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About me



• Interest in this program was truly unprecedented
• Around 850 projects were proposed
• The total requested was $20 billion
• Between the two funding pools, 141 projects were 

selected
• The first pool (ours) included 70 projects
• The second pool (TAWC’s) included 71 projects

USDA Climate-Smart Partnerships



• Farmers will adopt climate -smart practices
• Data will be collected at every step
• Compensation will come at the end of the crop season
• The average payment will be $50 per acre
• There will be an acreage cap of 500

Our Elevator Pitch



• The total budget is $65 million
• Farmers will receive $45 million
• Staffing will be added for $7 million
• Data collection, third -party verification and additional 

climate -smart sorghum research comprise the balance

Our Budget



• Based on carbon emissions associated with farming 
and producing ethanol with the grain

• Value of carbon emissions is based on the price of 
carbon set by the California fuel standard

• Fuel standards pay the most for carbon emissions and 
are growing in importance (there are now 66 globally)

Valuing Our Practices



Prospective Funding Partners



Approximate Value of Our Practices



• Water is the biggest threat to sorghum country
• A bolt -on project on water -smart sorghum is next
• Then, we plan to do a bolt -on project on nitrogen 

management

The Future



• Act quickly, but know that the airplane is still being 
built, even though it took off already

• Visit sorghumgrowers.com/ climatesmart
• Email me at john@sorghumgrowers.com

Interested in Participating?



Questions?
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