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Tips for a successful Hub City Fest 
Welcome to Hub City Fest, Texas Tech’s high-energy welcome event designed to connect 
your business or organization with 3,000+ Red Raiders, many of whom are new to Lubbock! 
Here’s how to create an engaging, student-friendly booth that leaves a lasting impression. 

����� Make Your Booth Stand Out 
Design a space students want to explore. 

• Be bold & creative: Use bright colors, themed decorations, streamers, or even lights to 
draw attention. Consider a theme that reflects your brand or college life. 

• Dress the part: Coordinated outfits, fun costumes, or Texas Tech gear make your team 
more approachable. 

• Add school spirit: Incorporate red and black, Raiderland slogans, or fun Texas Tech 
touches to build connection and school pride. 

• Clear signage: Help students know at a glance who you are and what you offer. 

���� Offer Freebies They’ll Remember 
Useful + fun = high-impact swag. 

• Practical giveaways: Students love free stuff they’ll actually use—think tote bags, 
reusable straws, first-aid kits, highlighters, stickers, or stress balls. 

• Branded items: Include your logo on items or attach a small card with info about your 
business and how to follow up. 

• Snacks draw crowds: Individually wrapped items like granola bars, candy, or fruit 
snacks go fast and create good vibes. 

������ Add Games & Interactive Fun 
Quick, easy games are great conversation starters. 

• Simple games = big draw: Bring a spin wheel, ring toss, Plinko, or mini bean bag 
game. 

• Guessing or trivia games: “How many candies in the jar?” or “Which movie is this 
quote from?” Make it quick and on-brand. 

• Challenge cards: Get students moving with quick prompts like “Do 5 jumping jacks 
for a sticker” or “Share your major to spin the wheel.” 

���� Connect with Students 
Be welcoming, curious, and personal. 

• Start conversations: Ask where they’re from, what they’re excited about, or what 
brought them to your booth. 

• Make it personal: Friendly staff with enthusiasm and energy leave the biggest 
impression. 

• Conversation tools: Use fun “this or that” polls, sticker voting jars, or scratch-off cards 
to keep it light and engaging. 

������������ Promote an Event or Incentive 
Drive post-event traffic to your business. 
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• Invite them to something fun: Promote an upcoming event (like game night, live 
music, a special class, etc.) using a flyer, postcard, or small handout. 

• Exclusive student offers: Include a coupon or “bring this card back” incentive like: 
o “Bring this to get 10% off your first visit!” 
o “Show this flyer and get free popcorn on Sept. 5!” 

• Create mystery: Use fun messaging like “Bring this card for a surprise treat!” 

������ Build Engagement On & Off the Booth 
Turn in-person interest into long-term connection. 

• Social media follow challenge: Ask students to follow your account on the spot for a 
chance to win a prize or get a freebie. 
“Follow us on Instagram and show us for a free sticker!” 

• Story prompts or polls: Use an Instagram Story with a poll or question box like “What’s 
your major?” or “Best college study snack?” and invite students to reply or vote. 

• Interactive post tie-ins: Encourage students to like or comment on a specific post 
(“Comment your favorite pizza topping on our post for a chance to win!”). 

• Raffle entries: Collect names or student emails for a prize drawing — this works great 
when paired with a follow or a quick game. 

������ Be Prepared, Organized & Efficient 
Come ready for crowds and make every moment count! 

• Bring plenty of materials: Expect 3,000+ students — better to have too much than not 
enough. 

• Keep it clean & accessible: A well-organized table and open space invite more 
students in. 

• Quick-reference info: Share a flyer or card with your hours, location, student specials (if 
applicable), or a QR code to learn more. 

• Prioritize quick, meaningful interactions: With so many students attending, aim for 
simple, high-impact experiences that let you connect with more people. 

������������� Have Fun & Show You Care 
Your energy sets the tone. 

• Enjoy the experience: If you’re excited to be there, students will feel it. 
• Encourage team participation: Everyone at your booth should be ready to smile, 

engage, and answer questions. 

By using these creative and practical tips, you'll create a booth that’s fun, welcoming, and 
unforgettable — even without making sales.  
 
Have questions? Reach out to the Student Engagement team at Texas Tech. We’re here to 
help, and we’re so glad to have you at Hub City Fest! 


