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A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  D E AN  N O E L  Z AH L E R
D e a r  F a c u lt y , S t u d e n t s , S t a ff  a n d  F r ie n d s  o f  t h e  C o lle g e ,

T h is  c o lu m n  w ill b e  m y  la s t  a s  D e a n  o f  t h e  J .T . &  M a rg a re t  Ta lk in g to n  
C o lle g e  o f  V is u a l &  P e r fo rm in g  A r t s .  A s  m o s t  o f  y o u  k n o w , I w ill re s ig n  
m y  p o s it io n  e ff e c t iv e  A u g u s t  3 1 , 2 0 2 0 .  In d e e d , it  h a s  b e e n  q u it e  a n  
e x p e r ie n c e .  I  a r r iv e d  a t  Te x a s  Te c h  in  t h e  m id s t  o f  c h a n g e .  A  n e w  
C h a n c e llo r, a  n e w  P re s id e n t , a n d  a  n e w  v is io n  h a d  b e e n  e s t a b lis h e d  
to  c o in c id e  w ith  a  n e w  s t a tu s , t h e  U n iv e r s it y  b e in g  c la s s ifi e d  a s  a  
C a rn e g ie  R 1 , v e r y  h ig h e s t  re s e a rc h  u n iv e r s it y .  R 1  u n iv e r s it ie s  a re  
re g a rd e d  a s  t h e  to p  u n iv e r s it ie s , k n o w n  fo r  t h e ir  a c a d e m ic  a n d  
re s e a rc h  e x c e lle n c e .  M y  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  s u c h  u n iv e r s it ie s  h a d  
b e e n  h o n e d  a t  tw o  to p -5 0  s u c h  in s t it u t io n s . S o  it  w a s  w ith  g re a t  
e n th u s ia sm  th a t  I lo o k e d  fo rw a rd  to  w o r k in g  w ith  s t u d e n t s , s t a ff , 
a n d  fa c u lt y  to  s u p p o r t  t h e  m is s io n  o f  t h e  U n iv e r s it y  a n d  h e lp  c re a te  
a  s t a n d a rd  o f  e x c e lle n c e  in  re s e a rc h  fo r  t h e  a r t s .  B u ild in g  a  c u lt u re  
o f  re s e a rc h  w ith  a  C o lle g e  t h a t  h a d  lim ite d  in te re s t  in  t h is  a re a  is  a  
c h a lle n g e , a n d  I b e lie v e  it  is  a n  o n g o in g  q u e s t .  T h a t  s a id , w e  h a v e  
b e e n  s u c c e s s fu l in  c re a t in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  f a c u lt y  re s e a rc h  t h ro u g h  
fu n d in g  f ro m  th e  C H  F o u n d a t io n , o r ig in a lly  a p p lie d  fo r  b y  m y  
im m e d ia te  p re d e c e s s o r, A n d re w  M a r t in , fo r  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  in  s e e d  g ra n t s  
fo r  p ro je c t s  e n c o m p a s s in g  t h e  A r t s  a n d  M e d ic in e .  T h a t  w o r k  w a s  s o  
s u c c e s s fu l t h a t  in  2 0 1 8 , t h e  J .T . &  M a rg a re t  Ta lk in g to n  C o lle g e  o f  V is u a l  
&  P e r fo rm in g  A r t s  re c e iv e d  t h e  fi r s t  fe d e ra l g ra n t  f ro m  th e  N a t io n a l  
E n d o w m e n t  fo r  t h e  A r t s  e v e r  a w a rd e d  to  Te x a s  Te c h  U n iv e r s it y  a n d  
th e  fi r s t  fe d e ra l fu n d in g  o f  re s e a rc h  fo r  t h is  C o lle g e . A d d it io n a lly , w e  
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p u t  in  p la c e  t h e  D e a n ’s  C re a t iv e  S c h o la r s h ip  A w a rd s—g ra n t s  o f  
$ 5 ,0 0 0  fo r  f a c u lt y  s t a r t in g  n e w  re s e a rc h  p ro je c t s .  To  d a te , a lm o s t  
$ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  in  a w a rd s  h a v e  b e e n  g ra n te d .

T h e  m o m e n tu m  o f  t h e s e  in it ia t iv e s  c o n t in u e d .  O v e r  t h e  p a s t  fo u r  
y e a r s , t o g e th e r, o u r  t e a m  h a s  r a is e d  m o re  t h a n  $ 4 8 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 .  T h is  
is  m o re  fi n a n c ia l s u p p o r t  t h a n  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  ra is e d  in  t h e  o v e r  1 8  
y e a r s  t h e  C o lle g e  h a s  b e e n  in  e x is t e n c e .  T h a t  fu n d in g  h a s  a llo w e d  
u s  to  b u ild  t h e  n e w  T h e a t re  a n d  D a n c e  C o m p le x , la u n c h  2 0  n e w  
A r t s  Ta le n t  B a s e d  S c h o la r s h ip s  (c o m p le m e n t in g  t h e  U n iv e r s it y ’s  
A c a d e m ic  P re s id e n t ia l s c h o la r s h ip s ), a s  w e ll a s  b ro a d e n  o u r  
re a c h  a n d  v is ib ilit y  n a t io n a lly  a n d  in te rn a t io n a lly .  W e  in it ia te d  
a  fe a s ib ilit y  s t u d y  fo r  a  n e w  S c h o o l o f  M u s ic  b u ild in g , m o u n te d  
a  c a m p a ig n  to  b e g in  fu n d in g  t h a t  c a u s e , a n d  s t a r t e d  to  re a c h  
o u t  to  o th e r  in s t it u t io n s  w ith in  t h e  U n it e d  S t a te s  a n d  g lo b a lly  
to  c re a te  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  f a c u lt y  a n d  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  h a d  n o t  
p re v io u s ly  e x is t e d .  To d a y , w e  e n jo y  p a r tn e r s h ip s  w ith : T T U  H e a lth  
S c ie n c e s  C e n te r, C o v e n a n t  C h ild re n ’s  H o s p it a l, C o v e n a n t  H o s p it a l, 
U M C  H e a lth  S y s te m , H o u s to n  M e th o d is t  H o s p it a l, L u b b o c k  
In d e p e n d e n t  S c h o o l D is t r ic t , L u b b o c k  S y m p h o n y  O rc h e s t ra , 
B a lle t  L u b b o c k , E a s t  L u b b o c k  P ro m is e  N e ig h b o rh o o d , In d ia n a  
U n iv e r s it y , S o u th  P la in s  C o lle g e , B ro o k h a v e n  C o lle g e , M c L e n n a n  
C o m m u n it y  C o lle g e , B lin n  C o lle g e , H o n g  K o n g  A c a d e m y  o f  t h e  
A r t s  (H o n g  K o n g , C N ), S o rb o n n e  (A b u  D h a b i, U A E ), A m e r ic a n  
U n iv e r s it y  o f  S h a r ja h  (U A E ), B ilk e n t  U n iv e r s it y  (A n k a ra , T u r k e y ), 
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S o o k m y u n g  W o m e n ’s  U n iv e r s it y  (S e o u l, K o re a ), K o re a  
N a t io n a l U n iv e r s it y  o f  T h e  A r t s  (S e o u l, K o re a ), C o m m u n ic a t io n  
U n iv e r s it y  o f  Z h e jia n g , (H a n g z h o u , C h in a ), R e n m in  U n iv e r s it y  
(B e ij in g , C h in a ), B e ij in g  N o rm a l U n iv e r s it y  (B e ij in g , C h in a ), a n d  
Z h e jia n g  U n iv e r s it y  o f  S c ie n c e  a n d  Te c h n o lo g y  (H a n g z h o u , 
C h in a ).

O u r  in te re s t  lo c a lly  a n d  re g io n a lly  c a n n o t  g o  u n m e n t io n e d .  
W h e n  I a r r iv e d  in  L u b b o c k , I a s k e d  tw o  q u e s t io n s : h o w  d o  
a r t s  d e a n s  in  Te x a s  c o m m u n ic a te , a n d  h o w  d o  t h e  5 2  n o n -
p ro fi t  c u lt u ra l o rg a n iz a t io n s  in  L u b b o c k  s h a re  in fo rm a t io n  
a n d  o p p o r tu n it y ?   R e g a rd in g  t h e  fo rm e r, A n d re w  D a v is , D e a n  
o f  t h e  C o lle g e  o f  A r t s  a t  t h e  U n iv e r s it y  o f  H o u s to n , a n d  I  
fo u n d e d  T h e  C o u n c il o f  Te x a s  F in e  A r t s  D e a n s .  T h e  in a u g u ra l  
m e e t in g  to o k  p la c e  a t  Te x a s  Te c h  in  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 7 , a n d  
a n n u a l m e e t in g s  h a v e  c o n t in u e d  to  b e  h o s te d  b y  m e m b e r  
in s t it u t io n s .  R e g a rd in g  t h e  la t t e r  q u e s t io n , t o g e th e r  w ith  
Te r r i D u n c a n  a n d  B e s s  H a le y , A r t s  L u b b o c k  w a s  fo u n d e d .  T h e  
o rg a n iz a t io n  h a s  p ro v id e d  a n  e c o n o m ic  im p a c t  s t u d y  fo r  a ll  
t h e  c u lt u ra l o rg a n iz a t io n s  o f  L u b b o c k  (fu n d e d  b y  t h e  L u b b o c k  
E c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t  A llia n c e ) t h a t  s h o w e d  th e  a r t s  a re  
re s p o n s ib le  fo r  c o n t r ib u t in g  to  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  a  y e a r  to  t h e  
L u b b o c k  e c o n o m y .  T h e  o rg a n iz a t io n  h a s  g o n e  o n  to  in fl u e n c e  
d o w n to w n  re d e v e lo p m e n t  w ith  t h e  L u b b o c k  4 0  Ye a r  L a n d  
U s e  P la n , a n d  m o s t  re c e n t ly  in  a s s is t in g  in  t h e  c re a t io n  o f  t h e  
p o s it io n  o f  D ire c to r  o f  t h e  L u b b o c k  C u lt u ra l A r t s  F o u n d a t io n  
(LC A F ).  T h e re  is  s t ill m u c h  im p o r t a n t  w o r k  fo r  t h is  o rg a n iz a t io n  
to  a c c o m p lis h  a n d , w ith  a ll t h e  b r illia n t  le a d e r s  o f  t h e  a r t s  in  
L u b b o c k , I h a v e  n o  d o u b t  t h e  o rg a n iz a t io n  w ill o n ly  c o n t in u e  
to  g a in  s t re n g th .  W e  a ls o  c o m m is s io n e d  a n  e c o n o m ic  im p a c t  
s t u d y  ju s t  fo r  t h e  J .T . &  M a rg a re t  Ta lk in g to n  C o lle g e  o f  V is u a l &  
P e r fo rm in g  A r t s .  T h a t  s t u d y  re in fo rc e d  fo r  o u r  s u p p o r te r s  a n d  
fu n d e r s  w h a t  a  fi n e  in v e s tm e n t  o u r  C o lle g e  is  in  t e rm s  o f  w h a t  
w e  g iv e  b a c k  to  t h e  L u b b o c k  c o m m u n it y .  T h e  d o c u m e n t  g a v e  
e v id e n c e  t h a t  o u r  C o lle g e  c o n t r ib u te s  $ 2 9 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  a n n u a lly  
to  t h e  L u b b o c k  e c o n o m y , a n d , if  w e  in c lu d e  o u r  c o n t r ib u t io n s  
in  a  2 0 0 -m ile  r a d iu s  a ro u n d  th e  c it y  w e  c o n t r ib u te  a n o th e r  
$ 2 3 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  fo r  a  to t a l o f  $ 5 2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 .

O v e r  t h e s e  p a s t  fo u r  y e a r s  w e  h a v e  a p p o in te d  a lm o s t  4 0  n e w  
te n u re d  a n d  t e n u re -t ra c k  fa c u lt y  (in c lu d in g  tw o  n e w  d ire c to r s ) 
w ith  o u t s t a n d in g  c a re e r s  a n d  c re d e n t ia ls .  W e  h a v e  m a d e  
p o s s ib le  d is t in g u is h e d  fa c u lt y  a p p o in tm e n t s  o f  p e o p le  lik e  o u r  
in te rn a t io n a lly  a c c la im e d , G ra m m y  w in n in g  a lu m n a , S u s a n  
G ra h am , a n d  P u lit z e r  P r iz e -w in n in g  p la y w r ig h t  D o u g  W r ig h t . 
W e  h a v e  a s s is t e d  w ith  S c h o o l o f  M u s ic  p e r fo rm a n c e s  a t  N e w  
Yo r k ’s  L in c o ln  C e n te r  a n d  th e  D a lla s  M e y e r s o n  S ym p h o n y  
C e n te r.  T h e  S c h o o l o f  T h e a t re  &  D a n c e  h a s , a m o n g  m a n y  
o th e r  v e n u e s , p e r fo rm e d  a t  t h e  P ro v in c e to w n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
Te n n e s s e e  W illia m s  T h e a t re  F e s t iv a l t h re e  y e a r s  in  a  ro w  a n d  
b e e n  re v ie w e d  in  t h e  N e w  Yo r k  T im e s  a n d  H u ffi n g to n  P o s t .  
T h e y  h a v e  a ls o  p e r fo rm e d  a t  B ilk e n t  U n iv e r s it y  in  A n k a ra  
T u r k e y , a n d  a t  t h e  A m e r ic a n  U n iv e r s it y  in  S h a r ja  (U n it e d  A ra b  
E m ira te s ).  T h e  a c t iv it y  o f  t h e ir  a n n u a l p a r t ic ip a t io n  a t  t h e  
K e n n e d y  C e n te r  A m e r ic a n  C o lle g e  T h e a t re  F e s t iv a l c o n t in u e d  
a s  t h e  a w a rd s  fo r  o u r  s t u d e n t s  p a r t ic ip a t in g  t h e re  c o n t in u e d  
to  in c re a s e  e v e r y  y e a r.  T h e  S c h o o l o f  A r t  is  a  m a jo r  p la y e r  in  
t h e  L u b b o c k  A r t s  d is t r ic t  a n d  h a s  c o n s is t e n t ly  h o s te d  n a t io n a l  

a n d  in te rn a t io n a l c o n fe re n c e s  h e re  o n  o u r  c a m p u s .  T h e  
A n im a t io n  &  P u b lic  E n g a g e m e n t  S y m p o s iu m  (A P E S ) h o s te d  
in  2 0 1 9  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  s u c c e s s fu l s u c h  c o n fe re n c e  
in  t h e  o rg a n iz a t io n ’s  h is to r y  w ith  p a r t ic ip a n t s  f ro m  lit e ra lly  
e v e r y w h e re  o n  t h e  g lo b e .

