
Dear TTU Researchers:

The National Science Foundation is seeking direct input from faculty, students, and the nation on the Foundation’s next 
round of grand challenges. The agency is gathering this input online through a web-presence branded the NSF “Idea 
Machine”. The web announcement of this initiative can be found at: https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/
nsf2026ideamachine/index.jsp

The window for submitting your grand challenge concepts will last from August 31st through October 26th. The agency is 
framing this as a competition. Submissions will initially be culled to a small number, which will be invited to submit brief 
video pitches, and ultimately to come to NSF for in-person pitches (presentations) by the finalists. NSF is offering recognition 
including prizes for the best ideas.

While NSF is looking for overarching, scientifically challenging themes for their grand challenges (current examples
include Harnessing the Data Revolution, Navigating the New Arctic, and The Quantum Leap), they are also looking for 
research initiatives that have the potential to create a tangible societal benefit.

I have been continually impressed by the ability of TTU faculty to think big in scientific terms, and propose programs that 
connect to critical regional, national, and global needs. In line with our capability, I would like to see TTU provide a significant 
number of entries to NSF’s Idea Machine competition. Our ideas are competitive compared with those of our peers, and I 
believe we have the chance to win this competition!

Consequently, TTU will be running its own parallel Grand Challenge competition! You enter simply by submitting your idea to 
the NSF Idea Machine competition, and sending a copy of your submission to the TTU Office of the Vice President for 
Research (techvpr@ttu.edu). To incentivize researchers to participate in this process, our best ideas will be highlighted in an 
Idea Pitch competition held at the Hub in early November. The Research Office plans to offer cash prizes for this internal 
competition. Further details about the TTU competition will be forthcoming in September.

I hope many of you will choose to participate in framing the next set of grand challenges for the nation’s premier agency 
supporting basic research. We expect grand challenge concepts submitted by TTU researchers to aid in developing new 
strategic initiatives for research investment at TTU.

I wish you the best of luck in the Idea Machine competition!
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