
The Drug Wheel
Adapted from the Drug Wheel from Alcohol and Drug Foundation (2021). 
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C A N N A B I N O I D S

A F F E C T  
B R A I N  

F U N C T I O N  
R E S P O N S I B L E  F O R  

M E M O R Y ,  L E A R N I N G ,  
AT T E NT I O N ,  &  D E C I S I O N  

M A K I N G

S I D E  E F F E C T S :  E U P H O R IA ,  M E M O R Y  
IM PA I R M E NT ,  L A C K  O F  C O N C E NT R AT I O N  &  

P E R C E P T I O N ,  A NX I E T Y ,  PA R A N O IA ,  
D E P R E S S I O N ,  HA L LU C I NAT I O N S ,  

A N D  D E LUS I O N S .

B LO C K  PA I N  S I G NA L S  
B E T W E E N  B R A I N  &  B O DY

S I D E  E F F E C T S :  R E L A X AT I O N ,  
E U P H O R IA ,  D R OW S I N E S S ,  

C O N F US I O N ,  S LOW  
B R E AT H I N G  & H E A RT  R AT E ,  

&  V ITA L  O R G A N  
DA M A G E .

I N H I B IT  F U N C T I O N  O F  T H E  
N E R V O US  S Y S T E M  &  S LOW  M E S S A G E S  

B E T W E E N  T H E  B R A I N  &  B O DY

S I D E  E F F E C T S :  D R OW S I N E S S ,  
R E L A X AT I O N ,  D E C R E A S E D  

I N H I B IT I O N ,  &  C HA N G E S  I N  
C O N C E NT R AT I O N  A N D  

C O O R D I NAT I O N .  
A C C E L E R AT E  

M E S S A G E S  
B E T W E E N  T H E  B R A I N  

&  N E R V O US  S Y S T E M

S I D E  E F F E C T S :  F E E L I N G  
M O R E  AWA K E ,  A L E RT ,  
C O N F I D E NT ,  &  E N E R G E T I C ;  
HA L LU C I N O G E N S  HAV E  
A D D E D  E F F E C T  O F  
HA L LU C I NAT I O N S
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ALCOHOL  BENZODIA ZEPINES,  & GHB
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RECRE AT IONAL, MEDICINAL ,  & S YNT HE T IC C ANNABINOIDS