T h e  C o lle g e  is  b e in g  le f t  in  a  g re a t ly  e n h a n c e d  c o n d it io n  f ro m  
w h a t  I fo u n d  in  2 0 1 6 .  A ll t h e  p r io r it ie s  P re s id e n t  S c h o v a n e c  
a s k e d  to  b e  a c c o m p lis h e d  h a v e  b e e n  a c h ie v e d .  I t  is  m o s t  
im p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e  re c o g n iz e  t h a t  a s  w e  s t r iv e  fo r  e x c e lle n c e , 
w e  d o  s o  fo r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e  e d u c a te .  A ll o f  o u r  la b o r s  a re  to  
e n h a n c e  t h e ir  e d u c a t io n  a n d  th e  v a lu e  o f  t h e  d e g re e s  t h e y  
e a rn  w h ile  t h e y  a re  w ith  u s .  I  t h a n k  t h e  e n t ire  s t a ff  o f  t h e  J .T . 
&  M a rg a re t  Ta lk in g to n  C o lle g e  o f  V is u a l &  P e r fo rm in g  A r t s .  
T h e y  a ll h a v e  w o r k e d  w ith  p r id e , d e d ic a t io n  a n d  e n th u s ia sm  
to  h e lp  u s  m o v e  t h e  C o lle g e  fo rw a rd .  S p e c ia l t h a n k s  g o  to  
m y  c o lle a g u e s  A n d re w  M a r t in , B r ia n  S te e le , a n d  A n d re a  
B ilk e y  w h o  h a v e  a ll s h a re d  t h e  v is io n  o f  a  n a t io n a lly  a n d  
in te rn a t io n a lly  a c c la im e d  c o lle g e  a n d  w h o  h a v e  c a re fu lly , 
in te llig e n t ly , a n d  c o lle g ia lly  h e lp e d  m e  s te e r  a  n e w  p a th .  N o  
d e a n  c o u ld  a s k  fo r  a  b e t te r  a d m in is t ra t iv e  t e a m .  E q u a lly  
im p o r t a n t  to  t h a n k  a re  o u r  d ire c to r s , M a r k  C h a rn e y  (S c h o o l  
o f  T h e a t re  &  D a n c e ), R o b in  G e rm a n y  (In te r im  D ire c to r  o f  t h e  
S c h o o l o f  A r t ), a n d  K im  W a lk e r  (S c h o o l o f  M u s ic ).  I  w o u ld  
b e  re m is s  if  I  d id  n o t  m e n t io n  o u r  D ire c to r  o f  D e v e lo p m e n t , 
R o b in  P h illip s , w h o  h a s  w o r k e d  lo n g  a n d  h a rd  w ith  m e  a n d  
o u r  t e a m  to  a c h ie v e  t h e  fi n a n c ia l s u c c e s s e s  o f  t h is  C o lle g e .  
M y  g ra t it u d e  g o e s  o u t  to  t h e  D e a n ’s  In te rn a t io n a l C o u n c il  
o f  A d v is o r s , le d  b y  L in d a  W a lte r  a n d  P h ilip  M o n a g h a n , w h o  
h a v e  w o r k e d  s o  h a rd  to  h e lp  u s  in  e v e r y  w a y .  O f  c o u r s e , B e s s  
H a le y , Te r r i D u n c a n , a n d  C h a n c e llo r  R o b e r t  D u n c a n  h a v e  
b e e n  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  m o re  a s s is t a n c e  t h a n  a n y o n e  h a s  a  r ig h t  
to  re c e iv e .  C h r is t y  F a g a n  h a s  b e e n  th e  E x e c u t iv e  A s s o c ia te  
to  t h e  D e a n  fo r  t h e  la s t  tw o  y e a r s  a n d  n o  o n e  c o u ld  a s k  fo r  a  
m o re  a b le , lo y a l, o r  m o re  k n o w le d g e a b le  a s s is t a n t .  S h e  is  a  
p le a s u re  to  w o r k  w ith  a n d  h a s  k e p t  m e  o n  t a s k  d a ily .  M o s t  
o f  a ll, I  t h a n k  m y  w ife , C la ra , w h o  g a v e  m e  th e  f re e d o m  to  
c o m e  to  Te x a s  Te c h , p u t  u p  w ith  t h e  2 4 /7  h o u r s  o f  a  d e a n  
o n  a  m is s io n , a n d  w h o  h a s  n e v e r  re t re a te d  f ro m  th e  m a n y  
c h a lle n g e s  w e  h a v e  fa c e d  to g e th e r.

T h e re  a re  m a n y  w h o  I h a v e  n o t  m e n t io n e d  b y  n am e  w h o  
h a v e  c o n t r ib u te d  m ig h t ily  t o  o u r  w o r k , a n d  I t h a n k  y o u  a ll.  

W ith  m u c h  g ra t it u d e  a n d  p r id e ,

Noel Zahler 
N o e l Z a h le r, D .M .A .
D e a n  a n d  P ro fe s s o r
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T h e  J .T . &  M a rg a re t  Ta lk in g to n  C o lle g e  o f  V is u a l &  P e r fo rm in g  A r t s  is  

t h e  b e a t in g  h e a r t  o f  Te x a s  Te c h  U n iv e rs it y . W e ’re  a  c lo s e -k n it  c re a t iv e  

c o m m u n it y  w ith  a ll t h e  a d v a n ta g e s  a n d  re s o u rc e s  o f  a  w o r ld -c la s s  p u b lic  

u n iv e rs it y—an d  w e  b le e d  R a id e r  R e d ! O u r  s tu d e n t s  f ro m  a ll o v e r  t h e  w o r ld  

s h in e  w ith  Te x a s -s iz e d  am b it io n , c u r io s it y , a n d  c o m p a s s io n . Ta lk in g to n  

g ra d s  a re  t h e a t r ic a l s o u n d  d e s ig n e rs , in d e p e n d e n t  fi lm m a k e rs , a n d  m o d e rn  

d a n c e  te a c h e rs . T h e y ’re  g a lle r y  o w n e rs , e x p e r im e n ta l s c u lp to rs , a n d  C h ic a n o  

a r t  h is to r ia n s . T h e y ’re  s ym p h o n y  c o n d u c to rs , o p e ra  s in g e rs , a n d  B ro a d w a y  

p e r fo rm e rs .

C O L L E G E
O V E R V I E W

T H E  S C H O O L  O F  A R T  i s  a n  a d v e n t u r o u s  c o m m u n it y  o f  

in d iv id u a l i s t s  w o r k in g  in  a l l  f o rm s  o f  t r a d i t io n a l  a n d  n e w  

m e d ia . T h e  3 D  A r t  A n n e x  i s  a  c o n t e m p o r a r y  f a c i l i t y  f u l ly  

e q u ip p e d  fo r  w e ld in g , f o u n d r y  w o r k , a lt e r n a t iv e  c e r a m ic  

fi r in g : s a lt , s a g g a r, s o d a  a n d  w o o d , je w e lr y  d e s ig n  a n d  

m e t a ls m it h in g  a n d  s m a ll  m e t a ls  f o rm in g , 1 2 ” x  1 2 ” m e t a l  

d ie -fo rm in g , 3 D  p r in t in g , la s e r  c u t t in g , w o o d w o r k in g  a n d  

la r g e -s c a le  f a b r ic a t io n  o f  a l l  k in d s .  L a n d m a r k  A r t s  s p o n s o r s  

in n o v a t iv e  a n d  t h o u g h t -p r o v o k in g  e x h ib i t s  a n d  a  p u b l ic  

le c t u r e  s e r ie s .  S t u d io  A r t  a r e a s  p r o v id e  h a n d s -o n  w o r k s h o p s  

w it h  v i s i t in g  a r t i s t s , n a t io n a l  s y m p o s iu m s  in  s c u lp t u r e  a n d  

je w e l  d e s ig n /m e t a ls  a n d  m e t a lw o r k in g , a n d  m o r e .

T H E  S C H O O L  O F  M U S I C  a t  T e x a s  T e c h  U n iv e r s i t y ’s  J .T . &  

M a r g a r e t  T a lk in g t o n  C o l le g e  o f  V is u a l  &  P e r fo rm in g  A r t s  i s  

r a n k e d  # 5  o u t  o f  3 6 5  in  t h e  n a t io n  f o r  B e s t  V a lu e  f o r  V is u a l  

a n d  P e r fo rm in g  A r t s . W it h  6 7  in t e r n a t io n a l ly  r e c o g n iz e d  

p e r fo rm e r s , e d u c a t o r s , r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  6 5 0  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  

2 8  c o u n t r ie s , t h e  S c h o o l  o f  M u s ic  i s  c o -c r e a t in g  a  c u t t in g -

e d g e , g lo b a l ly  r e le v a n t  p r o g r a m  o f  m u s ic a l  a c c o m p lis h m e n t . 

O u r  M is s io n  i s  t o  e d u c a t e , in s p i r e , a n d  m e n t o r  a c c o m p lis h e d  

m u s ic  s c h o la r s , p e r fo rm e r s  a n d  e d u c a t o r s . W e  p r e p a r e  

p r o fe s s io n a l  m u s ic ia n s , e d u c a t o r s , a n d  in d u s t r y  le a d e r s  t o  

t a k e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e i r  f u t u r e s .

T H E  S C H O O L  O F  T H E A T R E  A N D  D A N C E  a n n u a l ly  

p r o d u c e s  t w o  s e a s o n s  o f  p r o d u c t io n s . W e  h a v e  a  m o s t ly  

f a c u lt y -d i r e c t e d  M a in s t a g e  S e a s o n  c o m p r is e d  o f  f o u r  

p la y s  a n d  o n e  d a n c e , a  fi v e -s h o w  L a b  s e a s o n  t h a t  u s e s  

s t u d e n t s  a n d  f a c u lt y  t o  d i r e c t  a n d  d e s ig n , a n d  a  s u m m e r  

p e r fo rm a n c e  la b  in  w h ic h  s t u d e n t s  d e v e lo p  p la y s  a n d  

d e v is e  w o r k s .  T h e  S c h o o l  o f  T h e a t r e  a n d  D a n c e  c o n s is t s  o f  

t w e n t y -s ix  f a c u lt y , n in e  p r o fe s s io n a l  s t a ff , a n d  a r o u n d  4 0  

t e a c h in g  a s s i s t a n t s  w h o  t e a c h , d i r e c t , a d m in is t r a t e , a n d  

f a c i l i t a t e . E n r o l lm e n t  w it h in  t h e  S c h o o l  v a c i l la t e s , b u t  w e  

g e n e r a l ly  h a v e  a r o u n d  1 3 0  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  B A  a n d  B FA  

m a jo r s  a n d  6 0  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  in  o u r  M A , M FA , a n d  P H D  

p r o g r a m s .

1
2
3

D O R O T H Y  C H A N S K Y : C o lle g e  o f  F e l lo w s  o f  th e  
Am e r ic a n  T h e a t re  In d u c te e

D r. C h a n s k y  w a s  c h o s e n  fo r  in d u c t io n  in t o  t h e  
C o l le g e  o f  F e l lo w s  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  T h e a t r e , a n d  
u n d e r  n o rm a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s , s h e  w o u ld  h a v e  h a d  
t h e  c e r e m o n y  c e le b r a t in g  t h e  h o n o r  r ig h t  a f t e r  t h e  
K C A C T F  N a t io n a l  F e s t iv a l  w h ic h  m a n y  o f  u s  w o u ld  
h a v e  a t t e n d e d  t h is  y e a r.

D R .  L A U R Y N  S A L A Z A R  h a s  b e e n  h o n o r e d  t o  
r e c e iv e  t h e  2 0 1 9 -2 0 2 0  “P r e s id e n t ’s  E x c e l le n c e  in  
T e a c h in g  A w a rd ”!

E v e r y t h in g  w a s  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  a w a rd  b a n q u e t  b u t  
t h e  C O V ID -1 9  p a n d e m ic  h i t  u s  a n d  a l l  e v e n t s  
h a v e  b e e n  c a n c e le d . N e v e r t h e le s s , w e  c a n  s t i l l  
t a k e  o u r  b r a s s  in s t r u m e n t s  a n d  p la y  a  v i r t u a l  
f a n f a r e  t o  t h e  a m a z in g  d i r e c t o r  o f  o u r  m a r ia c h i  
p r o g r a m , a n d  d i r e c t o r  o f  o u r  M a r ia c h i  L o s  
M a t a d o r e s , L a u r y n  S a la z a r !

C O D Y  A R N A L L  w a s  o n e  o f  2 5  a r t i s t s  s e le c t e d  f r o m  
h u n d r e d s  o f  a p p l ic a t a n t s  t o  a t t e n d  a n  in t e r n a t io n a l  
a r t i s t  r e s id e n c y  a t  S c u lp t u r e  s p a c e  in  U t ic a , N Y. 
S c u lp t u r e  C e n t e r  i s  t h e  t o p  r e s id e n c y  p r o g r a m  fo r  
e m e rg in g  s c u lp t o r s  in  t h e  c o u n t r y .

“ T h e  K in g d o m  o f  T h is  W o r ld , R e im a g in e d ,” i s  a n  
e x h ib i t io n  t h a t  w a s  c u r a t e d  b y  L E S L E Y  A .  W O L F F ,  
P H . D . ,  o p e n e d  in  M ia m i  F lo r id a  a t  t h e  L i t t le  
H a i t i  C u lt u r a l  C o m p le x , a n d  w i l l  t r a v e l  t o  f u t u r e  
v e n u e s  a c r o s s  t h e  U S  in  2 0 2 0 /2 1 .T h e  e x h ib i t io n   
c e le b r a t e s  t h e  7 0 t h  a n n iv e r s a r y  o f  C u b a n  w r i t e r  
A le jo  C a r p e n t ie r ’s  h is t o r ic a l  n o v e l, T h e  K in g d o m  o f  
T h is  W o r ld  (1 9 4 9 ). T h e  s t o r y  f o l lo w s  t h e  t r ia ls  a n d  
t r ib u la t io n s  o f  T i  N o ë l, a n  e n s la v e d  la b o r e r  o n  a  
c o lo n ia l  s u g a r  p la n t a t io n  in  S a in t  D o m in g u e .

R Y A N  F A Y  (M F A  P & P )  A N D  A L E X  W E B S T E R  (M F A  P & P )
R y a n  F a y  a n d  A le x  W e b s t e r  a r e  f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e  a n  in c r e d ib le  o p p o r t u n i t y  w it h  C h a r le s  A d a m s  
S t u d io  P r o je c t . T h e y  w i l l  b e  t a k in g  o v e r  S t u d io  2  a s  S e le c t iv e  C o l le c t iv e  a t  C A S P. T h e y  w i l l  b e  
w o r k in g  in t e n s e ly  t o  c r e a t e  a n d  d e v e lo p  n e w  w o r k , m a n e u v e r in g  t h r o u g h  o u r  c u r r e n t  c l im a t e  
w h e r e  t h is  d ig i t a l  m e d iu m  is  t h e  w a y  t o  s h a r e  w o r k , a n d  h o w  t h e y  c a n  fi n d  c o n n e c t io n  in  t h e  
d is t a n c e  w e  a r e  a l l  e x p e r ie n c in g .

