sweden, Norway, and Denmark" is a personal travel narrative and 
an autobiographical memoir, published in 1796. The volume consists of twenty-five letters 
on various topics over the course of Wollstonecraft's three months in Scandinavia. Woll-
stonecraft undertook the tour to retrieve a stolen treasure ship for her lover Gilbert Imlay, 
whose relationship was strained.  The work includes topics such as sociological reflections on 
Scandinavia, philosophical questions regarding identity, as well as Wollstonecraft's feelings 
with her relationship with Imlay.  "Letters" was the last work published during Wollstone-
craft's lifetime. It was one of her most popular books in the 1790s and was reviewed favora-
bly by many critics.    
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