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WHERE’S THE WATER?







HOW MUCH WATER?







WHAT’S HAPPENING?



DECLINE FROM PRE-DEVELOPMENT THROUGH 2015

www.climate.gov







WHAT’S GOING TO HAPPEN?

















MODELS

• MODELS ARE BASED ON BEST AVAILABLE DATA AT THE TIME

• MODELS ARE ONLY AS GOOD AS THE DATA THAT GOES INTO THEM

• MODELS PREDICT POSSIBILITIES

• “ALL MODELS ARE WRONG, BUT SOME ARE USEFUL.” GEORGE BOX



NORTHERN OGALLALA













SOUTHERN HIGH PLAINS













SUMMARY

• THE OGALLALA HAS BEEN STUDIED IN DEPTH FOR YEARS

• THE OGALLALA AQUIFER IS RELATIVELY UNIFORM AND EASIER FOR MODELS TO SIMULATE

• WE HAVE REASONABLY ACCURATE METHODS OF DETERMINING THE STATUS OF OUR WATER



WHAT WILL HAPPEN IS UP TO US

POLICIES THAT WE ADOPT 

BASED ON THE SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION WE HAVE 

WILL DETERMINE WHERE WE ARE IN THE FUTURE



QUESTIONS?
AMY BUSH, P.G.

HYDROLOGIST, RMBJ GEO, INC.

HYDROGEEK@GMAIL.COM
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