
 
 

iThenticate Guidance 
Faculty and researchers at Texas Tech University should not use iThenticate to assess 

student coursework. iThenticate is provided for use by faculty and researchers to screen 

grant proposals and scholarly papers. The AI Guidelines and Resources Committee 

(Teaching, Learning, and Professional Development Center) and the Office of Student 

Conduct suggest extreme caution when considering AI detection tools. Although tools 

such as the AI-companion feature of iThenticate are sometimes suggested as solutions to 

maintain academic integrity, there are significant concerns about their effectiveness. 

Generally speaking, an AI detection tool reviews the perplexity and predictability of the 

submitted text and produces a score representing the possibility that the text is derived 

from a machine. Documented problems include false positives, biases against non-native 

speakers, well-being of accused students, and issues with student privacy or ownership of 

the content. For more information, we strongly recommend reading about cautions with AI 

detectors. 

It is impossible to predict the future reliability of AI detectors, particularly as new versions 

of AI generators improve. For now, the bottom line is that AI detectors can only predict 

whether a piece is AI generated, and these predictions are not reliable enough to support 

decision-making in suspected cases of academic dishonesty. 

https://www.depts.ttu.edu/research/responsible-research/rcr.php
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/tlpdc/ai-resources/AI-Detectors.pdf
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/tlpdc/ai-resources/AI-Detectors.pdf
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/studentconduct/AcademicIntegrityResources/AcademicIntegrityFacultyGuide.pdf