T H E  S C H O O L  O F  M U S I C  A N D  T H E  L U B B O C K  
S Y M P H O N Y  O R C H E S T R A  h a v e  f o rm a liz e d  a  
n e w  p a r t n e r s h ip , a n n o u n c in g  t h e  c r e a t io n  o f  
a  n e w  c o n d u c t in g  f e l lo w s h ip . T h e  p o s i t io n  w i l l  
o ff e r  r e a l  w o r ld  p r o fe s s io n a l  s y m p h o n y  o r c h e s t r a  
e x p e r ie n c e , c h a n c e s  t o  m e a n in g f u l ly  c o n t r ib u t e  t o  
t h e  L S O ’s  a c t iv i t ie s  in  L u b b o c k , a n d  a n  e x p e r ie n t ia l  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  in t e r a c t  w i t h  t h e  s t a ff , m u s ic ia n s , 
le a d e r s h ip  a n d  g u e s t  a r t i s t s  o f  t h e  L S O .

A L I  D U F F Y : P re s id e n t ’s  E x c e l le n c e  in  Te a c h in g  
P ro fe s so rsh ip

D r. D u ff y  i s  t h e  r e c ip ie n t  o f  t h e  P r e s id e n t ’s  
E x c e l le n c e  in  T e a c h in g  P r o fe s s o r s h ip . T h is  
i s  a  t h r e e -y e a r  c o m m itm e n t  w it h  a n n u a l  
d is c r e t io n a r y  f u n d s  t o  b e  u s e d  in  s u p p o r t  o f  
p e d a g o g ic a l  a c t iv i t ie s  d e s c r ib e d  in  h e r  e x c e l le n t  
a p p l ic a t io n  w it h  a  p o s s ib i l i t y  f o r  a n o t h e r  t h r e e -
y e a r  r e n e w a l.

D R .  L I S A  G A R N E R  S A N T A  w a s  c h o s e n  b y  t h e  P r o v o s t ’s  o ffi c e  t o  b e  r e c o g n iz e d  a s  a n  In t e g r a t e d  S c h o la r  f o r  
2 0 1 9 . N in e  f a c u lt y  w e r e  s e le c t e d  f r o m  t h i r t y -t w o  n o m in a t io n s  r e c e iv e d  f r o m  d e a n s , c h a i r s , d i r e c t o r s , a n d  
s t u d e n t s  a c r o s s  t h e  c a m p u s .

“A n  In t e g r a t e d  S c h o la r  i s  a  f a c u lt y  m e m b e r  w h o  n o t  o n ly  d e m o n s t r a t e s  o u t s t a n d in g  t e a c h in g , r e s e a r c h , 
a n d  s e r v ic e , b u t  a ls o  i s  a b le  t o  g e n e r a t e  s y n e r g y  a m o n g  t h e s e  t h r e e  f u n c t io n s . T h e s e  f a c u lt y  m e m b e r s  
c o n s is t e n t ly  p r o m o t e  a c t iv e  le a r n in g  a n d  in f u s e  t h e  r e s u lt s  o f  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  a n d  s c h o la r s h ip  in  c o u r s e s  a n d  
o t h e r  le a r n in g  e x p e r ie n c e s .” - M ic h a e l  G a ly e a n

S T A C Y  E L K O ,  a lo n g  w it h  h e r  t e a m , h a s  a  p a p e r  
in  p u b l ic a t io n  t i t le d : R e t h in k in g  P a t ie n t  P r o v id e r  
C a r e  t h r o u g h  V is u a l  C o m m u n ic a t io n , t o g e t h e r  
w it h  h e r  r e s e a r c h  t e a m  J .A . V e le z , M . C o r w in  a n d  
J .R . K e e n e . T h e y  p r e s e n t e d  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  a t  t h e  
B r ia n  L a m b  S c h o o l  o f  C o m m u n ic a t io n  a t  P u r d u e  
U n iv e r s i t y  in  M a r c h .

E le v e n  s t u d e n t s  in  G r a p h ic  D e s ig n  w o n  2 2  a w a rd s  
a t  t h e  p r e s t ig io u s  2 0 2 0  A m e r ic a n  A d v e r t i s in g  
A w a rd s  in  F e b r u a r y . T h r e e  g o ld  a w a rd  w in n e r s  
(P O Z Z I ,  V E L A S Q U E Z ,  R O S E ) w il l  g o  o n  t o  
c o m p e t e  in  t h e  n a t io n a l  le v e l.
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F o r  o n c e , i t  r e a l ly  w a s  a  d a r k  a n d  s t o rm y  n ig h t—o n  

t h e  b ig  s c r e e n , a t  a n y  r a t e . S i t t in g  in  t h e  a u d ie n c e , 

a  y o u n g  b o y  w a t c h e d  w i t h  r a p t  a t t e n t io n  a s  M a r y  

S h e l le y ’s  m a s t e r p ie c e , F r a n k e n s t e in , q u i t e  l i t e r a l ly  

c a m e  t o  l i f e  in  s p a r k s  o f  e le c t r i c i t y  a n d  w h i r r in g  

m a c h in e r y . H i s  im a g in a t io n  s im i la r ly  s p a r k e d , t h e  b o y  

c a r r i e d  in t o  a d u l t h o o d  v i s io n s  o f  s c i e n c e  in s p i r e d  

b y  a r t , e v e n t u a l ly  r e s e a r c h in g  a n d  in v e n t in g  a  

g r o u n d b r e a k in g  d e v i c e —fo r  t h e  y o u n g  b o y  w a s  

J e a n  R o s e n b a u m , a n d  h i s  r e v o lu t io n a r y  in v e n t io n  

w a s  t h e  h e a r t  p a c e m a k e r, a  w o r ld -c h a n g in g  d e v i c e  

g a lv a n i z e d  b y  a  w o r k  o f  a r t .

L i k e  J e a n  R o s e n b a u m , t h e  T a lk in g t o n  C o l le g e  

r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  p o w e r  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  a r t s  a s  

c a t a ly s t s , t o o ls , a n d  p a r t n e r s  in  m e a n in g f u l  r e s e a r c h . 

W e  c e le b r a t e  t h e  n e w  a n d  b r o a d e n in g  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  

o u r  t a le n t e d  f a c u l t y  a n d  s t u d e n t s  e x p lo r e  e a c h  

d a y  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o l le g e ’s  a m b i t io u s , n a t io n a l ly -

r e c o g n i z e d  r e s e a r c h  a g e n d a . F r o m  t h e  t e n  A r t s  

I n i t i a t i v e  in  M e d i c in e  s e e d  p r o j e c t s  t o  t h e  p r e s t ig io u s  

2 0 1 9  a w a r d  o f  a  N a t io n a l  E n d o w m e n t  f o r  t h e  A r t s  

(N E A ) R e s e a r c h  L a b , t h e  T a lk in g t o n  C o l le g e  i s  a l i v e  

w i t h  g r o u n d b r e a k in g  in i t i a t i v e s  a n d  in n o v a t i v e  

p r o g r a m s  t h a t  c o m b in e  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  a r t s  w i t h  

t o p  s c i e n t i s t s  a n d  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a c r o s s  T e x a s  T e c h  a n d  

t h e  w o r ld .

R ESEAR CH  SP OTL I GH T
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T h e  A r t s  I n i t i a t i v e  in  
M e d i c in e

T h e  A r t s  In it ia t iv e  in  M e d ic in e  (A IM ) w a s  c re a t e d  in  2 0 1 6  

u n d e r  t h e  le a d e r s h ip  o f  t h e n -In t e r im  D e a n  A n d re w  W . 

M a r t in  w it h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e n -C h a n c e llo r  D u n c a n  

a n d  g e n e ro u s  fu n d in g  f ro m  T h e  C H  F o u n d a t io n . D e a n  

N o e l Z a h le r  n u r t u re d  t h e  e a r ly  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  in it ia t iv e , 

a w a rd in g  t e n  in t e rd is c ip lin a r y  s e e d  g ra n t s  t o  c re a t e  a  

p o r t fo lio  o f  re s e a rc h  p ro je c t s  w it h  m e a n in g fu l p o t e n t ia l 

im p a c t s  o n  h e a lt h c a re  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n it y  a t  la rg e . A IM  

re s e a rc h  in c lu d e s  s t u d ie s  w it h  k in e s io lo g y  o n  h e a lt h  

is s u e s  in  d a n c e r s , t h e  c re a t io n  o f  a  n e w  v is u a l s t u d ie s  

p ro g ra m  fo r  m e d ic a l s t u d e n t s , a n d  a u t ism -re la t e d  

in q u ir y  t h ro u g h  m u s ic  a n d  a r t . 

 

In s p ire d  b y  t h e  Te x a s  Te c h  w o r ld  p re m ie re  o f  To d d  

F ra z ie r ’s  o p e ra  a b o u t  t h e  fi r s t  h u m a n  h e a r t  t r a n s p la n t , 

“B re a t h  o f  L ife ,” A IM  re p re s e n t s  t h e  Ta lk in g to n  C o lle g e ’s  

c o m m itm e n t  t o  in c re a s in g  o u r  p ro x im it y  t o  a n d  

c a p a c it y  fo r  S T E M -a llie d  in t e rd is c ip lin a r y  re s e a rc h . T h re e  

p a ra lle l in t e re s t s  m a k e  u p  t h e  p r in c ip a l g o a ls  o f  A IM :

• In c re a s e  in  re s e a rc h  c a p a c it y  a n d  a c t iv it y

• In t e rd is c ip lin a r y  c u r r ic u la r  d e v e lo p m e n t  

• A r t is t ic  p e r fo rm a n c e s  a n d  e x h ib it io n s    

   w it h in  c lin ic a l e n v iro n m e n t s

 

T h ro u g h  t h e  g e n e ro u s  a n d  o n g o in g  s u p p o r t  o f  

in d iv id u a ls  a n d  o rg a n iz a t io n s  s u c h  a s  fo rm e r  C h a n c e llo r  

a n d  M rs . R o b e r t  a n d  Te r r i  D u n c a n , D r. E liz a b e t h  H a le y , 

D e a n  N o e l Z a h le r, a n d  T h e  C H  F o u n d a t io n , t h e  A r t s  

In it ia t iv e  in  M e d ic in e  h a s  b e c o m e  a  d r iv in g  fo rc e  in  

t h e  Ta lk in g to n  C o lle g e ’s  q u e s t  t o  le v e ra g e  t h e  a r t s  in  a  

d iv e r s e , in t e rd is c ip lin a r y  a c a d e m ic  e n v iro n m e n t . 

P r o g r a m s  a n d  I n i t i a t i v e s

T h e  T e x a s  T e c h  U n iv e r s i t y  
N E A  R e s e a r c h  L a b

In  M a rc h  2 0 1 9 , t h e  Ta lk in g to n  C o lle g e  b e c a m e  o n e  o f  o n ly  

tw e lv e  N a t io n a l E n d o w m e n t  fo r  t h e  A r t s  (N E A ) R e s e a rc h  

L a b s  n a t io n w id e . C o n c e n t ra t e d  o n  in n o v a t iv e  re s e a rc h  a n d  

s t u d y  a t  t h e  in t e r s e c t io n  o f  t h e  a r t s  a n d  h e a lt h /w e lln e s s , t h e  

Te x a s  Te c h  N E A  L a b  e n c o m p a s s e s  a  c o re  g ro u p  o f  p ro je c t s  

e x a m in in g  t h e  fe a s ib ilit y  o f  c re a t in g  a n  a p p  t o  o v e rc o m e  

c o m m u n ic a t io n  c h a lle n g e s  in  p e r s o n s  w it h  a p h a s ia , a s  w e ll 

a s  t h e  a p p lic a t io n  o f  a n im a t io n  in  t h e ra p e u t ic  c o n t e x t s  

w it h  in d iv id u a ls  w it h  a u t ism -s p e c t ru m  d is o rd e r s . O u r  

L a b ’s  k e y s t o n e  s t u d y  in v o lv e s  a  t e a m  o f  a r t is t s , c lin ic ia n s , 

a n d  e le c t ro n ic  m e d ia  fa c u lt y  in  d e v e lo p in g  a n d  t e s t in g  a  

v is u a l a r t s -b a s e d  a p p  (u s in g  in t e ra c t iv e  v ir t u a l re a lit y ) a s  a  

re h a b ilit a t iv e  t o o l fo r  s t ro k e  s u r v iv o r s  w it h  a p h a s ia . O t h e r  

re s e a rc h  s t u d ie s  u n d e r  t h is  R e s e a rc h  L a b  w o u ld  e x t e n d  

t o  v a r io u s  c lin ic a l p o p u la t io n s , e .g ., p a t ie n t s  w it h  A D H D , 

A lz h e im e r ’s  d is e a s e  a n d  d e m e n t ia , la n g u a g e  im p a irm e n t s , 

a n d  A u t ism  S p e c t ru m  D is o rd e r.

T h e  P e r f o rm in g  A r t s  R e s e a r c h  
L a b  (P e A R L )

U s in g  a  c o m b in a t io n  o f  in t e rd is c ip lin a r y  e x p e r im e n t a l a n d  

c o m p u t a t io n a l m e th o d s , t h e  P e r fo rm in g  A r t s  R e s e a rc h  

L a b  s e e k s  t o  a d d re s s  fu n d am e n t a l q u e s t io n s  re g a rd in g  t h e  

c o m p o s it io n , p e r fo rm a n c e , a n d  re c e p t io n  o f  m u s ic , t h e a t re , 

d a n c e , a n d  t h e  v is u a l a r t s . P e A R L  fo c u s e s  o n  le a rn in g  

a n d  m e m o r y  fo r  m u s ic a l o rg a n iz a t io n , t h e  fo rm a t io n  o f  

e x p e c t a t io n s , a n d  e m o t io n  a n d  e m p ir ic a l a e s t h e t ic s . T h e s e  

s t u d ie s  e m p lo y  m e th o d s  f ro m  c o g n it iv e  p s y c h o lo g y , 

p s y c h o p h y s io lo g y , c o rp u s  lin g u is t ic s , in fo rm a t io n a l re t r ie v a l, 

a n d  m u s ic  t h e o r y  a n d  a n a ly s is . L e d  b y  D r s . D a v id  S e a r s  a n d  

P e t e r  M a r t e n s , P e A R L’s  re s e a rc h e r s  s e e  d a t a  s c ie n c e  a n d  t h e  

a r t s  a s  u n it e d  in  a d d re s s in g  m u tu a l q u e s t io n s  a n d  p ro b le m s . 

P e A R L’s  w o r k  b r id g e s  t h e  in t e rd is c ip lin a r y  g a p s  b e tw e e n  

p ra c t ic e  a n d  t h e o r y , e n g a g in g  in  b a s ic  re s e a rc h  t h a t  p a ra lle ls  

s im ila r  w o r k  in  t h e  S T E M  d is c ip lin e s .

