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Taysha Williams,
Managing Director,
Texas Tech Innovation Hub

Every year unfolds like a story, and 2024 has been a headline-worthy chapter for the Texas Tech Innovation Hub. This year’s narrative 
is defined by remarkable milestones, groundbreaking partnerships, and bold strides toward the future. Together, we’ve demonstrated 
the transformative power of innovation, entrepreneurship, and collaboration in creating lasting impact.

This year, we proudly joined forces with the Pantex Plant to host the inaugural Pantex Innovation Challenge. Through this exciting 
partnership, students were introduced to real-world national security challenges and tasked with developing innovative solutions. This 
initiative highlighted how collaboration can foster critical problem-solving skills and empower students to tackle issues that have the 
potential to change the world.

With generous donor support, we launched the Industry Advancement Technology Accelerator, an initiative marking a historic step for 
the Hub. This program also allowed us to introduce our first-ever Entrepreneur in Residence, who has been instrumental in mentoring 
startups and guiding them toward success.

We’re also thrilled to announce the launch of the Club for Innovation, a philanthropic platform designed to build an endowment for 
innovation and entrepreneurship. This forward-thinking initiative ensures the Hub will continue inspiring and supporting innovators for 
generations to come.

The cornerstone of the Innovation Hub is our extraordinary network of 69 mentors who have provided over 4,000 hours of guidance to 
our startups this year alone. Their dedication is a testament to the vibrant community we’ve built together.

Our startups have achieved incredible milestones this year, raising $18.2 million in investment capital and $5.8 million in customer 
revenue. They have also created 591 jobs to date. These achievements highlight the significant economic impact of innovation and 
entrepreneurship. 

Another historic first: the Hub hosted an international innovation program in Costa Rica, engaging 30 researchers from five Costa 
Rican universities, including Texas Tech Costa Rica. This milestone underscores the global reach of our mission.

 As we reflect on these accomplishments, I am reminded that the story of the Texas Tech Innovation Hub is
still being written. The future holds even greater promise, and we are excited for what lies 
ahead.

I want to express my deepest gratitude to the leaders at Texas Tech for their unwavering 
dedication to serving our students, faculty, and community. I also extend heartfelt thanks to the 
Lubbock Economic Development Alliance for their support of our programs and all they do for 
the broader West Texas community. And last, but certainly not least, my sincere appreciation 
goes to the incredible Innovation Hub team for their relentless pursuit of excellence in 
supporting our thriving startup community!

Here’s to another year of groundbreaking headlines! 

Sincerely,

Taysha Williams
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