
dress for success

TIPS FOR SUCCESS IN ANY BUSINESS SITUATION
When in doubt, dress conservatively.

Stick with solid colors and tighter-woven fabrics or simple patterns.

Accessories should be kept simple: basic pumps, modest jewelry, light makeup, and only light perfume or aftershave.

Wear a belt and a watch. The belt should match the shoes.

Be sure your hair (including beard) is neatly trimmed or groomed. Avoid the “messy look.”

Shirts with lettering or graphics should not be worn.

Business Casual vs. Professional
Decoding the dress code for interviews and professional events.

BUSINESS CASUAL / PROFESSIONAL

can be added for a 
classy look

More colors and 
patterns are 
acceptable

Khaki pants, nice 

length skirt

Flats or heels 
acceptable

Suit 
pants, 
slacks,  

or skirt

Skirts and 
dresses 

should be 
appropriate 

length. 

Low heels 
acceptable

BUSINESS CASUAL / PROFESSIONAL

Jacket or vest 
can be added 
for classy look

Collared or 
polo shirt

More patterns 
and colors 
acceptable

Tie optional

Khaki pants or 
nice trousers

pants should 
match – wear 
black, grey, or 

navy blue

Dress shirt 
and tie

Dress shoes 
& belt should 

match

Ask the CMC how you can receive assistance purchasing professional attire. 
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