T T U  A R T S  M A G A Z I N E
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Th e  An im a t i o n  
T h e r a p y  P r o j e c t

O v e r  t h e  p a s t  t h re e  y e a r s , D r s . F ra n c is c o  O r t e g a  a n d  J o rg e lin a  O r fi la  h a v e  p io n e e re d  t h e  u s e  o f  a n im a t io n  

a s  a  t h e ra p e u t ic  t o o l in  t re a t in g  a u t ism -s p e c t ru m  d is o rd e r s  a n d  o t h e r  c o n d it io n s . T h e ir  p ro je c t , w h ic h  is  

in c lu d e d  w it h in  t h e  Te x a s  Te c h  N E A  R e s e a rc h  L a b , u s e s  a n im a t io n -m a k in g  t o  b r in g  c re a t iv it y  a n d  p e r s o n a l 

e x p re s s io n  in t o  t h e ra p e u t ic  s e t t in g s . In  t h e ir  p ro je c t , p a r t ic ip a n t s  c re a t e   a n im a te d  s h o r t  fi lm s  fo r  w h ic h  

t h e y  d e s ig n  t h e  n a r ra t iv e , it s  a n im a te d  c o m p o n e n t s , a n d  it s  s o u n d  a n d  fi n a l p ro d u c t io n . T h e  p ro c e s s  a n d  

c o m p le x it ie s  o f  c re a t in g  t h e  s h o r t  fi lm  in s t ru c t s  p a r t ic ip a n t s  in  lo n g it u d in a l t a s k s  s t im u la t in g  a n d  in c re a s in g  

c o g n it io n . S t u d e n t  a n d  p a r t ic ip a n t  p a re n t  C a r r ie  B a d illo ’s  tw e lv e  y e a r-o ld  a u t is t ic  s o n  e x p e r ie n c e d  

m e a n in g fu l b e n e fi t s  in  b e h a v io r, c o lla b o ra t iv e  a b ilit ie s , a n d  c o n c e n t ra t io n , f ro m  p a r t ic ip a t io n—a s  w e ll a s  

g iv in g  h im  t h e  

o p p o r t u n it y  t o  e x p re s s  h im s e lf  a r t is t ic a lly . T h e  re s e a rc h  t a k e s  p la c e  in  a  d y n am ic , u n p re d ic t a b le  

e n v iro n m e n t  t h a t  a llo w s  s t u d e n t s  t h e  la t it u d e  t o  c re a t e  o r ig in a l w o r k  a n d  in v e s t  o w n e r s h ip  o f  t h e m s e lv e s  

in  t h e  re s u lt in g  p ro d u c t . D r s . O r t e g a  a n d  O r fi la  h a v e  re c e iv e d  m u lt ip le  fu n d in g  a w a rd s  a n d  in t e rn a t io n a l 

a c c o la d e s  fo r  t h e ir  w o r k . In  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 9 , a s  a  re s u lt  o f  t h e ir  w o r k , t h e  re s e a rc h  t e a m  h o s t e d  t h e  

A n im a t io n  a n d  P u b lic  E n g a g e m e n t  S ym p o s iu m  (A P E S ) a t  Te x a s  Te c h  U n iv e r s it y—a  m a jo r  g a t h e r in g  o f  

a n im a t io n  s c h o la r s  a n d  p ra c t it io n e r s  f ro m  fi v e  c o n t in e n t s . T h e  2 0 1 9  c o n fe re n c e  w a s  t h e  fi r s t  t im e  t h is  e v e n t  

h a s  e v e r  b e e n  h o s t e d  o u t s id e  t h e  U n it e d  K in g d o m . 

F o r  m o r e  in f o rm a t io n  o n  t h i s  p r o j e c t , 
p le a s e  v i s i t  a n im a t io n d u o .c o m .
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V O I C E S  O F  R E S E A R C H  A T  T H E  T A L K I N G T O N  
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A s  a  p e r fo rm e r, I  h a v e  b e n e fi t t e d  f ro m  s p e c ia liz e d  

a r t is t ic  t r a in in g  w h ic h  is  - n o t  s u rp r is in g ly  - in s u la r, 

a n d  g e n e ra lly  o n ly  e m b ra c e d  o r  re c o g n iz e d  w it h in  

c re a t iv e  c o m m u n it ie s . I  a m  in t e re s t e d  in  h o w  t h a t  

t r a in in g  c a n  c ro s s -p o llin a t e  w it h  o t h e r, p o t e n t ia lly  

t h e ra p e u t ic  n e e d s  a n d  e n g a g e m e n t  p o s s ib ilit ie s , 

p a r t ic u la r ly  in  v u ln e ra b le  p o p u la t io n s  s u c h  a s  w o m e n , 

v e t e ra n s , a n d  t h o s e  f ro m  e c o n o m ic a lly -c h a lle n g e d  

b a c k g ro u n d s . I  w a n t  t o  k n o w  h o w  a n  a r t is t ’s  t o o ls  a re  

u s e fu l in  im p ro v in g  t h e  liv e s  o f  o t h e r s  b e y o n d  t h e  

h a lls  o f  a c a d e m ia , a s  w e ll o u t s id e  t h e  s p e c ifi c  re a lm  

o f  p ro fe s s io n a l s t o r y t e llin g .

R a c h e l  H i r s h o r n , M FA
A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  o f  V o i c e

In t e rd is c ip lin a r y  a r t s  is  a ll a b o u t  c o m b in in g  d iff e re n t  

m e th o d o lo g ie s , a p p ro a c h e s , a n d  t e c h n iq u e s . M y  

re s e a rc h  m e th o d s  a re  p ro je c t -s p e c ifi c  a n d  a lw a y s  s e e k  

t o  b r in g  t h e  b e s t  o f  a r t s  p ra c t ic e  a n d  t h e o r y  t o  b e a r  

o n  k e y  p ro b le m s . O n e  o f  m y  c u r re n t  re s e a rc h  p ro je c t s  

c e n te r s  o n  b r in g in g  a r t s -p ra c t ic e  m e th o d o lo g ie s  t o  

is s u e s  o f  c o n c e rn  t o  la b o ra to r y  s c ie n t is t s  a n d  to  t h e  

p u b lic  a t  la rg e , a s  a r t is t s  a n d  S T E M  re s e a rc h e rs  c a n  

w o rk  t o g e th e r  t o  fi n d  c re a t iv e  fo rm a t s  fo r  a s k in g  n e w  

q u e s t io n s .

H e a t h e r  W a r r e n -C r o w , P h .D .
A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  I n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  A r t s

F a ilu re , in  b o t h  t h e  a r t s  a n d  e d u c a t io n , is  a n  in t e g ra l 

a n d  n e c e s s a r y  p a r t  o f  t h e  fo rm u la  fo r  s u c c e s s . 

W it h  g a m e s , f a i lu re  is  a n  im p e t u s  t o  w o r k  h a rd e r  

a n d  s u c c e e d . I  a m  in t e re s t e d  in  h o w  t h is  m in d s e t  

t r a n s fe r s  in t o  e d u c a t io n a l s e t t in g s , m a k in g  fa ilu re  

a  p ro d u c t iv e  t h a t  m o t iv a t e s  s t u d e n t s  t o  im p ro v e  

t h e ir  p e r fo rm a n c e  a n d  o v e rc o m e  t h e  e v e r-h ig h e r  

c h a lle n g e s  c o n f ro n t in g  t h e m  e a c h  d a y . 

R in a  K u n d u  L i t t le , P h .D .
A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  V i s u a l  S t u d i e s

M u s ic o lo g y  is  a n  in h e re n t ly  in t e rd is c ip lin a r y  fi e ld : w e  

re la t e d  t o  o t h e r  fi e ld s  t h ro u g h  t h e  t e c h n iq u e s  a n d  

m e th o d s  w e  u s e  t o  c o n d u c t  o u r  re s e a rc h . W h e re  

m a n y  re s e a rc h e r s  s e e k  t o  w o r k  b e y o n d  t h e  a r t s , 

m u s ic o lo g y  is  a  fi e ld  u n iq u e ly  s u it e d  t o  w o r k in g  

w it h in  t h e  a r t s , s h o w in g  h o w  la rg e r  q u e s t io n s  in  t h e  

a r t s  n e e d  c o lla b o ra t iv e  a p p ro a c h e s  t h a t  d ra w  o n  t h e  

t o o ls  a n d  a b ilit ie s  o f  p ra c t it io n e r s  a n d  t h e o r is t s  a lik e . 

S t a c e y  J o c o y , P h .D .
A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  M u s i c o l o g y
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R e s e a rc h  a n d  p e r fo rm a n c e  a re  t ig h t ly  in t e g ra t e d  

fo r  m e : w h e t h e r  it ’s  s c o u r in g  a n  a rc h iv e  o r  lib ra r y  

fo r  u n p u b lis h e d  b a s s o o n  m a n u s c r ip t s  o r  s e e k in g  t o  

u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c o n t e x t  in  w h ic h  a  p a r t ic u la r  p ie c e  

w a s  c o m p o s e d , I  c a n n o t  p e r fo rm  w it h o u t  re s e a rc h—

a n d  I c o m m it  t o  re s e a rc h  w it h  p ra c t ic a l o u t c o m e s . 

E v e n  t h e  in s t ru m e n t s  t h e m s e lv e s  u p o n  w h ic h  w e  

re ly  t o  g iv e  e x p re s s io n  t o  o u r  t a le n t s  a re  t h e  p ro d u c t s  

o f  re s e a rc h . S c ie n c e  is  in t r in s ic  t o  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  

o f  m u s ic , a n d  e v e r y  e n s e m b le  a n d  p e r fo rm a n c e  is  

a  la b  e x p e r ie n c e  fo r  c o m p o s e r s , c o n d u c to r s , a n d  

p e r fo rm e r s . 

K im  W a lk e r
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  M u s i c

R e s e a rc h  a n d  le a d e r s h ip  g o  h a n d  in  h a n d  fo r  m e . 

W h e n  I c a m e  t o  Te x a s  Te c h  t o  le a d  t h e  S c h o o l o f  

T h e a t re  &  D a n c e , I  d id  s o  a f t e r  s t u d y in g  le a d e r s h ip  

t e c h n iq u e s  a n d  e x p e r ie n c in g  t h e  u p s  a n d  d o w n s  

o f  le a d in g  a n  E n g lis h  d e p a r tm e n t—a  n o to r io u s ly  

f r a c t io u s  b o d y . O u t  o f  m y  e x p e r ie n c e  a n d  s t u d y  

c o m e s  m y  o w n  t h e o r y  o f  le a d e r s h ip , ro o t e d  in  c a re fu l 

lis t e n in g  a n d  c o n fl ic t  re s o lu t io n . A r t s  o rg a n iz a t io n s  

in  p a r t ic u la r  f re q u e n t ly  fe e l t h a t  t h e y  m u s t  b a n d  

t o g e t h e r  a g a in s t  c o m m o n  fo e s  t o  s u r v iv e—a s  a n  

a r t is t  a n d  a n  a d m in is t r a t o r, I  s e e k  t o  c o u n t e r  t h is  

a p p ro a c h  t h ro u g h  c o lla b o ra t io n  a n d  re s p e c t . 

M a r k  C h a r n e y , P h .D .
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  T h e a t r e  &  D a n c e

R e s e a rc h  is  v it a l t o  a d d re s s in g  p ro b le m s  a n d  

is s u e s  t h a t  a r is e  in  p e r fo rm a n c e . D r. A li  D u ff y  a n d  I 

c o n c e iv e d  a  s t u d y  o f  la n d in g  s t r a t e g ie s  fo r  ju m p s  

a f t e r  w e  re a liz e d  t h a t  o u r  s t u d e n t s  w e re  b e in g  

in ju re d  m o s t  f re q u e n t ly  in  t h e ir  k n e e s  a n d  a n k le s . 

W o r k in g  w it h  J o h n  H a r r y  o f  K in e s io lo g y , w e  u s e d  

m e a s u re m e n t  d e v ic e s  t o  a c q u ire  d a t a  a n d  c re a t e  

a n  in t e r v e n t io n  s t r a t e g y  t o  re d u c e  t h e  o c c u r re n c e  

o f  t h e s e  p ro b le m s , a n d  w e  h o p e  t o  c o n t in u e  t h is  

w o r k  t h ro u g h  a  fu t u re  c o u r s e  b e tw e e n  D a n c e  a n d  

K in e s io lo g y . 

T a n y a  C a la m o n e r i , P h .D .
A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  o f  D a n c e

B e fo re  a t t e n d in g  g ra d u a te  s c h o o l, I w o rk e d  w it h  fo o d  

fo r  a  d e c a d e . A s  a  s c h o la r, I n o w  s t u d y  fo o d w a y s—th e  

c u lt u ra l p ra c t ic e s  s u r ro u n d in g  w h a t  a n d  w h y  p e o p le  

e a t—a s  w e ll a s  t h e  a r t s  in  v a r io u s  c o n te x t s , b o th  ru ra l 

a n d  u rb a n . M y  w o rk  s e e k s  t o  u s e  fo o d  a s  a  m e a n s  

o f  b r in g in g  d iff e r in g  a re a s  a n d  c u lt u re s  in to  c o n t a c t  

a n d  d is c u s s io n  w it h  o n e  a n o th e r. I a m  a ls o  in t e re s t e d  

in  t h e  a r t s  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a s  a s  t h e y  a re  c re a te d  a n d  

p e rc e iv e d  w it h in  t h e ir  n a t iv e  c o n te x t s . D r. R in a  L it t le  

a n d  I h a v e  a p p lie d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r tm e n t  fo r  

s u p p o r t  in  d e v e lo p in g  a  s t u d y -a b ro a d  p ro g ram  fo r  

t h is  p u rp o s e  in  C o s t a  R ic a .

L e s le y  W o lff , P h .D .
A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  o f  L a t i n x  a n d  L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  A r t  H i s t o r y
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R e s e a rc h : t h e  v e r y  w o rd  c o n ju re s  im a g e s  o f  t e s t  t u b e s , e la b o ra t e  

e q u ip m e n t , a n d  c o m p le x  e q u a t io n s . F o r  a r t is t s , h o w e v e r, re s e a rc h  

e n c o m p a s s e s  a  w o r ld  o f  a c t iv it ie s , g o a ls , a n d  m e th o d s . A s  D e a n  o f  

t h e  Ta lk in g to n  C o lle g e , I  t a k e  p r id e  in  t h e  d iv e r s it y  o f  o u r  re s e a rc h  

a g e n d a . O u r  c o n c e n t ra t io n  o n  p ro je c t s  a t  t h e  in t e r s e c t io n  o f  t h e  a r t s , 

h e a lt h /w e lln e s s , a n d  t e c h n o lo g y  h a s  g a rn e re d  in t e rn a t io n a l a c c la im , 

in c lu d in g  a  m a jo r  a w a rd  f ro m  t h e  N a t io n a l E n d o w m e n t  fo r  t h e  A r t s  

(N E A ) in  2 0 1 9—th e  Te x a s  Te c h  N E A  R e s e a rc h  L a b , o n e  o f  o n ly  tw e lv e  

n a t io n w id e . W e  w e re  a ls o  h o n o re d  t o  b e  c h o s e n  a s  t h e  fi r s t  in s t it u t io n  

o u t s id e  t h e  U n it e d  K in g d o m  t o  h o s t  t h e  A n im a t io n  a n d  P u b lic  

E n g a g e m e n t  S ym p o s iu m  (A P E S ), a  o n e -o f-a -k in d  a n n u a l g a t h e r in g  o f  

s c ie n t is t s , a r t is t s , a n d  p ra c t it io n e r s , f ro m  fi v e  c o n t in e n t s  d is c u s s in g  t h e  

c u r re n t  s t a t e  o f  a n im a t io n  a s  a  t o o l o f  t h e ra p y  a n d  s o c ia l c h a n g e . W e  

a re  t h r i lle d  b y  t h e  p o s s ib ilit ie s  t h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  p ro je c t s  a re  c re a t in g  a s  

w e  w o r k  t o  s u s t a in  t h e  v ib ra n t  re s e a rc h  e n t e rp r is e  a lre a d y  u n d e rw a y  

h e re  a t  t h e  Ta lk in g to n  C o lle g e .

