
The Drug Wheel
Adapted from the Drug Wheel from Alcohol and Drug Foundation (2021). 

S
T
IM

U
L
A
N

T
S

DEPRESSANTS

O
P
IO

ID
S

C ANNABINOIDS

AFFECT 
BRAIN 

FUNCTION 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 

MEMORY,  LEARNING, 
AT TENTION, & DECISION 

MAKING

SIDE EFFECTS:  EUPHORIA,  MEMORY 
IMPAIRMENT, LACK OF CONCENTRATION & 

PERCEPTION, ANXIET Y,  PARANOIA,  
DEPRESSION, HALLUCINATIONS,  

AND DELUSIONS.

BLOCK PAIN SIGNALS 
BETWEEN BRAIN & BODY

SIDE EFFECTS:  RELAXATION, 
EUPHORIA,  DROWSINESS,  

CONFUSION, SLOW 
BREATHING &HEART RATE,  

& VITAL ORGAN 
DAMAGE.

INHIBIT FUNCTION OF THE 
NERVOUS SYSTEM & SLOW MESSAGES 

BETWEEN THE BRAIN & BODY

SIDE EFFECTS:  DROWSINESS,  
RELAXATION, DECREASED 

INHIBIT ION, & CHANGES IN 
CONCENTRATION AND 

COORDINATION. 
ACCELERATE 

MESSAGES 
BETWEEN THE BRAIN 
& NERVOUS SYSTEM

SIDE EFFECTS:  FEELING 
MORE AWAKE,  ALERT,  
CONFIDENT,  & ENERGETIC;  
HALLUCINOGENS HAVE 
ADDED EFFECT OF 
HALLUCINATIONS
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ALCOHOL  BENZODIAZEPINES,  & GHB
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