S TA T E M E N T  F R O M  T H E  A S S O C IA T E  D E A N  F O R  
R E S E A R C H

E x p a n d in g  a c a d e m ic  in q u ir y  a n d  k n o w le d g e  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  a  

s t a p le  o f  u n iv e r s it y  li fe , a n d  t h e  Ta lk in g to n  C o lle g e  h a s  d r iv e n  a n  

e ff o r t  t o  c o m b in e  t h e  u n iq u e  id e a s  a n d  p e r s p e c t iv e s  o f  t h e  a r t s  w it h  

t h e  e s t a b lis h e d  w o r k  o f  t h e  S T E M  d is c ip lin e s  t o  c re a t e  S T E A M -c e n t r ic  

in t e rd is c ip lin a r y  re s e a rc h . F o r  t h e  Ta lk in g to n  C o lle g e , re s e a rc h  is  a b o u t  

e n r ic h in g  t h e  liv e s  o f  o u r  c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  o u r  fi e ld s  o f  p ra c t ic e  in  

e q u a l m e a s u re . O u r  in it ia t iv e s  b r in g  o u r  w o r ld -c la s s  a r t is t ic  f a c u lt y  

in t o  c o lla b o ra t io n s  w it h  e x p e r t s  w o r ld w id e  t o  g e n e ra t e  re s e a rc h  w it h  

m e a n in g fu l, c u t t in g -e d g e  im p a c t s . O u r  A r t s  In it ia t iv e  in  M e d ic in e  (A IM ) 

p ro g ra m  h a s  s e e d e d  t e n  p ro je c t s  t h a t  n o t  o n ly  a d d re s s  m a jo r  h e a lt h  

a n d  w e lln e s s  is s u e s , t h e y  h a v e  a ls o  c re a t e d  n e w  a c a d e m ic  p ro g ra m s  

t o  in c o rp o ra t e  t h e  a r t s  in t o  t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f  fu t u re  s c ie n t is t s  a n d  

d o c t o r s . A s  n e w  re s e a rc h  p o s s ib ilit ie s  o p e n , Ta lk in g to n  C o lle g e  fa c u lt y  

w ill b e  a t  t h e  fo re f ro n t  o f  e x p lo r in g  n e w  a n d  v it a l ro le s  t h a t  b r in g  t h e  

b e s t  o f  t h e  a r t s  t o  t h e  s e r v ic e  o f  in t e rd is c ip lin a r y  a c a d e m ic s .
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A t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  A u s t ra lia ’s  c a p it a l c it y , C a n b e r ra , s it s  P a r lia m e n t  

H o u s e . P a r t ia lly  b u r ie d  in t o  t h e  a p t ly -n am e d  “C a p it o l H ill,” 

P a r lia m e n t  H o u s e  is  t h e  p ro d u c t  o f  d e e p ly  s y m b o lic  a n d  a r t is t ic  

c o n s id e ra t io n , it s  fi b e r  s h a p e d  b y—a n d  in  t u rn , s h a p in g—th e  

c o n to u r s  o f  A u s t ra lia ’s  d e m o c ra t ic  t r a d it io n . In  a  v e r y  re a l s e n s e , 

P a r lia m e n t  H o u s e  is  d e s ig n e d  t o  w o rd le s s ly  c o m m u n ic a t e  a  

s e r ie s  o f  c o m p le x  id e a s  t o  a ll w h o  v is it  it . T h is  o rg a n ic  fu s io n  o f  

a r t is t ic  id e a s  a n d  la n g u a g e  w it h  o t h e r  in t e re s t s  a n d  c o n c e rn s  

(in  t h is  c a s e , t h e  s c ie n c e  o f  g o v e rn m e n t ) is  b u t  o n e  e x a m p le  o f  

t h e  g o a l t o  w h ic h  t h e  Ta lk in g to n  C o lle g e  a s p ire s  in  it s  re s e a rc h : 

t o  b r in g  t h e  a r t s  in t o  p ro d u c t iv e  c o n v e r s a t io n  w it h  d is c ip lin e s , 

e x p e r t s , a n d  p ra c t it io n e r s  a c ro s s  t h e  g lo b e  a n d  p ro d u c e  im p a c t s  

t h a t  a re  p o w e r fu lly  in n o v a t iv e  a n d  f re q u e n t ly  u n e x p e c t e d . 

J u s t  a s  F ra n k e n s t e in  g a lv a n iz e d  J e a n  R o s e n b a u m ’s  im a g in a t io n  

a n d  p a v e d  t h e  w a y  fo r  t h e  p a c e m a k e r, t h e  a r t s  e a c h  d a y  p ro v id e  

fu e l fo r  re v o lu t io n a r y  t h in k e r s  a n d  in t e rd is c ip lin a r y  c o lla b o ra t io n , 

t r a n s fo rm in g  “S T E M ” t o  “S T E A M ” t h a t  w ill p o w e r  t h e  n e x t  

g e n e ra t io n  o f  d is ru p t iv e  t h in k e r s .

T h e  Ta lk in g to n  C o lle g e ’s  p o r t fo lio  o f  re s e a rc h  p ro je c t s  a n d  

in it ia t iv e s  is  ro o t e d  in  t h e  t r a n s fo rm a t iv e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  a r t s  t o  

t a k e  b o t h  s c ie n t ifi c  a n d  a r t is t ic  re s e a rc h  in  n e w  a n d  fa s c in a t in g  

d ire c t io n s : o u r  P re -M e d ic a l I llu s t r a t io n  p ro g ra m , fo r  e x a m p le , 

h o ld s  t h e  p o t e n t ia l t o  im p ro v e  t r a in in g  a n d  p ro v id e  m o re  h o lis t ic  

e d u c a t io n  fo r  s t u d e n t s  w h o , w h ile  s e e k in g  a  c a re e r  in  m e d ic in e , 

a ls o  d e m o n s t ra t e  a r t is t ic  a p t it u d e . T h ro u g h  t h is  c o m b in a t iv e  

a p p ro a c h  t o  p re p a ra t io n—w h ic h  d ra w s  u p o n  a  t r a d it io n  o f  

a n a to m ic a l s t u d ie s  t h ro u g h  a r t  t h a t  d a t e s  b a c k  t o  d a  V in c i 

a n d  M ic h e la n g e lo —s tu d e n t s  w ill b e  in t e lle c t u a lly  p re p a re d  

t o  g ra p p le  w it h  t h e  c o m p le x  s c ie n c e  o f  g ro s s  a n a to m y  a n d  

p h y s io lo g y  u s in g  t h e  m e th o d s  o f  t h e  v is u a l a r t s  in  c o m b in a t io n  

w it h  t h e ir  d e v e lo p in g  c lin ic a l s k ills . 

T h e  u n io n  o f  t h e  a r t s  a n d  s c ie n c e s  e x t e n d s  w e ll b e y o n d  c lin ic a l 

o r  b a s ic  s c ie n c e  a p p lic a t io n s . J o h n  J a m e s  A u d u b o n—w h o s e  

B ird s  o f  A m e r ic a  is  p e rh a p s  t h e  m o s t  b e lo v e d  n a t u re  b o o k  

in  h is t o r y—p io n e e re d  a n  e n t ire  fi e ld  o f  c o m b in a t iv e  a r t  a n d  

s c ie n c e : t h e  fi e ld  g u id e . U s in g  p re c is e ly -c re a t e d  a n d  v is u a lly -

a p p e a lin g  a r t , t h e  fi e ld  g u id e  e d u c a t e s  a n d  e d ifi e s  in  e q u a l 

m e a s u re , c o m m u n ic a t in g  f re q u e n t ly  s p e c ia liz e d  s c ie n t ifi c  id e a s  

t o  g e n e ra l a u d ie n c e s  in  a  p ra g m a t ic  a n d  u s e fu l m a n n e r.

M u c h  is  s a id  a b o u t  t h e  a b ilit y  o f  t h e  a r t s  t o  w o r k  w it h  a n d  

b e n e fi t  t h e  s c ie n c e s , b u t  w e  a ls o  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  s c ie n c e s  

h a v e  m u c h  t o  o ff e r  t h e  a r t s . T h e  in s t ru m e n t s  o f  t h e  o rc h e s t ra , 

fo r  e x a m p le , a re  t h e  p ro d u c t s  o f  r ig o ro u s  a c o u s t ic  a n d  

m a n u fa c t u r in g  re s e a rc h  t o  d e t e rm in e  o p t im a l c o n fi g u ra t io n s  

a n d  m a te r ia ls  in  t h e  s e r v ic e  o f  c o n s t ru c t in g  a  t o o l t o  g iv e  

e x p re s s io n  t o  h u m a n  c re a t iv it y . D a n c e r s  ro u t in e ly  e n g a g e  in  

p ro je c t s—su c h  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  Ta lk in g to n  C o lle g e ’s  o w n  D r. Ta n y a  

C a la m o n e r i—th a t  s e e k  t o  im p ro v e  a n d  e x t e n d  t h e  q u a lit y  o f  

p ro fe s s io n a l li fe  fo r  d a n c e r s  t h ro u g h  t h e  a v o id a n c e  o f  in ju r ie s  

a n d  b e t t e rm e n t  o f  a c c e p t e d  t e c h n iq u e s . T h e  Ta lk in g to n  C o lle g e ’s  

o w n  P e r fo rm in g  A r t s  R e s e a rc h  L a b  (P e A R L ) p ro m o te s  t h e  fu s io n  

o f  d a t a -d r iv e n  s c ie n c e  w it h  t h e  a r t s . 

A s  t h e  Ta lk in g to n  C o lle g e  lo o k s  t o  t h e  fu t u re  o f  t h e  a r t s  b o t h  

a s  d is c ip lin e s  a n d  a s  a c a d e m ic  fi e ld s , w e  re c o g n iz e  t h a t  

in t e rd is c ip lin a r y  re s e a rc h  is  n o t  o n ly  n e c e s s a r y , b u t  a ls o  h ig h ly  

d e s ir a b le , in  fo s t e r in g  e x c e lle n c e  a s  p a r t  o f  a  m a jo r  re s e a rc h  

u n iv e r s it y  t h ro u g h  “b u ild in g  S T E A M .” T h e  v a s t  p o t e n t ia l in  t h e  

fi e ld  o f  in t e rd is c ip lin a r y  a r t s  re s e a rc h  is  m a t c h e d  b y  o u r  e q u a l 

c o m m itm e n t  t o  b e  v a s t ly  in n o v a t iv e—v a s t ly  d iff e re n t .

EP I LOGUE :  B U I LD I NG  STEAM

S P R I N G  2 0 2 0

w r i t t e n  b y  K E L S I E  J AC K S O N ,  P h . D .  
G r a n t s ,  R e s e a r ch ,  a n d  I n n o v a t i o n  

C o o r d i n a t o r  
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M .  S Y L V I A  
W E I N T R A U B

S T U D I O  A R T I S T

C u r r e n t  P h D  s t u d e n t  in  t h e
F in e  A r t s  D o c t o r a l  P r o g r a m

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  P e A R L  L a b ,  y o u  a r e  c o n d u c t i n g  
r e s e a r c h  o n  o n l i n e  D I Y  a n d  c r a f t  c u l t u r e .  H o w  d o  
y o u  e x p l a i n  y o u r  r e s e a r c h  t o  a  l a y p e r s o n ?

I s t u d y  h o w  p e o p le  t e a c h  t h e m s e lv e s  h o w  to  m a k e  d o -it -
y o u rs e lf  (D IY ) p ro je c t s  u s in g  s o c ia l m e d ia  s it e s  lik e  P in te re s t . 
To  m e , o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  in t e re s t in g  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  re s e a rc h  
is  s t u d y in g  D IY  t re n d s  t h a t  p o in t  t o  c h a n g e s  in  w h a t  
m a te r ia ls  p e o p le  a re  w o rk in g  w it h  a n d  w h a t  s k ills  t h e y ’re  
le a rn in g . U lt im a te ly  m y  re s e a rc h  e x p lo re s  t h e  p o s s ib ilit y  t h a t  
p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  D IY  c u lt u re  o n lin e  m ig h t  e n c o u ra g e  p e o p le  
t o  a t t e m p t  m o re  c re a t iv e  p ro je c t s  in  re a l life .

T T U  A R T S  M A G A Z I N E



1 7

W h a t  c h a l l e n g e s  d o  y o u  e n c o u n t e r  a s  a n  
a r t i s t -r e s e a r c h e r ?  W h a t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  d o e s  
t h e  P e A R L  L a b  o ff e r  t o  a p p r o a c h  s o m e  o f  
t h o s e  c h a l l e n g e s ?

O n e  o f  t h e  b ig g e s t  d iff e re n c e s  is  t h a t  a r t is t s  lik e  m e  
h a v e  b e e n  t ra in e d  to  m a k e  a r t  t h a t  s h o w c a s e s  o u r  
p e r s o n a l p e r s p e c t iv e s  o f  t h e  w o r ld . T h e  c re a t iv e  lib e r t y  
a ff o rd e d  to  a r t is t s  is  im p o r t a n t  a s  a r t  c a n  le a d  t o  n e w  
in s ig h t s  a b o u t  t h e  w o r ld  t h a t  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  o th e rw is e  
o v e r lo o k e d . F o r  e x am p le , a r t  c a n  h e lp  u s  u n d e rs t a n d  
a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  w o r ld  o n  a n  e m o t io n a l le v e l t h ro u g h  
e x p e r ie n c e . C o n s id e r in g  t h a t  I’m  u s e d  to  t ru s t in g  m y  
a r t is t ic  in t u it io n  a n d  ru n n in g  w it h  a n  id e a , w o rk in g  
m e t ic u lo u s ly  in  t h e  la b  o n  e x p e r im e n t a l d e s ig n  h a s  
fo rc e d  m e  to  a lw a y s  re m e m b e r  t h a t  c o r re la t io n  d o e s  
n o t  e q u a l c a u s a t io n . S o , in  a  w a y  c o n d u c t in g  re s e a rc h  
in  t h e  P e A R L  h a s  c a u s e d  m e  to  t h in k  a n d  w o rk  a  b it  
d iff e re n t ly  in  m y  s t u d io  p ra c t ic e  t o o . In  e s s e n c e , I t h in k  
t h a t  a r t is t ic  in t u it io n  is  v a lu a b le  b u t  s o m e t im e s  o n e ’s  
v is io n  is  n o t  e n t ire ly  a c c u ra te , a n d  it ’s  im p o r t a n t  t o  
re m e m b e r  t h a t  a  sm a ll p e rc e n t a g e  o f  t im e s  w h e n  w e ’re  
w ro n g . A lt h o u g h  t h e re  w a s  d e fi n it e ly  a  le a rn in g  c u r v e  
w h e n  I fi r s t  s t a r t e d   p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  t h e  la b . I h a v e  b e e n  

in s t ille d  w it h  a n  e n o rm o u s  a p p re c ia t io n  fo r  fa ls ifi a b ilit y , 
w h ic h  I b e lie v e  t o  b e  a  t re m e n d o u s  o p p o r t u n it y  fo r  
a n  a r t is t . N o w a d a y s  I fe e l d e lig h te d  w h e n  I re a liz e  t h a t  
m y  in it ia l a s s u m p t io n  w a s  in a c c u ra te , b e c a u s e  t h a t  
m e a n s  I a m  d is c o v e r in g  s o m e th in g  n e w  th a t  w a s n ’t  
im m e d ia te ly  o b v io u s  t o  m e !

W h a t  o t h e r  p r o j e c t s  c u r r e n t l y  e x c i t e  o r  
c h a l l e n g e  y o u ?  H o w  d o  y o u  b a l a n c e  t h e  
d e m a n d s  o f  a  g r a d u a t e  p r o g r a m  a n d  t h e  
n e e d s  o f  y o u r  r e s e a r c h ?

G ra d  s c h o o l c a n  c e r t a in ly  b e  d e m a n d in g , b u t  
fo r t u n a te ly  I’v e  b e e n  in v o lv e d  w it h  s o m e  e x c it in g  
p ro je c t s  re c e n t ly , w h ic h  h e lp s . L a s t  N o v e m b e r, I 
t ra v e le d  t o  C h in a  w it h  m y  la b m a te , A n n e  W h a r to n , 
a n d  o n e  o f  o u r  la b  d ire c to r s , D r. P e te r  M a r t e n s . T h e  
P e A R L  w a s  s e le c t e d  t o  p a r t ic ip a te  a lo n g s id e  n in e  o th e r  
c o lle c t iv e s  a t  a n  in t e rn a t io n a l a r t  e x h ib it  h o s t e d  b y  t h e  
C h in a  A c a d e m y  o f  A r t  (C A A ) c a lle d  In t e r_W o r ld _V ie w . 
D u r in g  t h e  t e n -d a y  e v e n t , w e  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n it y  
t o  d is c u s s  t h e  in t e r s e c t io n s  b e tw e e n  t h e  fi n e  a r t s  
d is c ip lin e s  a n d  t h e  fi e ld s  o f  c lim a to lo g y , p s y c h o a n a ly s is , 
a rc h it e c t u re , a n d  c u is in e , a m o n g s t  o t h e r s .

W h a t  d o  y o u  w i s h  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  a r t s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  v i s u a l  a n d  s t u d i o  a r t  o r  d e s i g n /
t e c h n i c a l  fi e l d s ,  k n e w  a b o u t  y o u r  w o r k ?

I c o m e  f ro m  a  fi n e  a r t s  b a c k g ro u n d , a n d  m y  t ra in in g  
h a s  b e e n  q u it e  d iv e r s e , b u t  I w ill a lw a y s  b e  a  m a k e r  a t  
h e a r t . A lt h o u g h  I a n a ly z e  b ig  d a t a  in  m y  re s e a rc h  a n d  
s t u d y  D IY  c u lt u re  o n lin e , I m a k e  s u re  t o  m a in t a in  a n  
a c t iv e  s t u d io  p ra c t ic e . I t r y  t o  e x h ib it  m y  w o rk  re g u la r ly  
a n d  I fi rm ly  b e lie v e  t h a t  m a k in g  w o rk  in fl u e n c e s  
m y  re s e a rc h  a n d  v ic e  v e r s a . I t  c a n  b e  e a s y  t o  fa ll 
in to  ro u t in e s  t h a t  re s u lt  in  r ig id  t h in k in g , s o  m o v in g  
b e tw e e n  c re a t iv e  a n d  a n a ly t ic a l p ro c e s s e s  c a n  b e  
e x t re m e ly  u s e fu l.

W h a t  i s  t h e  P e A R L  L a b ?  H o w  d o e s  i t  f a c i l i t a t e  
o r  s u p p o r t  y o u r  r e s e a r c h ?  H a v e  y o u  u t i l i z e d  
o t h e r  u n i q u e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o r  r e s o u r c e s  a t  
T e x a s  T e c h  ( f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  M a r f a  I n t e n s i v e )?

T h e  P e r fo rm in g  A r t s  R e s e a rc h  L a b  (P e A R L ) is  a  s p a c e  
d e d ic a te d  t o  c o lla b o ra t iv e  re s e a rc h  t h a t  m e ld s  fi n e  a r t s  
d is c ip lin e s  (i.e . m u s ic , t h e a t re  a n d  d a n c e , a n d  v is u a l 
a r t s ) w it h  c o g n it iv e  a n d  s o c ia l s c ie n c e s . In  t h e  la b , w e  
h a v e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  e q u ip m e n t  t o  d o  c o rp u s  re s e a rc h  
a n d  to  ru n  e x p e r im e n t s  w it h  h u m a n  s u b je c t s . A ls o , t h e  
m e n to r in g  I’v e  re c e iv e d  f ro m  o u r  la b  d ire c to r s , a s  w e ll 
a s  t h e  c o lla b o ra t iv e  e n v iro n m e n t , h a v e  b e e n  k e y  t o  t h e  
p ro g re s s io n  o f  m y  re s e a rc h  d u r in g  m y  P h D  s t u d ie s . 
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I would encourage student-artists not to be discouraged as 
it can take years for concepts you’ve come across in critical 
theory to impact your studio practice. Often you might 

have to encounter concepts more than once or in different 
contexts to be able to digest them, let alone apply them in 

your work!

“
”
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 W h ile  t h e re  w e  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  in t e rd is c ip lin a r y  e v e n t s  
a n d  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n it y  t o  p re s e n t  s o m e  o f  o u r  
fi n d in g s . W e  w e re  a ls o  a b le  t o  c o n d u c t  a  p ilo t  s t u d y  
w h e re  w e  h e ld  a  s ile n t  d is c o  in  o rd e r  t o  t e s t  P h D  
c a n d id a te  H a n n a h  P e rc iv a l’s  h y p o th e s e s  a b o u t  s o c ia l 
b o n d in g  a n d  b e a t  s a lie n c e . D e s p it e  s o m e  c h a lle n g e s  
re la t e d  t o  t h e  in n o v a t iv e  n a tu re  a n d  a m b it io u s  s c o p e  o f  
t h e  e x h ib it io n , t h is  w a s  a n  e x t re m e ly  re w a rd in g  p ro je c t  
o v e ra ll. S o , in  o rd e r  t o  h a v e  t h e  e n e rg y  t o  p a r t ic ip a te  
in  e v e n t s  s u c h  a s  t h is  w h ile  b a la n c in g  m y  t e a c h in g  
w o rk lo a d  a n d  t h e  n e e d s  o f  m y  re s e a rc h , I t r y  t o  m a k e  
s u re  t o  s t a y  a s  a c t iv e  a s  p o s s ib le  w h ile  m a in t a in in g  
h e a lt h y  h a b it s  o v e ra ll. I a ls o  t h in k  s e lf-c a re  is  e x t re m e ly  
im p o r t a n t , a n d  o f t e n  u n d e r ra t e d !

W h a t  s p e c i fi c  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
d o  y o u  e n c o u n t e r  a s  a n  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  
a r t i s t ?

Learning how to work interdisciplinarly as an artist-
scholar has been a challenge for sure, but I think the 
diversity of my fine arts training in various mediums 
prepared me well to do this kind of work. One of my 
biggest takeaways during my PhD Studies in the Fine 
Arts Doctoral Program (FADP) at Texas Tech is that in 
order to conduct quality interdisciplinary scholarship 
one must possess extensive knowledge about the 
disciplines utilized in conjunction with one’s home 
discipline. This can be quite an undertaking, and 
although this type of scholarship can be challenging, 
I believe it has the potential to yield highly valuable 
discoveries about society, the arts, creativity, and 
culture. 

H o w  d o  y o u  d e fi n e  s u c c e s s ?  W h a t  d r i v e s  y o u  
m o r e ,  s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e ?

A c h ie v in g  s u c c e s s  fo r  m e  w o u ld  m e a n  m a k in g  a  
s ig n ifi c a n t  c o n t r ib u t io n  t o  h u m a n  k n o w le d g e  t h ro u g h  
m y  re s e a rc h  o r  w it h  m y  a r t , b u t  in  a  w a y  t h a t  a ff e c t s  
s o m e  p o s it iv e  c h a n g e  in  t h e  w o r ld . I s u p p o s e  I w o u ld  
d e fi n e  “p o s it iv e  c h a n g e ” a s  a  s t e p  t o w a rd s  a  m o re  
e q u it a b le  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  p o w e r  in  t h e  w o r ld—o r  t h e  
d im in is h m e n t  o f  u n n e c e s s a r y  s u ff e r in g . In  t e rm s  o f  
w h a t  d r iv e s  m e  I h a v e  a n  in h e re n t ly  c o m p e t it iv e  s p ir it , 
b u t  I a ls o  b e lie v e  t h a t  w o rk in g  c o lla b o ra t iv e ly  c a n  b e  
v it a l t o  p ro d u c in g  h ig h  q u a lit y  s c h o la r s h ip  s o  I t r y  t o  
p ra c t ic e  g o o d  lis t e n in g  w h e n  w o rk in g  w it h  o th e r s .

W h a t  w o u l d  y o u  t e l l  c u r r e n t  s t u d e n t -
a r t i s t s  a t  T e x a s  T e c h  a b o u t  d i s c e r n i n g  t h e i r  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ?

N o  o n e  k n o w s  y o u  b e t t e r  t h a n  y o u . I f  y o u  re fl e c t  o n  
y o u r  life  e x p e r ie n c e s , fe e lin g s , t h o u g h t s , a c t io n s , e t c ., 
y o u  c a n  id e n t ify  y o u r  s t re n g th s  a s  w e ll a s  a re a s  t h a t  
m ig h t  n e e d  im p ro v e m e n t . A ls o , it ’s  im p o r t a n t  t o  
re m e m b e r  t h a t  c h a lle n g e s  c a n  p re s e n t  o p p o r t u n it ie s  
fo r  g ro w th  w it h  h a rd  w o rk  a n d  a  lit t le  c re a t iv it y . L a s t ly , 
I w o u ld  e n c o u ra g e  s t u d e n t-a r t is t s  a t  Te x a s  Te c h  t o  
le a rn  t o  h o n e  y o u r  a b ilit y  t o  fo s t e r  d ia lo g u e s  w it h  
o th e r  d is c ip lin e s ; w e  s h o u ld  s t r iv e  t o  b u ild  b r id g e s  
a c ro s s  d is c ip lin e s  b e c a u s e  w e  t ru ly  h a v e  s o  m u c h  to  
le a rn  f ro m  o n e  a n o th e r. W h ile  a t  T T U  I w a s  a b le  t o  
t a k e  c la s s e s  in  o t h e r  d e p a r tm e n t s , a n d  w h a t  I le a rn e d  
in s p ire d  m e  a n d  a ls o  h e lp e d  m e  to  s e e  m y  re s e a rc h  in  
n e w  w a y s .

W h a t  a d v i c e  w o u l d  y o u  g i v e  s t u d e n t -a r t i s t s  w h o  
w a n t  t o  e x p l o r e  c r i t i c a l  t h e o r y  i n  t h e i r  a r t ?

G e n e ra lly  s p e a k in g , c r it ic a l t h e o r y  c a n  b e  u s e fu l 
t o  a r t is t s  w h o  a im  to  u s e  t h e ir  w o rk  t o  e n g a g e  in  
c r it ic a l d ia lo g u e . H o w e v e r, if  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  a  s t u d e n t  
o f  c r it ic a l t h e o r y  y o u  c a n  p ro b a b ly  a t t e s t  t o  t h e  
t re m e n d o u s  e ff o r t  a n d  d ilig e n c e  re q u ire d  t o  g ra s p  
t h e s e  s u b je c t s . F o r  t h o s e  u s e d  to  t h in k in g  t h ro u g h  
d o in g , t h e  c o g n it iv e  lo a d  a n d  s e lf-d is c ip lin e  re q u ire d  
t o  b e c o m e  a  s t u d e n t  o f  c r it ic a l t h e o r y  c a n  b e  d a u n t in g . 
S t ill, I w o u ld  e n c o u ra g e  s t u d e n t-a r t is t s  n o t  t o  b e  
d is c o u ra g e d  a s  it  c a n  t a k e  y e a r s  fo r  c o n c e p t s  y o u ’v e  
c o m e  a c ro s s  in  c r it ic a l t h e o r y  t o  im p a c t  y o u r  s t u d io  
p ra c t ic e . O f t e n  y o u  m ig h t  h a v e  t o  e n c o u n te r  c o n c e p t s  
m o re  t h a n  o n c e  o r  in  d iff e re n t  c o n te x t s  t o  b e  a b le  t o  
d ig e s t  t h e m , le t  a lo n e  a p p ly  t h e m  in  y o u r  w o rk !

W h a t ’s  n e x t  f o r  y o u ?  W h e r e  d o  y o u  s e e  y o u r  
a r t  a n d  r e s e a r c h  h e a d i n g  a s  y o u  c o n t i n u e  i n  
t h e  P h D  p r o g r a m ?

I’d  lik e  t o  c o n t in u e  t o  s t u d y  t h e  g e n e ra l p o p u la t io n  o f  
c it iz e n -a r t is t s  w h o  e x c h a n g e  k n o w le d g e  a b o u t  D IY  
t o p ic s  o n lin e—e sp e c ia lly  s in c e  t h e re  is  s o  lit t le  s u p p o r t  
fo r  t h e  a r t s  a n d  a r t is t s  in  o u r  c o u n t r y . I a im  to  c o n t in u e  
t o  u s e  b ig  d a t a  t o  s t u d y  h o w  p e o p le  u s e  s o c ia l m e d ia  
t o  t e a c h  t h e m s e lv e s  a n d  o th e r s  h o w  to  m a k e  c re a t iv e  
p ro je c t s . I h o p e  t h a t  b y  m a in t a in in g  a n  a c t iv e  s t u d io  
p ra c t ic e  m y  re s e a rc h  o n  D IY  c u lt u re  o n lin e  w ill s t a y  
g ro u n d e d  in  re a l life  c irc u m s t a n c e s . 

T e x a s  T e c h  h a s  a  n a r r a t i v e  o f  b e i n g  a  s c r a p p y ,  
w o r k h o r s e  s c h o o l  t h a t  m a y  n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  
b r i n g  t o  m i n d  v i s u a l  a n d  p e r f o r m i n g  a r t i s t s .  
W h a t  e x c i t e s  y o u  a b o u t  T e x a s  T e c h ’s  g r o w i n g  
e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  a r t s ?

T h e  in t e g ra t io n  o f  fi n e  a r t s  a n d  S T E M  d is c ip lin e s  in  
a c a d e m ic  s c h o la r s h ip  p re s e n t s  t re m e n d o u s ly  e x c it in g  
p o s s ib ilit ie s . I c a m e  f ro m  a r t  s c h o o ls  t h a t  p ro m o te d  
a c a d e m ic s  a n d  p a r t n e re d  w it h  re s e a rc h  in s t it u t io n s , 
b u t  a t  Te x a s  Te c h  I h a v e  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n it y  t o  re c e iv e  
e x t e n s iv e  m e n to r in g  f ro m  fa c u lt y  in  v a r io u s  d is c ip lin e s  
d ire c t ly  w it h in  t h e  in s t it u t io n . T h is  m e n to r in g  h a s  b e e n  
c r it ic a l t o  m y  w o rk  a s  a n  in t e rd is c ip lin a r y  re s e a rc h e r. 
In  m y  e x p e r ie n c e , t h e  fa c u lt y  I’v e  w o rk e d  w it h  h a v e  
b e e n  o p e n  a n d  e v e n  e n th u s ia s t ic  a b o u t  t ra in in g  
g ra d u a te  s t u d e n t s  w h o  s h o w  a n  in t e re s t  in  g e n u in e ly  
le a rn in g  h o w  to  n a v ig a te  o th e r  d is c ip lin e s . I o f t e n  s e e  
c o lla b o ra t iv e , m u lt i-d is c ip lin a r y , o r  t ra n s d is c ip lin a r y  
w o rk  b e in g  la b e le d  ‘in t e rd is c ip lin a r y ’ a s  a  k in d  o f  
b ra n d in g  t a c t ic , b u t  a t  Te x a s  Te c h  I h a v e  b e e n  fo r t u n a te  
t o  b e  m e n to re d  b y  p r in c ip le d  a c a d e m ic ia n s . T T U ’s  
g ro w in g  e m p h a s is  o n  t h e  a r t s  h a s  m e a n t  t h a t  m y  
P h D  s t u d ie s  h a v e  p ro v id e d  m e  w it h  o p p o r t u n it ie s  t o  
re c e iv e  t ra in in g  f ro m  fa c u lt y  w h o  a re  b o th  s c h o la r s  
a n d  p ra c t it io n e r s , w h o  c o n d u c t  r ig o ro u s , y e t  m in d fu l 
in t e rd is c ip lin a r y  re s e a rc h .

T T U  A R T S  M A G A Z I N E
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CODY AR NALL
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF SCULPTURE CODY ARNALL IS 

USING A 3D PRINTER TO MAKE FACESHIELDS FOR HEALTH CARE 
PROFESSIONALS DURING THE COVID-19 CRISIS.

In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, Art History student R I CK I  CASTAN I ETO curates a 
social media art gallery through the hashtag #shareyourartttusoa.
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G r a d u a t e  S t u d e n t  P a u l  K o r t e m e i e r   
(M a r c h  2 7 ) :
P a u l  K o r tm e ie r  w ro t e  t h i s  e a r l y  t o d a y :

 “H e l lo  D r. C h a r n e y ,

I  j u s t  w a n t e d  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  y o u  h o w  m u c h  
I  a d m ir e  h o w  D r. G e lb e r  h a s  b e e n  m o v in g  
f o r w a r d  w i t h  o u r  c la s s  a s  w e  t r a n s i t io n  o n l in e .  
H e  s e n t  o u t  a  s u r v e y  in c lu d in g  q u e s t io n s  I  
w o u ld n ’t  h a v e  t h o u g h t  o f  t h a t  t a k e  in t o  t h e  
a c c o u n t  a l l  t h e  p o t e n t ia l ly  u n iq u e  a n d  d iv e r s e  
t e c h n o lo g ic a l  a n d  lo g i s t i c a l  n e e d s  e a c h  o f  u s  
s t u d e n t s  m ig h t  b e  d e a l in g  w i t h  a s  w e  c o n t in u e  
r e m o t e ly .  

H e  t r u ly  i s  s e t t in g  t h e  p e d a g o g ic a l  e x a m p le  
a n d  a s  h e  p u t s  i t  “m o d e l in g  e d u c a t io n a l  
b e h a v io r ” f o r  a l l  o f  u s  a n d  I  r e a l ly  a p p r e c ia t e  i t !”

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
 
L i n d a  D o n a h u e  (A p r i l  2 ) :
S o ... D r. D o n a h u e  h a d  A n n  G r a h a m  v i s i t in g  
w i t h  h e r  c la s s  t o d a y , a n d  s h e  r e p o r t e d  t h i s :

 “A n n  G r a h a m , E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r  f o r  T e x a n s  f o r  
t h e  A r t s , Z O O M E D  in  f o r  a  v i r t u a l  c la s s  t o d a y  
f o r  t h e  g r a d  c la s s  “A d v o c a c y  f o r  t h e  A r t s .”  W h a t  
a  p h e n o m e n a l  c la s s  v i s i t , s o  a p p r e c ia t e d  b y  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  w h o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  f o r t u n a t e  
t o  h a v e  s u c h  a n  in f o rm a t iv e  a n d  e n g a g in g  
p r e s e n t a t io n  f r o m  a n  u l t im a t e  p r o f e s s io n a l. 

F o u r  s t u d e n t s  in  t h e  c la s s  w e r e  p o i s e d  t o  
a t t e n d  A r t s  A d v o c a c y  D a y  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  
M a r c h  w i t h  h e r, b u t , o f  c o u r s e , i t  w a s  c a n c e le d  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  v i r u s .   A n n ’s  in s p i r in g  p o s i t i v i t y  
a n d  k n o w le d g e  a b o u t  t h e  a r t s  in  t h e s e  
e x t r a o r d in a r y  t im e s  i s  t r u ly  a p p r e c ia t e d  b y  
o u r  s t u d e n t s .  S h e  i s  a  T e x a s  t r e a s u r e , a n d  w e  
t h a n k  h e r  f o r  a l l  s h e  d o e s  f o r  t h e  a r t s  in  T e x a s .  
O u r  a r t s  a d m in  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  f o l lo w  in  h e r  
m o t iv a t in g  f o o t s t e p s .”

G r a d u a t e  S t u d e n t  A l e x  W e b s t e r  (A p r i l  1 ) :
T h o u g h t  I  w o u ld  s h a r e  w i t h  y o u  a  r e s p o n s e  t o  
m y  e m a i l  y e s t e r d a y  f r o m  A le x  W e b s t e r :

“A f t e r  ju s t  a  f e w  d a y s  in t o  o u r  n e w n e s s , I  
a l r e a d y  f e e l  m u c h  m o r e  c o m fo r t a b le  w i t h  a l l  
o f  t h e  o n l in e  w o r k  w e ’r e  d o in g . I ’m  t h r i l le d  
w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  f a c u lt y  a n d  o t h e r  
s t u d e n t s  a n d  I  c a n n o t  w a i t  t o  s e e  h o w  w e  
m o v e  f o r w a r d . I  t h in k  w h a t  w e  le a r n  o v e r  t h e  
n e x t  f e w  m o n t h s  i s  g o in g  t o  b e  p a r a m o u n t  in  
d e v e lo p in g  m e t h o d s  o f  in c r e a s in g  a c c e s s ib i l i t y  
f o r  f o lk s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s , p e o p le  in  r u r a l  a r e a s , 
a n d  p e o p le  w h o  d o n ’t  h a v e  a  t o n  o f  e x t r a  c a s h  
t o  s p e n d  o n  e x p e n s iv e  t i c k e t s .”

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

G r a d u a t e  S t u d e n t  R e b e c c a  T a y l o r  (A p r i l  6 ) :
To  t h a t  e n d , g ra d u a t e  s t u d e n t  R e b e c c a  Ta y lo r  
w ro t e  t h i s :

“D e a r  D r. C h a r n e y ,

T h a n k  y o u  s o  m u c h  f o r  t h e s e  u p d a t e s . T h e  
d a i ly  c o m m u n ic a t io n  m a k e s  i t  s o  t h a t  I  c a n  
s o m e w h a t  im a g in e  m y s e l f  s t i l l  in  L u b b o c k  w i t h  
a l l  o f  y o u !

M y  e m a i l  t o d a y  i s  m o r e  o f  a  s h o u t  o u t  r e q u e s t . 
I  k n o w  t h a t  e a c h  o f  o u r  f a c u l t y  a n d  s t a ff  h a s  
b e e n  b e n d in g  o v e r  b a c k w a r d s  t o  g u id e  t h e i r  
s t u d e n t s  t h r o u g h  t h i s  o n l in e  p a r a d ig m  s h i f t , 
a n d  I  a m  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  t o  b e  s o  s u p p o r t e d  in  
m y  c la s s e s  d u r in g  t h e s e  p a r t i c u la r ly  s t r e s s f u l  
t im e s . 

I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  g iv e  s p e c ia l  s h o u t  o u t s  t o  
D r. G e lb e r  a n d  R a c h e l  f o r  c r e a t in g  s a f e  a n d  
s u p p o r t iv e  c la s s  e n v i r o n m e n t s  t h i s  p a s t  w e e k . 
T h e y  d id  t h e i r  h o m e w o r k  o n  g o in g  o n l in e  
b e fo r e  c la s s e s  b e g a n  M a r c h  3 0 t h , a n d  i t  r e a l ly  
s h o w s . M a n y , m a n y  t h a n k s !”
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S o m e t im e s  in v e n to r s  a re  a h e a d  o f  t h e ir  t im e ; 
s o m e t im e s  t h e ir  w o r k  c o m e s  r ig h t  o n  t im e .

W h e n  P h D  c a n d id a t e  E r ic  E id s o n  p re s e n t e d  h is  
re s e a rc h  o n  o n lin e  t h e a t re  p e d a g o g y  a n d  liv e  t h e a t re  
d e s ig n e d  fo r  o n lin e  m e d iu m s  a t  t h e  M id -A m e r ic a  
T h e a t re  C o n fe re n c e  in  e a r ly  M a rc h  2 0 2 0 , h e  re c e iv e d  a  
fa ir  a m o u n t  o f  p u s h b a c k  f ro m  t h e a t re  e d u c a to r s  a n d  
a r t is t s  f ro m  a c ro s s  t h e  c o u n t r y . E id s o n  u n d e r s t o o d  
t h a t  t h e a t re  p ra c t it io n e r s  w e re  r ig h t fu lly  w o r r ie d  
a b o u t  h o w  o n lin e  w o r k  c o u ld  a d d re s s  t h e a t re ’s  
fo u n d a t io n s  o f  im m e d ia c y  b e tw e e n  a c t o r  a n d  
a u d ie n c e , a s  w e ll a s  t h e  p ra c t ic e -b a s e d  fo u n d a t io n s  
o f  t e a c h in g  a n d  le a rn in g  t h e a t re  d is c ip lin e s . H o w  
c o u ld  o n lin e  p o s s ib ly  re p lic a t e  t r a d it io n a l f a c e -t o -fa c e  
c la s s e s ?  H o w  c o u ld  a  liv e -s t re a m e d  p ro d u c t io n  e v e r  
p ro v id e  t h e  im m e d ia c y  fe lt  in  a  t r a d it io n a l t h e a t re ?

E id s o n  a n t ic ip a t e d  t h e s e  c o n c e rn s  b e fo re  t h e  
c o n fe re n c e . T h e  in t e rd is c ip lin a r y  m o d e l o f  t h e  Te x a s  
Te c h  F in e  A r t s  D o c t o ra l p ro g ra m  a llo w e d  h im  t o  p u r s e  
re s e a rc h  a n d  p ra c t ic e  in  o n lin e /h y b r id  e d u c a t io n  a n d  
p e r fo rm a n c e  t h ro u g h o u t  h is  t h e a t re  c o u r s e w o r k  a n d  
t h e  in t e rd is c ip lin a r y  c o re  c o u r s e s :

“ I n  R e s e a r c h  M e t h o d s ,  t a u g h t  b y  D r .  G i b b ,  I  
c o n s t r u c t e d  m y  fi r s t  c o n f e r e n c e  p a p e r ,  a n  
i m p e t u s  f o r  m y  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  I n  A d v a n c e d  
D i r e c t i n g ,  t a u g h t  b y  P r o f e s s o r  J o u ,  I  
d e v e l o p e d  a n d  r e h e a r s e d  a n  o r i g i n a l  s c e n e  
w r i t t e n  f o r  o n l i n e  p e r f o r m a n c e .  I n  T h e a t r e  
M a n a g e m e n t ,  t a u g h t  b y  D r .  D o n a h u e ,  I  
d e v e l o p e d  a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  m o d e l  f o r  
i m p l e m e n t i n g  a n  o n l i n e  t h e a t r e  d e g r e e  
a t  a  u n i v e r s i t y /c o l l e g e .  I n  C o n t i n e n t a l  
P h i l o s o p h y ,  t a u g h t  b y  D r .  W a r r e n -C r o w ,  I  
r e s e a r c h e d  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  b e h i n d  t h e a t r e  
a n d  h o w  t h a t  p h i l o s o p h y  t r a n s l a t e s  t o  
o n l i n e  t h e a t r e .  T h r o u g h  S c r i p t  R a i d e r s ,  a n  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  n e w  p l a y  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  I  
w a s  a b l e  t o  w o r k s h o p  a n d  s t a g e  a  r e a d i n g  
o f  m y  o n l i n e  p l a y ,  Y o u r  C a l l ,  d i r e c t e d  
b y  J e n n i f e r  E z e l l .  N o  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n  
w o u l d  a l l o w  f o r  s u c h  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t ,  s o  a t  T e x a s  T e c h  
I ’m  t r u l y  a b l e  t o  e x p l o r e  a n d  a d d r e s s  e v e r y  
m a j o r  c o n c e r n  a n d  a s p e c t  r e g a r d i n g  o n l i n e  
t h e a t r e .”

J u s t  a  fe w  w e e k s  a f t e r  E id s o n ’s  c o n fe re n c e  
p re s e n t a t io n s , C O V ID -1 9  m a d e  o n lin e  t h e a t re  a  
n e c e s s it y . F a c u lt y  m e m b e r s  a c ro s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  w e re  
re a c h in g  o u t  t o  h im  a b o u t  h is  re s e a rc h  a n d  p ra c t ic e  
m o d e ls  a n d  s h a r in g  t h o s e  re s o u rc e s  w it h  t h e ir  p e e r s . 
B e fo re  t h is  c r is is , E id s o n  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  fe w  p e o p le  
a c t iv e ly  d e v e lo p in g  o n lin e  t h e a t re  m a te r ia l, b u t  n o w  
t h e  e n t ire  fi e ld  o f  t h e a t re  is  c re a t iv e ly  a d d re s s in g  
n e w  w a y s  t o  p a ra lle l t r a d it io n a l t h e a t re  c la s s ro o m s  
t h ro u g h  o n lin e  le a rn in g . 

E id s o n , w h o  a ls o  h o ld s  a  m a s t e r ’s  in  e d u c a t io n a l 
le a d e r s h ip , h o p e s  t h a t  o n lin e  t h e a t re  w ill e v e n t u a lly  
b e  v ie w e d  a s  e x t e n s io n  o r  e n h a n c e m e n t  t o  
t r a d it io n a l le a rn in g  m o d e ls . N o t  o n ly  d o  o n lin e  
p ro g ra m s  a llo w  w o r k in g  a r t is t s  o p p o r t u n it ie s  t o  
c o m p le t e  d e g re e  p ro g ra m s  w it h o u t  fo r fe it in g  
t h e ir  c a re e r s , o n lin e  c o u r s e s  a re  id e a l fo r  a t y p ic a l 
a n d  u n c o n v e n t io n a l s t u d e n t s . E id s o n  b e lie v e s  t h a t  
e d u c a t io n a l o p p o r t u n it ie s , b o t h  a t  t h e  u n d e rg ra d u a t e  
a n d  g ra d u a t e  le v e ls , s h o u ld  b e  a v a ila b le  t o  s t u d e n t s  
w h o  h a v e  c a re e r s , f a m ilie s , i lln e s s e s  o r  d is a b ilit ie s , 
o r  in a b ilit ie s  t o  t r a v e l t o  c a m p u s .  A  n a t io n a l c r is is  
s h o u ld n ’t  b e  t h e  o n ly  t im e  w e  o ff e r  c la s s ro o m  
fl e x ib ilit y  t o  s t u d e n t s  w it h  d iv e r s e  c irc u m s t a n c e s . 

E id s o n  is  a ls o  q u ic k  t o  n o t e  t h a t  o n lin e  c la s s e s  a n d  
d e g re e s  a re  in c re a s in g ly  p o p u la r, a n d  o n lin e  t h e a t re  
p re s e n t s  n e w  c h a lle n g e s , id e a s , a n d  p o s s ib ilit ie s  fo r  
p ra c t it io n e r s  a n d  s c h o la r s . H o w e v e r, h e  d o e s n ’t  w a n t  
t o  re p la c e  t r a d it io n a l t h e a t re  p ro g ra m s  w it h  o n lin e  
o p t io n s : “A f t e r  a ll, t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  a n  o n lin e  d e g re e  
is  d e t e rm in e d  b y  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  fa c e -t o -fa c e  
p ro g ra m .” 

W h a t  a  d iff e re n c e  a  fe w  w e e k s  c a n  m a k e ! W e  c o u ld n ’t  
im a g in e  a  s it u a t io n  t h a t  w o u ld  re q u ire  a ll e d u c a to r s  
t o  le a rn  h o w  t a k e  t h e ir  c o u r s e s  o n lin e . A  fe w  w e e k s  
a g o , fe a r  o f  t h e  u n k n o w n  m a d e  E r ic  E id s o n ’s  re s e a rc h  
c o n t ro v e r s ia l. N o w , h e ’s  a  le a d e r  in  o u r  c h a n g in g  
e d u c a t io n a l la n d s c a p e . 

F o r  a c c e s s  t o  E r ic  E id s o n ’s   s c e n e  s t u d y  re s o u rc e s  
fo r  o n lin e  t h e a t re , p le a s e  v is it  h t t p s : //
l i v e s t r e a m t h e a t r e . o n l i n e /.  H is  w e b s it e  is  a n  
e x t e n s io n  o f  h is  d o c t o ra l re s e a rc h . 

ER I C E I D SON

T T U  A R T S  M A G A Z I N E
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S u s a n  G ra h am  is  a  s u p e r s t a r. S h e  h a s  p e r fo rm e d  e v e r y w h e re  
f ro m  S a n t a  F e  t o  B e r lin , f ro m  S t . L o u is  t o  P a r is , in  a  m u c h -
c e le b ra t e d  c a re e r. 

“T h e  p e r s o n  in  f ro n t  o f  u s  h a s  h a d  s o  m u c h  in  h e r  li fe ,” s h a re s  
S e n io r  N ic o le  M a g a llo n . “A ll o f  t h e  g o o d . A ll o f  t h e  b a d . S h e ’s  
t h e  p e r fe c t  m e n to r.”

T h e  s t u d e n t s  s a y  t h e y  a p p re c ia t e  t h e  p e r s p e c t iv e  
G ra h am  is  a b le  t o  s h a re  f ro m  h e r  e x p e r ie n c e s  p e r fo rm in g  
p ro fe s s io n a lly .

“S h e  ju s t  h a s  s o  m u c h  in s ig h t  in  s o  m a n y  w a y s ,” a d d s  
G ra d u a t e  S t u d e n t  C a ra  E llm a n .  “I t  w a s  li fe -c h a n g in g  a n d , 
p o s s ib ly , c a re e r-c h a n g in g .”

T h e  o p p o r t u n it y  t o  s t u d y  u n d e r  G ra h am  c a m e  a b o u t  
t h a n k s  t o  D e a n  N o e l Z a h le r. R e c o g n iz in g  t h e  s p e c ia l im p a c t  
d is t in g u is h e d  v is it in g  p ro fe s s o r s  h a v e  o n  s t u d e n t s  a n d  
t h e  b o n d  it  c re a t e s , Z a h le r  a s k e d  T C V PA ’s  S c h o o l o f  M u s ic , 
S c h o o l o f  A r t  a n d  S c h o o l o f  T h e a t re  &  D a n c e  t o  e a c h  b r in g  
in  h ig h -p ro fi le  g u e s t s  fo r  y e a r lo n g  c la s s e s . 

G r a h a m ,  a n  a l u m n a  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  M u s i c ,  i s  
a s  h i g h -p r o fi l e  a s  i t  g e t s  a n d  r e p r e s e n t s  T e x a s  
T e c h ’s  s t r o n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  o p e r a  w o r l d  
t h a t  i n c l u d e s  o t h e r  a l u m n i  s u c h  a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  
W a g n e r i a n  s o p r a n o  J i l l  G r o v e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  G a r r e t t  
S o r e n s o n ,  B r u c e  F o r d ,  T e r r y  C o o k ,  a n d  R e b e c c a  
N e l s o n .  

B u t , t e a c h in g ?  D u r in g  a  v is it  t o  t h e  S c h o o l o f  M u s ic  in  
s p r in g  2 0 1 9 , G ra h am  c o n fe s s e d  t o  Z a h le r  t h a t  s h e  w a s  n o  
t e a c h e r.

“S h e  c o u ld n ’t  h a v e  b e e n  m o re  w ro n g ,” Z a h le r  s a y s . “B y  t h e  
t im e  s h e  w a s  fi n is h e d  w it h  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  t h e  c o lo r  o f  t h e ir  
v o ic e s  h a d  c o m p le t e ly  c h a n g e d  a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e re  a b le  
t o  p e r fo rm  a t  a  le v e l t h e y  h a d n ’t  im a g in e d  p o s s ib le  b e fo re .”

E it h e r  b e c a u s e  o f  Z a h le r  a n d  S c h o o l o f  M u s ic  D ire c t o r  K im  
W a lk e r ’s  p e r s u a s io n s  o r  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s a m e  d r iv in g  fo rc e  
b e h in d  G ra h am ’s  o p e ra  c a re e r, s o o n , G ra h am  w a s  o n  b o a rd .

“M y  p u r s u it  o f  e x c e lle n c e  is  t o  b e c o m e  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  I  c a n  
b e  a t  s o m e th in g  t h a t  s e e m s  im p o s s ib le ” G ra h am  e x p la in s . “I 
t h o u g h t  t h a t ’s  h o w  y o u  c o u ld  m a k e  a  m a r k .”

Im p o s s ib le  is  t h e  fe e lin g  o f  s o m e th in g  b e in g  c o m p le t e ly  
o u t  o f  re a c h . T h is  c o u ld  m e a n  b e in g  y o u n g  a n d  h a v in g  t o  
w a it  fo r  t h e  y e a r s  t o  c o m e  t h a t  w ill b r in g  t h e  g if t  o f  w is d o m . 
O r  d a y d re a m in g  o f  p a c k e d  o p e ra  h o u s e s  t h e  w o r ld  o v e r  
b e tw e e n  c la s s e s . 

F o r  G ra h am ’s  fi v e  s t u d e n t s , t h e  d a y d re a m s  a n d  w is d o m  
b e c a m e  in s t a n t ly  a t t a in a b le  s h a d o w in g  s u p e r s t a r  G ra h am  
w h ile  s h e  p e r fo rm e d  in  J a k e  H e g g ie ’s  “D e a d  M a n  W a lk in g ” a t  
t h e  L y r ic  O p e ra  in  C h ic a g o .

“W e  s p e n t  a ll w e e k  b e h in d  t h e  s c e n e s , le a rn in g  w h a t  t h e  
o p e ra  is  lik e ,” S o p h o m o re  A la in a  G a lt  d e s c r ib e s . “I t ’s  re a l. 
S h e ’s  a  re a l p e r fo rm e r. T h is  is  w h a t  s h e  d o e s  fo r  a  liv in g .  
G e t t in g  t o  le a rn  f ro m  h e r  h e lp s  m e  t a k e  t h o s e  t o o ls  t o  
e v e n t u a lly  b e  t h e re .”

In  a  N o v . 3 , a r t ic le , t h e  C h ic a g o  T r ib u n e  d e s c r ib e d  “D e a d  
M a n  W a lk in g ” a s  “t h e  m o s t  c e le b ra t e d  A m e r ic a n  o p e ra  o f  
t h e  2 1 s t  c e n t u r y .” C r it ic  H o w a rd  R e ic h  p ra is e d  G ra h am  fo r  
b r in g in g  “b o t h  p a t h o s  a n d  d ig n it y  t o  t h e  ro le  _ in  s o  d o in g , 
G ra h am , w h o  s o u n d s  s p le n d id  (e s p e c ia lly  in  h e r  m id d le  
re g is t e r ) re m in d s  u s  t h a t  t h e  k ille r ’s  f a m ily  a ls o  s u ff e r s .”

G ra h am ’s  s t u d e n t s  w e re  t h e re  in  w it n e s s  a n d  u n d e r  
t u t e la g e  o f  t h e  s u p e r s t a r.

“S o  m u c h  o f  it  c o m e s  d o w n  t o  w h a t  k in d  o f  p e r s o n  y o u  a re ,” 
s a y s  E llm a n . “H o w  y o u  t re a t  o t h e r  p e o p le  a n d  h o w  y o u  a c t  
in  re h e a r s a l a n d  p e r fo rm a n c e  s it u a t io n s . T h a t ’s  s o m e th in g , 
e s p e c ia lly  w h e n  w e  w e re  in  C h ic a g o , t h a t  w e  le a rn e d  a  lo t  
a b o u t .”

T h e  s t u d e n t s  s a id  t h e y  a re  t h a n k fu l fo r  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e . 
“H e r  g iv in g  u s  t h a t  o p p o r t u n it y  t o  g o  t o  C h ic a g o  g a v e  u s  a  
g lim p s e  in t o  w h a t  c o u ld  b e ,” M a g a llo n  a d d s .

B a c k  o n  c a m p u s  a t  Te x a s  Te c h , H a n c e  C h a p e l is  fi lle d , in  
v a r y in g  m o m e n t s , w it h  t a k e -y o u r-b re a t h -a w a y  s in g in g , 
la u g h t e r  a n d  c h e e r s . G ra h am  p a c e s  b a c k  a n d  fo r t h  f ro m  
t h e  p ia n o  t o  c e n t e r  s t a g e  w h e re  o n e  o f  h e r  s t u d e n t s  is  
p e r fo rm in g . T h e  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  w a t c h  f ro m  t h e  p e w s . 

N o  o n e  c a n  t a k e  t h e ir  e y e s  o ff  G ra h am . S h e  fe e ls  e v e r y t h in g  
in  t h e  s t u d e n t s ’ p e r fo rm a n c e s  a n d  a r t ic u la t e s  h e r  w o rd s  
w it h  h e r  w h o le  b o d y . T h ro u g h  t h a t , t h e re  is  a n  e x c h a n g e  
b e tw e e n  G ra h am  a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  in  t h e  c h a p e l—th e ir  
n e r v e s , d o u b t s  a n d  fe a r s  a re  a b s o rb e d  b y  G ra h am  a s  s h e  
g if t s  t h e m  c o n fi d e n c e  a n d  g ra c e .

“S o m e  o f  t h e  fe a r le s s n e s s  I le a rn e d  f ro m  3 0  y e a r s  o f  
p e r fo rm in g  is  w h a t  I w a n t  t o  b r in g  b a c k ,” G ra h am  s a y s .

G ra h am ’s  s t u d e n t s  a d o re  h e r. T h ro u g h  h e r, t h e y  s e e  
t h e m s e lv e s  a s  a w a rd  w in n e r s , a s  w o r ld -re n o w n e d  o p e ra  
p e r fo rm e r s , a s  s u p e r s t a r s .
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I taught my first online lessons back in 2006 after a tour to Bolivia. The connections and software 
back then was not nearly as user-friendly as it is now. Online lessons these days include real-time 
sharing of documents, shared screens, high-tech microphones and cameras, and of course, more 
bandwidth. I used to teach with one computer screen – now I teach with a desktop, ipad, laptop, 
and an external microphone,  all set up in front of me. This transition to online teaching has made 
our small music world even smaller. I teach my TTU students while still building a private studio on 
four continents. This is outstanding for recruiting and is one of the ways I stay fresh and informed 

about all things musical around the world.

People can connect to each other virtually from anywhere.  To that end, I 
started to invite my colleagues from around the world and the United States 
to visit my weekly studio classes and to speak to my students.  The past two 
studio classes I have had two guests: Professor Tatiana Sarkissova from the 
Royal Academy of Music in London, England, and Professor Norman Krieger, 

Chair of Piano at Indiana University, in Bloomington, Idiana.

If you think about it, in just one week, centuries of musical 
traditions were completely uprooted. It’s changing at such a 
fast pace and transforming before our eyes in ways that can be 
overwhelming, but guess what? Our faculty and our staff are 
amazing. They’re bringing the best of their experience, their 
personal commitment to make sure that each of them walks 

with our students on this unexpected path right now. Of course, 
we have the technology to move our classes online temporarily, 
but that doesn’t mean that we’re not going to maintain our high 
standards of the academic experience and the learning that our 
students are going to enjoy. Perhaps, we’ll even find ways to 

embellish it!

“

““

”

””

-J E F F R E Y L AS T R AP E S

-K I M  WALK E R

-TAT I AN A  M AN N
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Te d d  L . M it c h e l l, M .D .
C h a n c e llo r  o f  Te x a s  Te c h  U n iv e rs it y

L a w r e n c e  S c h o v a n e c , P h .D .
P re s id e n t  o f  Te x a s  Te c h  U n iv e rs it y  

N o e l  Z a h le r, D .M .A .
D e a n  o f  th e  J .T. &  M a rg a re t  Ta lk in g to n  C o lle g e  o f  V isu a l &  P e r fo rm in g  A r t s
 

P a t r ic k  H u t c h is o n
E d ito r

J u l ia n n a  R o s e
D e s ig n

C o n t r ib u t o r s :

C o d y  A rn a ll

P e d ro  A r r ia g a

A m a n d a  C a s t ro -C r is t

M a rk  C h a rn e y

A a ro n  C h a v a r r ia

J e n n ife r  E z e ll

C h r is t y  F a g a n

R o b in  G e rm a n y

K e ls ie  J a c k s o n

C o r y  N o rm a n
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